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Letter from the President
Greetings from North Dakota,

As I write this we still don’t have a 
Farm Bill and the time is running out 
for them to get one done and signed. 
It is my greatest hope that they will 
put politics aside and do what is right 
for Agriculture. We have all struggled 
with low prices, weather issues, labor 
issues, the list could go on. I have 
had people ask why we continue this 
way of life and I tell them it’s in our 
blood.  We truly are the backbone of 
the country, many forget we produce 
food, fiber, and fuel. It is a great 
profession and we should all hold 
our heads up high.
  
We have been writing and speaking 
against “lab grown meat,” still 
working on COOL, letters have 
gone out about the monopolies that 
exist in the agriculture sector, there 

have been far too many mergers.  
We also had a couple of members 
that went to DC for a rural 
broadband fly in. They did a great 
job of representing WIFE.

We have convention coming in 
November in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, I hope that each and 
everyone of you will seriously 
consider joining us there.

For those of you that are still in 
harvest I wish you the best, stay safe.  

Thanks to all of you for what you 
do for Agriculture.

Hope to see you in Santa Fe.

Diane McDonald
Diane McDonald, 
WIFE National President
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Trade
By Ruth Laribee

Yet again we are revisiting China. China is accusing 
the United States of initiating the “largest trade war 
in economic history.” We certainly are aware there is 
a large imbalance of trade in which the U.S. has a 
huge deficit. With trade deals, the U.S. has endured 
high tariffs on exports while China has enjoyed much 
lower tariffs on their exports. Some countries have 
obtained lower tariffs on exports to China, one is New 
Zealand. The U.S. administration began to increase 
some of the low tariffs on Chinese goods. The Chinese 
retaliated with duties on 60 billion of U.S. goods to 
start September 14th. The United States now will 
charge a 10% tariff on Chinese products with a $200 
billion value and tariffs that will rise 25% on January 
1st. China has retaliated again while continuing 
abuse and unfair practices with intellectual properties 
and American technology. This will be a long process 
getting a fair-trade deal, but it has to happen as the 
United States can’t pay out dollars that have built 
China’s economy but, in turn, hurt ours. 

ZTE Corporation is a Chinese multinational 
telecommunications equipment and systems company 
that is headquarter in Shenzhen, Guangdong, 
China. It is one of the top five largest “smart phone” 
manufacturers. United States Senators have introduced 
legislation (the bill would reinstate a ban) that 
prohibits ZTE from purchasing any American made 
components for a period of seven years if it violates 
any of the conditions of the deal which saved it from 
the verge of ruin. The bill is called Enforcement 
Review and Oversight Act, sponsored by Republican 
Senator Marco Rubio and Democratic Senator Chris 
Van Hollen. China has set a twenty-year goal of 
dominating in robotics, spending mega dollars on 
military, establishing a code of conduct for the South 
China Sea without U.S. participation, and Made in 
China by 2025. Executive Chairman of Banyan Tree 
Holdings, Ho Kwan Ping, said a new global order with 
China as the dominate player in Asia is coming into 
force. He continued to add that China is replacing the 
United States in a new global order, whether the world 
likes it or not.

Chinese corporations are highly subsidized and some 
are owned by the government. They have been and 
are purchasing several companies which many reports 
are saying it will give China a great deal of influence 
over the U.S. I have reported before concerning 

China’s purchase of Smithfield Food. Additional recent 
purchases by Chinese corporations are Ingram Micro 
and Motorola Mobility, both technology companies. 
Michele Nash-Hoff in Industry Week reported that 
China is also “acquiring control over American 
energy aviation and some entertainment companies.” 
The Prestigious School of Advanced International 
Studies at John Hopkins University has gifted a new 
“professorship in the China studies department and 
a new Pacific Community Initiative, both of which 
were funded by a Hong Kong non-profit bankrolled 
by Chinese officials.” In 2016, the Podesta Group 
accepted more than $300 in detailed lobbying 
expenses from the Chinese. 

United States Department of Agriculture Secretary, 
Sonny Perdue, announced that the USDA would act 
to aid farmers in response to trade damage from 
unjustified retaliation. President Trump directed 
Secretary Purdue to craft a short-term relief strategy to 
protect agriculture producers while the administration 
works on free, fair, and reciprocal trade deals to open 
more markets and to help American farmers compete 
globally. Programs will assist agriculture producers 
to meet some of the costs of disrupted markets. 
Secretary Perdu and Deputy Secretary Lighthizer have 
opened new and strengthened other trade markets 
by reintroducing pork products in Argentina after 
twenty years, poultry in Morocco for the first time, 
working with India, Nigeria, Philippines, Vietnam, and 
marketing U.S. beef products.
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REGISTRATION
DOWNLOAD REGISTRATION FORM HERE!

WIFE Members
Early Registration (postmarked by Oct 13th): $100 

Regular Registration (postmarked after Oct 13th): $110

HOWs (Husbands of WIFE)
Early Registration (postmarked by Oct 13th): $90 

Regular Registration (postmarked after Oct 13th): $100

COWs (Children of WIFE)
Children 12 and Under: FREE 

Children Over 12: $30

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Lodge at Santa Fe

750 N St Francis Dr, Santa Fe, NM 87501

RESERVE BY OCTOBER 22ND FOR GROUP RATE OF $79!

Online
Click HERE to make your room reservation.

Phone
The Lodge at Santa Fe, (505) 992-5858

Group code: B03J18

OTHER RESOURCES
SPONSORSHIPS

DOWNLOAD SPONSORSHIP FORM HERE!

Each convention is made possible by the support of generous sponsors! Download the sponsorship form above 
to view the specific levels and what they include. If you don’t see something that fits your needs, we are flexible! 

Contact Sarah Bledsoe, Convention Chair, to find out more. 

(719) 648-7295 or sarahlbledsoe@gmail.com

TRAVEL

There are airports in both Santa Fe and Albuquerque. Be sure to price out both options as sometimes flights 
direct to Santa Fe are comparable in price to Albuquerque. 

Click HERE for shuttle information from both airports. 

For the most up-to-date convention info, visit 
https://www.nationalwife.org/2018-national-wife-convention/
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a60cf777131a5a058290ed1/t/5b9fd672758d46f15fd03695/1537201779733/Registration+Form.pdf
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=63155&Chain=17123&template=GCF&shell=GCF&arrive=11/4/2018&depart=11/13/2018&adult=1&child=0&group=B03J18
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a60cf777131a5a058290ed1/t/5ba15040758d46f2c9307a63/1537298529294/Sponsorship+Form.pdf
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/About_Santa_Fe/Getting_to_Santa_Fe/index.html
https://www.nationalwife.org/2018-national-wife-convention/
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Specialty Crop
By Mary Ann Unruh

Popcorn is a variety of corn kernel, which expands and 
puffs up when heated. A popcorn kernel’s strong hull 
contains the seed’s hard, starchy endosperm with 14 to 
20 percent moisture, which turns to steam as the kernel is 
heated. Pressure from the steam continues to build until 
the hull ruptures, allowing the kernel to forcefully expand 
from 20 to 50 times its original size and then cool. A 
kernel will pop when it reaches about 347° F. There are 
two varieties—snowflake and mushroom, according to 
the popped shape. 

Although popcorn has been with us since pioneer times, 
it was not until 1890 that popcorn became important 
enough to be raised as a crop for market.  Before that 
time, individual families raised their own popcorn or 
bought it from their neighbors.  Since that time, popcorn 
has brought enough income to its growers to earn the 
name “prairie gold.”

Most of the world’s popcorn is grown in the Midwestern 
part of the United States, primarily in Indiana, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky and Missouri with some 
in Texas. Nebraska produces an estimated 250 million 
pounds of popcorn per year—more than any other state.

Popcorn is the official state snack food of Illinois and they 
have an annual Popcorn Day. There are only 30 calories 
in a cup of popcorn plus some potassium and very little 
other nutrition. There are about 1,600 kernels in a cup. 
It has more protein than any other cereal grain. The 
average American eats 68 quarts of popcorn each year. 
Americans consume 17.3 billion of popcorn annually 
with about 70 percent eaten at home. 

The oldest ears of popcorn ever found were discovered 
in the Bat Cave of west central New Mexico in 1948 
and 1950 by two anthropology students. They 
discovered layers of trash which had accumulated 
over two thousand years. In the trash were shelled 
cobs, loose kernels, and husks. The deeper they dug 
they found tiny cobs of popcorn in which each kernel 
was enclosed in its own husk. They found six that were 
partly or completely popped. These grains have been 
so well preserved that they would still pop. They took a 
few unpopped kernels and dropped them into a little 
hot oil to prove that they could still pop. They have 
been carbon dated to be about 5,600 years old.

The first popcorn machine was invented by Charles Cretors 
of Chicago, Illinois in 1885. His huge machine with its 

gasoline burner became a 
familiar part of the scent. This 
practice continued up until the 
Depression years (1929-1939). 
Today much of the popcorn 
you buy at movies and fairs is 
popped in poppers made by the 
Cretors family.

In 1914, Cloid H. Smith founded the American Pop Corn 
Company in Sioux City, Iowa and launched America’s 
first brand name popcorn called Jolly Time. In 1925, he 
introduced Jolly Time in a can designed specifically for 
popcorn.

With the opening of movie theaters across the nation 
early in the 20th century, popcorn became a part of the 
new excitement. During the Depression years, popcorn 
was one of the few luxuries many families could afford. 
While other businesses failed, the popcorn business 
thrived. During World War II (1941-1945), sugar was 
sent overseas for American troops and less candy was 
made. Due to this unusual situation, Americans ate three 
times as much popcorn than usual at 5-10 cents a bag. 
When television became popular in the 1950s, families 
started staying home more and eating popcorn as they 
watched television. In 1945, Perry Spencer invented 
microwave popcorn. In 1970, Orville Redenbacher 
invented the #1 brand of popcorn when he was 12 years 
old. In 1981, General Mills received the first patent for a 
microwave popcorn bag. 

For the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893, two brothers 
combined peanuts, popcorn, and molasses but people 
didn’t like the stickiness so they made a formula that 
was crispy and dry. This secret formula is still a secret 
of the Cracker Jack Company today. In 1910, coupons 
were included in the boxes which could be redeemed for 
prizes. In 1912, miniature children’s prizes were placed 
in the boxes. In 1964 the Cracker Jack Company was 
sold to the Borden Company and in 1997 Frito-Lay 
purchased the company. More than 200 million boxes of 
Cracker Jack are consumed every year in the U.S. alone.

Researchers are now using popcorn as a substitute for 
field corn in swine diets. 

Go to popcorn.com for recipes, fun facts and children’s 
games about popcorn.

OCM Conference Summary
By Pam Potthoff, National WIFE Secretary

In August, Pam Potthoff represented WIFE on a panel at the Organization 
for Competitive Markets (OCM) convention in Kansas City, MO. The theme 
of the convention was “Hitching up Together to Break the Corporate 
Stranglehold”. The title of the panel is “Voices from Our Communities.” 
Thank you to Pam for doing such a great job representing WIFE! 

Below are Pam’s remarks from the conference: 

Nebraska is seventh in the nation in suicide among 
farmers. When finances on the farm become extremely 
negative, often life insurance proceeds are seen as 
the only avenue left to save the family farm from 
foreclosures. This leads to suicide. We need better prices 
for our commodities and livestock to insure viable farms.  

It is estimated Nebraska farmers have around $800 
invested to raise an acre of irrigated corn. I would 
presume this includes the cost of land and taxes.

The Federal Trade Commission will be holding hearings 
in Washington, D.C. to discuss the effect of international 
trade on agriculture. Personally, I’m not a big fan of 
hearings held in D.C. because only those with the time 
and money can actually go and generally there is not a 
time for comments from the floor. Seems to me the dirt-
under-the-fingernails ag producers don’t get heard. On 
the other hand, those that sell to farmers and those that 
buy from farmers have the lobbyist to get their message 
heard at the hearings.

Also, hearings don’t necessarily turn into actions. This 
is especially true when multiple agencies (like the FDA, 
USDA, FTA) hold hearings that are not synchronized 
and then never share information. Then each agency 
can point a finger at the other two for lack of action 
and no one has to do anything. Afterwards there is 
no assessment process to see who was negligent in 
not enforcing the rules or creating new ones. In the 

end, producers of our food, fuel, and fiber see no 
improvement in their situation.

One avenue of action is to have state Attorney Generals 
bring class action suits against the various agencies.  
This can begin from the grassroots in each state. Then 
when multiple states unite, the pressure is greater.  

It was stated that 94% of independent pig farmers are 
now gone. They have been replaced with what are 
known as “factory farms” where the farmers own the 
buildings and big corporations own the livestock. The 
chicken industry led the way with this business plan 
and the hog industry has now followed. Many of the 
speakers felt the independent beef industry would be 
indentured soon, too.

I learned that agency hijacking is when government is 
controlled by those they are suppose to regulate. An 
example would be the meat packers’ influence at the 
USDA.

Rohit Chopra from the Federal Trade Commission 
was sympathetic to the plight of farmers. He said, “We 
need rules that arm citizens to protect themselves.”   
Instead, he said we are facing abuse from the superior 
marketing position of those that supply our inputs and 
purchase our outputs.

Various speakers told about speaking up on unfair 
business practices that hurt agriculture and then facing 
retaliation. Lack of enforcement of the Packers and 
Stockyards Act was mentioned frequently. Most of the 
people attending the Organization for Competitive 
Markets convention felt that without adequate 
enforcement, farmers would continue to see depressed 
prices and lack of competition.

http://popcorn.com
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Energy
By Belinda Pierce Groner

Wind and solar growth are at an all time high in 
the United States. It might surprise most of you to 
learn that the leading investors in wind energy are as 
follows: 

Google, Facebook, and Microsoft are some of the 
biggest corporations participating the Power Purchase 
Agreements for renewable energy. Microsoft’s data 
centers have been 100% carbon neutral since 2012. 
About 130 of the world’s biggest companies have 
signed up to RE100, a global initiative of influential 
businesses that are committed to using 100% 
renewable energy. 

Power-purchase agreements (PPAs) are contracts under 
which property owners (hosts) lease power-generating 
systems (financed by a third party) and use electricity 
generated by systems on-site.

PPAs are a powerful tool in the wind and solar 
developer’s arsenal, a financier helps reduce the up-
front costs of installing solar on a home or building. 
In exchange, the property owner (host) enters into a 
legal contract (essentially an equipment lease) with the 
installer or a third party (usually an investment firm, a 
bank, or a community) and pays a set monthly rate for 
the duration of the contract.

Depending on the agreement, the host leases the 
system from the system financier for a period of 
anywhere from 5 to 25 years.

The advantage of the PPA is that it allows the property 
owner a chance to get renewable energy without 
paying the up-front costs associated with a PV or 
wind system. It offers the hosting building owner a 
fixed price for energy produced by the system, which 
is generally offered at a less expensive rate than 

the building owner would pay for the same amount 
of electricity or a rate slightly higher than current 
electric prices, but lower than projected future prices. 
Under PPAs the developer or installer generally is 
responsible for maintaining the system. PPAs often 
contain provisions allowing system hosts to buy the 
system outright or transfer the contract to a subsequent 
buyer. At the end of the contract, the host may own 
the system outright, agree to a contract extension, or, 
in some instances, the financier may take the system 
back.

In addition to this, there is a new concept of 
supplementing wind turbines with natural gas. Natural 
gas costs used to be prohibitively high, but prices 
have decreased making them a great supplement 
to power the wind turbines. When the wind does not 
blow, the alternate source of gas can immediately 
start generating electricity. The natural gas component 
allows the generation of electricity to continue with 
the wind turbines in a matter of minutes. If you were 
comparing a coal-fired facility to do the same thing it 
would take hours or days. 

The new natural gas-fired electric plant in 
Marshalltown, Iowa is one of the most efficient in the 
world and ready at a moment’s notice. This helps to 
keep overall energy costs lower to the consumer.  

Solar PV is also becoming cheaper than ever. Almost 
every month, a new industry “low” is set and broken. 
In September 2017, the U.S. Department of Energy 
announced that the U.S. solar industry had achieved 
the 2020 utility-scale solar cost target of US $0.06/
kWh, three years ahead of schedule and is moving 
toward the 2030 goal of $0.03/kWh. The following 
month, a solar tender for a 300 MW PV plant in Saudi 
Arabia was bid at the low price of US $0.179/kWh. 
This record was soon broken in Mexico with solar at 
$0.177/kWh November.

WIFE QUILT RAFFLE
Be on the lookout for your quilt fundraiser tickets in the mail. Sell them to your neighbor, 
friend, family member, UPS lady, Schawn’s man, pet groomer, even yourself! Anyone who 
would want to win an exquisite hand-made quilt from WIFE Past President, Kerry Froese. 

Price: $5 each or 6 tickets for $25

Make check(s) payable to: National WIFE (NO CASH PLEASE)

Tickets must be sold and money returned by Saturday, November 10

Mail checks and ticket stubs to:
Donna Bolz

2425 Folkways Blvd., # 127
Lincoln, NE 68521

or bring your ticket stubs and money to convention 
(Nov. 8 – 10th in Santa Fe, New Mexico)

If you would like to help sell more tickets than what 
you have received, please contact Donna Bolz at 

(402) 521-0500 or Kerry Froese at (719) 469-7749.  

We hope you are as excited about this quilt as we 
are. Your help in selling tickets to raise money for 

WIFE is greatly appreciated and we hope to see you 
in Santa Fe, NM in November!

Homeland Security
By Marlene Kouba

The Department of Homeland Security has a vital 
mission: to secure the nation from the many threats 
we face. This requires the dedication of more than 
230,000 employees in jobs that range from aviation 
and border security to emergency response, from 
cybersecurity analyst to chemical facility inspector. In 
fiscal year 2017, it was allocated a budget of $40.6 
billion. Its stated goal is to prepare for, prevent, 
and respond to domestic emergencies, particularly 
terrorism.

The H-2A program is managed by three federal 
agencies. The Department of Labor issues the H-2 
labor certifications and oversees compliance with 

labor laws; U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) awards the H-2 petitions, and the Department 
of State issues the visas to the workers at consulates 
overseas—not Homeland Security.

There is actually an official lottery, called the Green 
Card Lottery, offered by the U. S. government to give 
individuals from under-represented countries the 
opportunity to live and work in the U.S. permanently 
and legally. The official title is Diversity Visa Program 
and it is operated by the Department of State, Bureau 
of Consular Affairs. The Lottery grants up to 55,000 
green cards, also known as permanent resident 
cards, each year. The selection process is completely 
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random and done by a computer program. The US 
Business Visa is granted by the Department of State for 
temporary business related travel. The Business Visa 
is designated as the B-1 visa and is in the Visitor Visa 
category. The B-1 Business Visa is a nonimmigrant visa 
meant for temporary stay in the United States and is 
granted for up to 90 days. 

A new office in the Department of Homeland Security 
will have the power to strip immigrants of naturalized 
citizenship or green card status if they lied on formal 
applications. Dozens of lawyers and immigration 
officers have already been hired for the USCIS office in 
Los Angeles. Many of these people will be prosecuted 
if they committed fraud. The new office in southern 
California will serve as a centralized location to 
review and initiate the civil denaturalization process 
against individuals who had been ordered removed 
and intentionally used multiple identities in order to 
defraud the government and the American people to 
obtain citizenship. Thousands of fingerprint records will 
be uploaded from paper into IDENT, the department’s 
fingerprint repository. One person’s fingerprints can be 
scanned through the system to see if the same unique 
prints were used on another person’s application.

Illegal immigrants are now using 57 percent more 
taxpayer funded welfare programs of SNAP, Medicaid 
and housing with Medicaid the largest share-- 
upwards of $130 billion a year. At least 8 percent 
of DACA beneficiaries had been previously arrested 
for assault, rape and murder. At least 12 percent of 
8,000 aliens had committed crimes before coming to 
America but only 30 percent were deported or put into 
custody. Congress has the final say on DACA—not the 
President.

Jesper Joergensen, 52, an illegal immigrant 
of unknown country, was charged with 
intentionally starting a wildfire that consumed 
over 40,000 acres of forest in Colorado 
in early July. The fire, which still was still 
not contained on July 5, had around 215 
firefighters battling the flames.  He will be 
turned over to ICE after facing arson charges. 
It is unknown how he started the fire. The fire 
was in southern Colorado near Great Sand 
Dunes National Park. 

A government report showed that the criminal 
histories of 251,000 criminal aliens showed 
they had committed close to three million 
criminal offenses with 68 percent of those 
in federal prison and 66 percent of those 

in state prisons were from Mexico. Their offenses, 
ranged from homicide and kidnapping to drugs, rape, 
burglary and larceny. MS-13, the notorious gang from 
Central America, is now in just about every major city 
in the U.S.  MS-13 is estimated at 10,000 members, 
many of whom are illegals, are currently now in 44 
states.      

There has been a 120 percent increase of families and 
unaccompanied children coming in to Yuma in past 
year. One group in August had 60 families. Border 
Patrol say many of them are coming from a Mexican 
state controlled by extreme violence by drug cartels 
who want complete control over who comes in to 
America. The Yuma area supplies the nation’s leafy 
greens for most of the year or a $2.5 billion business 
and depends on immigrant labor. 

The Immigration Reform Law Institute, which combed 
records from 2012 to 2016, found 39 million 
instances in which names and Social Security numbers 
on W-2 tax forms did not match the corresponding 
Social Security records in the U.S. As children reach 
late teenage years and apply for credit, they may find 
that their credit has 
been compromised 
with mortgages, 
credit cards and 
criminal records 
attached to their 
identities to enable 
even more criminal 
activity.
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National WIFE Executive 
Committee Nominees

Diane McDonald
Nominee for National WIFE President
Hello, I am Diane McDonald and I am currently 
serving as National President of WIFE. My husband, 
Richard, and I live in NE North Dakota in an area 
that is commonly referred to as the Red River 
Valley.  We raise both hard red winter and hard 
red spring wheat, pinto beans, soybeans, barley, 

corn, and corn for silage for our cattle. We have 
a small herd of Registered Simmentals that we sell 
for seed stock and meat. I am in my 7th year on 
the county FSA Committee and I also serve as a 
Township Supervisor. I am a mother of two and 
grandmother of 9. I am a firm believer that as 
farmers and ranchers we must tell our stories, if we 
don’t someone else will tell it for us. I hope that you 
will consider giving me another year as President.

Jennifer Jones
Nominee for National 
WIFE Vice President

Jennifer Jones was 
born and raised in 
Hitchcock County, 
Nebraska. She  works 
for her parents, 
Harold and Pamela 
Potthoff, who own 

coyote canyons ranch in Trenton, Nebraska where 
they run cattle and farm wheat, corn, and cane. 
Jennifer is a single mom of three great kids - Brady 
(22) works for a rancher in Salina, Kansas, Bryce 
(21) is a nursing student, and Bryton (18) is a senior 
in high school. Jennifer is also soon to be married 
to her fiance, Johnny Steen. She is the past Beef 
Chairman and,  she is the current chairman of the 
Demand USA Beef bumper sticker campaign and 
current National WIFE Vice President.

Jenifer Felzien
Nominee for National WIFE Treasurer
Hello from the plains of Colorado.  We have had 
either hot and windy days or as of today cool and 
foggy.    

I am Jenifer Felzien and I am running for treasurer 
of National WIFE.    Gordon and I farm on the 
plains of northeast Colorado.  We have been 
farming organically for the last 29 years.  Crops that 
are certified organically are hard red winter wheat, 
millet and buckwheat. We also have a small cow-
calf operation with a friend.

Gordon and I are parents of April Potyondy 

and Jon-Christopher Felzien.  April has her own 
business which is April’s Angels.  Jon Christopher 
is in management with an international company 
JLL.  We have been blessed with 2 grandson’s and 
a foster granddaughter which we are praying will 
eventually become our granddaughter by adoption

I have enjoyed being treasurer and will continue to 
do the job to the best of my ability.  Agriculture is 
facing hard times and this is where WIFE needs to 
really make a difference by emails , calls and faxes 
to our congressman.  WIFE has been very vocal over 
the year’s  and we need to become very vocal in 
2019 or we will become another stat in the books of 
farming and ranching.
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National WIFE Executive Committee Nominees Continued

Donna Bolz
Nominee for Area II Director
A farm girl at heart would best describe me. I live 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. I am retired and now work 
part time at the Lancaster Event Center which is 
a venue for many ag related activities. I strongly 
believe in family farming and the way of life. My 

brother is a farmer and my father was a farmer. 
Being a WIFE member has given me the chance to 
learn many things and meet some caring, dedicated 
women. Volunteering is an important part of my life. 
Retirement has given me the chance to spend more 
time volunteering. I am running for the office of 
Area II Director.

National WIFE Commodity & 
Topic Chair Nominees 

Chris Anken
Nominee for Dairy Chair
I grew up on Sunny Brook Farm in Westernville, 
New York on a dairy farm in Oneida County. My 
husband (Maynard) and I were married on August 
4, 1973; this year we celebrated our 45th Wedding 
Anniversary. We have two children. Our son, 
Maynard, is a police officer and has served two 
tours in Iraq. He has two wonderful sons - Asher and 
Bricen.  Our daughter, Lisa, is a real estate agent.  
She has one awesome son, Jack. My husband and I 
are blessed with these three grandsons.  

The name of our farm is Alpine Echo Farm. It was 
named by my husband’s parents who were Swiss.  
My parents were both Polish. Our farm consists of  
250 acres in Central New York, and we have been 
dairy farming all our lives. My husband and I both 
grew up on dairy farms.
I graduated from Holland Patent High School in 

1973 and Mohawk Valley Community College 
in Advertising and Design and Production AAS in 
1988. I was on National Honor Society.  

I am a current Member of WIFE, current Town 
Clerk and member of Oneida County Town 
Clerk Association, and current member of the 
Floyd Grange (Grange is the oldest agricultural 
organization in America).

Our farm went organic in 2007 and went to organic 
grass fed in 2016.   

My husband and I have great passion for the 
American family dairy farmer and their families.  
The beautiful rural country scenes of family farms, 
valleys, streams, woods, hills are getting developed 
very rapidly. We need to help preserve a place for 
sustaining agriculture in America, for all agriculture 
and the American family dairy farmers.  

Belinda Groner
Nominee for Energy Chair
Ranching
I have been residing in Colorado since 2009 and 
have been actively involved in the ranch which has 
run yearlings and cow-calf pairs. In addition, we 
raise quarter horses.

Researcher
Since 2009, I have volunteered to help Southeast 
Colorado Private Property Rights Council in stopping 
a National Heritage Area designation. I also 
conducted research when Bent County attempted to 
put a Metropolitan District in place over the entire 
county which would have resulted in a substantial 

tax increase. I worked with Act for American to help 
educate fellow citizens. I have provided research for 
Mass Resistance. Currently I am doing research for 
the Heritage Defenders. 

Volunteer
I have also volunteered with several nonprofit 
organizations that worked with children as that is 
one of my passions. I believe our children are the 
future. These organizations include the following: 
Heartline for Children, Earning and Learning 
Reading Program, Save the Horses, Girl Scouts, 
4-H, and developed a horseback riding camp for 
children in the Baca County for two years.

Marlene Kouba
Nominee for Homeland Security Chair
Thanks for your past support in being your 
Homeland Security Chairman. I find it very 
interesting to learn what is happening to our country 
through illegal immigration.  Some say we need 
more laws but it seems the laws we have are not 
being enforced so more wouldn’t do any good.  
We have taken in more immigrants than any other 
country in the world. 

In 1981 I joined WIFE and have been active on 
the local, state and national levels where I have 

met many dedicated women while enjoying the 
challenges and the trips where meetings have been 
held.  I no longer farm but still live on the farm 
where I can see what is going on and watch the 
prices fluctuate.  I keep abreast of politics to know 
what is happening on various agricultural issues.

I enjoy writing, genealogy, news, organizing events 
and reading plus am an officer on several boards in 
the community.

Your vote for the coming year as Homeland Security 
Chairman would be appreciated.

Klodette Stroh
Nominee for Sugar Chair

My trust has always been in 
God and I believe in his ways. 
I am so honored to be working 
in agriculture and represent 
our American farmers. My 
husband Rick and I have been 
married over 38 years. We 
are blessed with children and 
six grandchildren and one 
the way. In 1989 our dream 
came true and we started 
our farming operation from 

scratch. It has been a challenging and learning 
experience. 

We have raised dry edible beans, malting barley, 
sugar beets, corn, sunflowers, oats, grass seed, 
wheat, and alfalfa hay for our heard of cattle since 
we started farming. 

Being involved in production agriculture required 

me to stay in close contact with our lawmakers. I 
joined WOMEN INVOLVED IN FARM ECONOMICS. 
I was so honored when I was elected as the National 
sugar chairman. During the 1996 farm bill I made 
two trips to Washington D.C. and gave testimony 
and met with secretary of agriculture Dan Glick 
man, Pat Roberts chairman of House Committee on 
agriculture, Kika de la Garza, Ranking chairman 
House Agriculture Committee, Bob Dole and 
Wyoming lawmaker’s senator Craig Thomas, 
Representative Barbara Cubin, and Senator Enzi. 
It was such a privilege for me to be the first woman 
elected as the water commissioner on any federal 
irrigation project in 1997. I continue working 
with our lawmakers about farming and water law 
matters. It is an honor for me to be a member 
of this noble organization. As the national sugar 
chairman I have learned so much about the sugar 
industry. Our two sons Rick and Paul both farm with 
us. It is a privilege for me to serve our nation’s most 
productive industry which is agriculture. I believe 
farmers are God’s partner to take care of his land 
and feed his people.
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National WIFE Commodity & Topic Chair Nominees Continued

Korry Lewis
Nominee for Transportation Chair

Korry Lewis grew up on Muddy 
Valley Ranch, a cattle ranch 
south of La Junta, Colorado, 
which her father fondly referred 
to as “poverty valley.”  She 
attended Colorado Northwestern 
Community College on an 
athletic scholarship from 2006 
to 2008.  She graduated summa 

cum laude from West Texas A&M University in 
2010, receiving a B.S. degree in Economics with 
an emphasis in Agricultural Business.  In 2013, 
Korry graduated with honors from the University of 
Wyoming College of Law, finishing in the top ten of 
her class. 

Korry is a partner at Cure & Bain, P.C. and she is 
licensed to practice law in Colorado, Nebraska, and 
Wyoming.  She proudly represents many agricultural 
producers, small business owners, and irrigation 
districts.  Her true passion is protecting private 
property rights to keep working farms and ranches 
in production.  Korry serves as the Membership 
Coordinator for the Colorado Independent 
CattleGrowers Association (CICA), and as General 
Counsel for the Independent Cattlemen of Wyoming 
(ICOW).

Korry currently serves as the Chair of the National 
WIFE Transportation Committee, and she humbly 
asks for your vote to be reelected as Transportation 
Chair.  Korry also proudly organized the 41st 
Annual National WIFE Convention, which was held 
in Cheyenne last year.

Jillane Hixson
Nominee for Natural Resources Chair

Agriculture:
Owner/operator - fourth 
generation family farm 
(Hixson Farms) producing 
wheat, milo, millet, and 
feed. Actively involved in 
water, soil conservation, and 
various agriculture issues.

Land Owners United:
One of the founding board members, established 
to unite/organize land owners with Conservation 
Easements. Nine years (2007-2018) of diligent 
efforts in lobbying and testifying before the 
Colorado State Legislature in pursuit of resolutions 
with the Colorado Governor, General Assembly, 
State Agencies, and committees to resolve the 
ongoing issues that began in 2003.

Colorado Agriculture Leadership Program - Class 13:
Governor’s Agriculture Forum/two year leadership 
program (2017-2019).

 

 

 
 

JILLANE HIXSON 
7943 County Road DD 

Lamar, CO 81052 
 

719-336-4285 
719-691-4585 

 
 jrh@centurytel.net 

 

 
 
 

AGRICULTURE:    Owner / Operator - fourth generation family farm, (Hixson Farms) producing 
wheat, milo, millet, and feed.   Actively involved in water, soil conservation, & various agriculture 
issues.    
 
LAND OWNERS UNITED:    One of the founding board members, established to unite/organize land 
owners with  Conservation Easements.      Six years  (2007 -2018) of diligent efforts in lobbying and 
testifying before the Colorado State Legislature,  in pursuit of resolutions with the Colorado Governor, 
General Assembly,  State Agencies and committees, to resolve the ongoing issues that began in 2003.     

 
COLORADO  AGRICULTURE  LEADERSHIP PROGRAM – Class 13  
Governor’s Agriculture Forum / two year Leadership program (2017 – 2019) 

 
IBM:   Financial planning, cost analysis, contract administration, and business controls expertise for  
commercial contracts, in distribution, engineering, & manufacturing.   Managed contracts with annual  
budgets exceeding $150M.    
* 1998 Recipient of prestigious award:   “Top 1%” Performers   (of 250,000 IBM employees). .  

 
# Business Analyst – Delta Airlines, Solectron,       Lamar, CO 2006 - 2009         
# Business Operations Manager - American Express, Wells Fargo    Lamar, CO 2004 - 2006         
# Business Operations Manager -  State & Local Government Contracts   Boulder, CO 2001 - 2004        
# Business Analyst Team Lead  & Supervisor  - 40 Industrial Contracts   Boulder, CO 1998 - 2001 
# Business Analyst  –  Washington Mutual Bank      Boulder, CO 1996 - 1998 
# Business Controls Analyst - World Wide Distribution  - Imports/Exports`  Boulder, CO 1994 - 1996 
# Financial Analyst - Research & Development     Tucson, AZ 1991 - 1993 
# Manufacturing Superintendent – Executive Assistant    Tucson, AZ 1985 - 1991 
# Manufacturing Specialist – Test/Repair - Printed Circuit Boards   Tucson, AZ 1981 - 1985 
 
HOTEL / RESTAURANT INDUSTRY 1976 - 1981 
# Arizona Biltmore – Front Desk & Resort Operations     Phoenix, AZ  1979 - 1981         
# Cow Palace -  Front Desk, Reservations, Event Coordinator    Lamar, CO 1976 - 1979         
 
LAMAR COMMUNITY ACTIVIST:    2004 – 2013 
# New Nursing Home Committee       Lamar, CO 2012 - 2013 
# Lamar Area Hospice Fund Raising      Lamar, CO 2004 - 2013 
# Domestic Safety Fund Raising                      Lamar, CO     2004 - 2013 
# Lamar Chamber of Commerce - Honkers       Lamar, CO     2004 - 2010 
 

EDUCATION 
 AAS Business………….Pima Community College……….…...Tucson, Arizona 

 AAS Electronics………DeVry Institute of Technology……..…...Phoenix, Arizona 
  Liberal Arts …………….Lamar Community College…………….Lamar, Colorado 
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Beef
By Elisabeth Erickson-Noe

Many ranchers know all to well the detrimental economic 
and environmental impact when the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services (USFWS) identify species to be listed as 
“endangered” or “threatened” under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA).  Equally familiar are the bogus dog and 
pony shows known as the “Public Comment Period” and 
“Public Input Hearings” which are hosted by the USFWS 
before a listing becomes official.  These public periods 
have simply become government protocol that must 
be followed, but the decision to the list the species has 
often been made beforehand.  However, there may be a 
glimmer of hope in reforming an Act that has a less than 
2% success rate in increasing species numbers and has 
been costly to agriculture production and taxpayers.  

The USFWS is seeking input on three proposed rules:  

1) “Revision of the Regulations for Listing Species and 
Designating Critical Habitat” (0006 rule)
2) “Revision of the Regulations for Prohibitions to 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants” (0007 rule)
3) “Revision of Regulations for Interagency Cooperation” 
(0009 rule)

The ESA defines an endangered species as any species 
that is “in danger of extinction throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range” and a threatened species 
as any species “that is likely to become an endangered 
species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range.”

Proposed Rule 0006 among other things, intends to define 
the concept of the “foreseeable future”.  New language 
would be included to state that it “extends only so far into 
the future as the Services can reasonably determine that 
the conditions potentially posing a danger of extinction in 

the foreseeable 
future are 
probably.  The 
Services will 
deserve the 
foreseeable future 
on a case-by-case 
basis, using the 
best available 
data and taking 
into account 
considerations 
such as the 
species’ 
life-history 
characteristics, 
threat-
projection time-frames, and environmental variability.”  
Additionally, the rule would revise sections of the Criteria 
for Designating Critical Habitat, which would include “a 
non-exhaustive list of circumstances in which the Services 
may find it is not prudent to designate critical habitat.” 
The rule further seeks to clarify standards for delisting 
species by making them the same as the rules for listing a 
species.  Basically, if a species no longer fits the definition 
of endangered or threatened, it must be delisted.  

Proposed Rule 0007 addresses the agency’s previously 
broadly applied prohibition to species in which it treated 
threatened species the same as endangered species.  The 
USFWS states this rule will “specify that its provisions apply 
only to species listed as threatened species on or before 
the effective date of this rule. Species listed or reclassified 
as a threatened species after the effective date of this 
rule, if finalized, would have protective regulations only 
if the Service promulgates a species-specific rule (also 
referred to as a special rule). In those cases, we intend to 
finalize the species-specific rule concurrent with the final 
listing or reclassification determination. Notwithstanding 
our intention, we have discretion to revise or promulgate 
species-specific rules at any time after the final listing or 
reclassification determination.” 

Proposed Rule 0009, according to the USFWS is intended 
“to revise the definition of ‘destruction or adverse 
modification’ by adding the phrase ‘as a whole’ to the 
first sentence and removing the second sentence of the 
current definition. The Act requires Federal agencies, in 
consultation with and with the assistance of the Secretaries, 

Sarah Bledsoe
Nominee for Rural Life Chair

Sarah was born and 
raised in Colorado 
Springs, CO. After high 
school, she attended 
Colorado State University 
and received her degree 
in Business Management. 
Sarah then moved to 

Denver and spent seven years in marketing for a 
large construction company. After marrying cattle 
rancher, Wil Bledsoe, she moved out to his family’s 

ranch in Wild Horse, CO. 

Sarah has enjoyed learning the agriculture industry 
and has developed a passion for preserving the 
rural way of life by making agriculture a viable way 
of life for families. 

Sarah is the current Rural Life Chair and Media 
Coordinator for WIFE, and is on the board of 
directors for the Lincoln County CattleWomen and 
is actively involved with the Colorado Independent 
CattleGrowers Association. In her spare time, Sarah 
enjoys tending to her chickens, attending community 
events, and spending time with friends and family.
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to insure that their actions are not likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of endangered or threatened 
species or result in the destruction or adverse modification 
of critical habitat of such species. In 1986, the Services 
established a definition for ‘destruction or adverse 
modification’ (§ 402.02) that was found to be invalid by 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth (2001) and Ninth 
(2004) Circuits. In 2016, we revised the definition, in part 
in response to these court rulings. We now propose to 
further clarify the definition, removing language that is 
redundant and has caused confusion about the meaning 
of the regulation.”  Additionally, the rule seeks to “improve 
and clarify interagency consultation, and make it more 
efficient and consistent”.  The agency furthermore stated 
that, “While not reflected in any proposed changes to our 
regulations at this time, we also seek comment on the 
merit, authority, and means for the Services to conduct a 
single consultation, resulting in a single biological opinion, 
for Federal agency actions affecting species that are under 
the jurisdiction of both FWS and NMFS.”

The comment period ends very soon, September 24, 
2018, thus commenting electronically is the best option 
by the time you receive this WIFEline. Remember that all 
comments will be made public online, so do not include 

any personal information that you do not wish to be 
released publicly.  The full text is available online at www.
regulations.gov by searching the Docket numbers below.  
To comment on any of these rules electronically please 
click on the links below. Then click the Comment Now 
button:

• Revision of the Regulations for Listing Species and 
Designating Critical Habitat – Docket Number: FWS-HQ-
ES-2018-0006
• Revision of the Regulations for Prohibitions to Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants – Docket Number: FWS-HQ-
ES-2018-0007
• Revision of Regulations for Interagency Cooperation – 
Docket Number: FWS-HQ-ES-2018-0009

Another glimmer of hope for ranchers and farmers is 
legislation that was introduced earlier this month by 
Senator Cory Booker (D-MN) and Representative Mark 
Pocan (D-WI).  Titled the Food and Agribusiness Merger 
Moratorium and Antitrust Review Act of 2018 (S.3404/
H.R.6800), this bill is to “impose a moratorium on large 
agribusiness, food and beverage manufacturing, and 
grocery retail mergers, and to establish a commission 
to review large agriculture, food and beverage 
manufacturing, and grocery retail mergers, concentration, 
and market power.”  Bipartisan support is desperately 
needed for this legislation to be successful in halting 
mergers and acquisitions until standards for enforcing U.S. 
antitrust laws are updated.  Please consider contacting 
your representatives in the House and the Senate and 
asking them to co-sponsor or support this legislation.  The 
entire bill and its progress can be found by searching the 
above title and number at www.govtrack.us. 

Until next time, in the words of Roy Rogers, “Happy Trails 
until we meet again”.

By Donna Bolz

August 7, 2018, Dorothy (Dot) McKay passed 
away. She was a long time member of Chapter 6 in 
Nebraska. She was 107 when she passed away and 
had been living in Assisted Living. She had lived on the 
family farm in Eastern Nebraska she shared with her 
husband George until she was 104. Dot was someone 
with a positive attitude, a great sense of humor and 
a desire to keep learning. Dot was enthralled with 
Pam Potthoff’s Charolais cattle. Dot had never raised 
any white cows and was always wanting to know how 
animal husbandry had changed since her farming 
days.

When Nebraska hosted the 25th Anniversary 
Convention in Sidney, NE, Dot was not able to attend.  
I had mentioned to her that they were looking for 
someone to make cookies for the hospitality room. I 
asked her if she would make a couple dozen cookies.  
She kept baking and by the time she was done she 
had made 25 dozen.  

Dot truly believes “What is is” and would tell me that 
on a regular basis. One day she told me she looked 

like the North end of a donkey headed South. I had to 
think about that for a bit. I always enjoyed going to see 
her and listening to her stories about how farming was 
done years ago. She shared that when she married 
George, they had 50 cents.

She was very unhappy when Nebraska moved the 
State Fair to Grand Island. Dot would go to the State 
Fair each year when it was in Lincoln and spend many 
long days watching the judging and checking out the 
exhibits. She told me stories about her family going to 
the fair in a horse and buggy.  

She was a strong supporter of WIFE to the end and 
continued to pay her dues. She always believed in 
the work of WIFE and wanted to support it. Dot was a 
great lady. It would be great if everyone had a Dot in 
their life.

Cards can be sent to the family at the address below.

Diane McKay
593  202nd

Alvo, NE  68304

Dot McKay - One of a Kind

WIFE members! All resolutions to be presented at the National WIFE Convention 
on November 8-10 must be sent to Korry Lewis, National WIFE Resolutions Chair 
by October 31st! Please send any resolutions to your state or caucus chairmen 

and they will forward them on to Korry at korry.lewis@gmail.com. 

REMINDER! Please submit all resolution in proper form using using 
“Whereas” and “Therefore, be it resolved.”

http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.govtrack.us
mailto:korry.lewis%40gmail.com?subject=
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Sugar
By Klodette Stroh

I have been praying for a good year for farmers. 
Crops are finally maturing and I hope you all had a 
good growing season. Wyoming sugar beet farmers 
started the early sugar beet harvest on September 4th 
this year (2018). Montana, Nebraska, Colorado, and 
Wyoming sugar farmers are members of the Western 
sugar cooperative. Lovell factory processes the sugar 
beets harvested by farmers from Cody, Powell and 
Lovell area.

According to the Lovell factory report, this year’s crops 
will exceed over 31 tons per acre. Usually 25 to 28 
tons of sugar beet production is a very good result 
for Wyoming. I am so glad to see our sugar beet 
farmers will be having a bumper crop. Generally, 
the early harvest sugar beets get used to startup the 
sugar factory. Farmers contract 5.9 percent of their 
total acreage to dig for the early harvest. For example, 
if a farmer has 100 acres of sugar beets he has to 
dedicate 590 tons of beets to fulfill his early harvest 
contract beet crop, which is looking good and growers 
are expecting another pumper crop this year. The 
regular harvesting contract will start on October 2 
,2018. To reward U.S. farmers we have to have a 
reasonable price for our commodities to cover the cost 
of production and some left to invest in equipment and 
land.

Unfortunately, the sugar prices and almost all 
commodities are low. We need to work on the Farm 
Bill and educate U.S. lawmakers to gain some fair 
price for crops grown by American farmers. A good 
example is the unfair foreign trade and political 
agenda of some of our lawmakers has made the 

sugar prices to plunge very low. World sugar price 
are trending downward according to the report that 
was given at the 35th Annual International Sweetener 
Symposium held in Michigan last month (August). 
The report indicated more than 20 million metric tons 
of sugar is overhanging the market this year. This is 
nearly twice as much as all Americans can consume in 
a year.

This surplus is largely driven by production expansions 
in India and Thailand, and production in both markets 
is expected to grow throughout 2019.

India and Thailand are known to be among the 
biggest subsidizers, with past estimates valuing 
government intervention at $1.7 billion and $1.3 
billion a year, respectively.

Europe also added to the global glut with production 
levels at 20-year highs. Europe recently rewrote 
its sugar policy and is now providing farmers with 
subsidies to help insulate them from downward pricing 
pressure.

America’s lawmakers have to protect our farmers. 
America needs our agriculture. We have a very fair 
sugar policy in the Farm Bill. This policy respects 
the hard work of our farmers and permits foreign 
countries with their coda to import sugar in the U.S.  
America’s no-cost sugar policy is included in both 
versions of the Farm Bill. Ryan Weston, the incoming 
chairman of the American Sugar Alliance, said sugar 
policy is essential to sugar producers’ ability to secure 
capital in these tough times. “Sugar prices are still 
hovering around 1980s levels, while the cost of doing 
business continues to climb,” he said.  “Without a 
strong sugar policy and a strong Farm Bill, our lenders 
wouldn’t have the confidence they need to help us 
through these tough times. That would hurt more than 
just sugar farmers – it would hurt 142,000 American 
workers, too.”

In my home town of Powell, I have neighbors that 
have invested heavily in sugar beet production such 
as sugar beet planter, digger, and topper. Keep in 
mind American sugar cane and Beet farmers own 
sugar cane mills and sugar factories. Sugar processors 
provide jobs in rural areas and add to small town’s 
jobs and better small town economy. It weighs heavy 

on my mind to see my neighbors suffer financial 
setback after working so hard to grow their crops. 
Keep in mind we are an agriculture family and we 
need all our farmers to secure America’s food supply.

United States sugar industry has more than 1.1 million 
acres of sugar beets that are grown in 11 states and 
are processed in 25 sugar beet factories owned by 
American farmers. The industry creates 99,000 full 
time direct and indirect jobs for people across the 
nation. Eight cane refineries and 22 mills process 
sugar cane raised in four states: Florida, Hawaii, 
Louisiana, and Texas. The production, processing, 
and refining of raw cane sugar creates 43,000 full-
time direct and indirect jobs Current U.S. sugar 
policy allows efficient U.S. beet and cane growers 
and processors to compete against unfair foreign 
subsidies and trade practices. The program provides 
for reliable supplies of sugar at fair and stable prices 

for consumers and operates at minimal cost to the 
taxpayer. Law makers have to understand this country 
needs her backbone - American farmers.

Broadband Fly-In Summary
By Dona Bolz

There are so many who don’t have the broad band 
access in rural communities that those in big cities 
take for granted.  That was the focus of the Fly-In held 
July 23 and 24, 2018 in Washington DC.  The Fly-
In brought 25 people from all over the United States 
with the same mission, to get the word out about the 
lack in broad band in Rural America.  Deb Dressler 
and Donna Bolz represented WIFE at this important 
meeting.  The fly- in was sponsored by CTIA, which 
is a trade association representing the wireless 
communications industry in the United States.

A visit to the Commissioners from the FCC was 
held.  At these visits with each commissions we told 
our stories about how the lack of broad band 
affects us.  These stories were well received.  We 
requested that the FCC reduce existing local and 
state barriers and lower fees to make it more 
viable for providers to serve our rural areas and 
bring us next-generation technologies.  

We also discussed the global race for 5G internet 
speed.  The U.S. Is currently behind China and 
South Korea in the race for 5G deployment.  
These countries are aggressively making 
spectrum available to 5G.
Rural residents have a tremendous amount to 

gain from the deployment of broadband and next-
generation wireless services.

Visits to our Senators happened on July 24.  We asked 
them to support S. 1682, the Advancing Innovation 
and Reinvigorating Widespread Access to Viable 
Electromagnetic Spectrum (AIRWAVES) Act.  The 
bipartisan legislations critical for the United States to 
produce a pipeline of spectrum necessary to reap the 
benefits that next-generation 5G wireless networks 
would provide.  

During our time there we learned a lot and met with 
others from across the United States.  
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Rural Life
By Sarah Bledsoe

We are all too 
familiar with the 
need to defend 
our rural way-
of-life, but have 
you ever thought 
the need to make 
this lifestyle look 
more appealing 
has gone too far? 
Jaclyn Krymowski 

addresses this issue in her article for AgDaily titled “Is 
there a danger in over-romanticizing agriculture?” 

In this article, Jaclyn points out that “when society 
over-highlights this imagery, it contributes to the 
illusion agriculture is less about business and more 
a quaint novelty. For example, many people don’t 
like to hear the words ‘industry’ and ‘farming’ in 
the same sentence. How bad is this mentality? One 
of the best comments I ever came across read: ‘I 
would be more than happy to give half my salary to 
a non-greedy non-profit driven farmer.’ Apparently, 
profitability motivations aren’t on the checklist to 
qualify as a ‘good’ farmer.” How scary is this! This 
idea is contributing to the gap that is being felt 
between urban and rural populations. They are truly 
not understanding that farming and ranching is what 
we do for a LIVING! 

In another article in Modern Farmer titled “Stop 
Romanticizing Farms,” Sarah Searle addresses the 
trend to convert family farms and ranches in to event 
venues and weekend getaways that offer a way to 
feel disconnected from the hustle or daily life in the 
city. What these patrons do not realize is the reason 
these attractions are becoming so popular is because 
farming and ranching are no longer a viable source of 
income. Either family operations were forced to sell out 
all together or are now running a tourism business on 
top of trying to cling to the last hope of continuing their 
operation that generations before them have worked 
so hard to build. They also do not realize that these 
attractions are not even close to what this agriculture 
lifestyle, that they seem to desire so deeply, is like. 
Where is the smell of animal manure that brings 
swarms of pesky flies? Where are the old, dated ranch 
houses that haven’t been redone in three decades 
because all income is reinvested in to the operation? 

Where are the late nights and early mornings and 
canceled vacations missed family events? It is no 
wonder the masses have developed such an opinion of 
where their food should come from, and are so sorely 
disappointed when they see it isn’t from a hobby farm 
next door.

As with many things in todays’ world, we seem to 
be missing the middle-ground. Although agriculture 
usually comes with all those difficulties listed above 
and more, there are some parts that echo the 
idealistic picture (wide open spaces; eating fresh 
eggs, vegetables, and meat grown by either you 
or your neighbor; knowing everyone in town; the 
everyday simplicity; getting to feed and cloth America 
and the world!). We just need to find the best way 
to communicate this. Trust me, I am the first person 
to admit I would love if my friends thought my new 
life as a rancher’s wife was similar to that of Joanna 
Gains, but I would be doing the industry a disservice 
by portraying that. Being an agriculture family is not 
romantic or peaceful. It is hard work and sacrifice and, 
frankly, just downright sucks sometimes. However, it 
is an honest way of life and is absolutely necessary 
to human survival. Jaclyn puts it best when she wrote 
“we are in the midst of an agri-renaissance era. There 
are more and more farmers coming out on social 
media open to addressing all aspects of farm life. They 
are sharing the bitter topics such as culling beloved 
animals and the tears that come when a neighbor 
loses their farm. We’ve always known why we love 
agriculture, what we’re learning is how to share that 
with the rest of the world.”

Below are the links to both articles:
https://www.agdaily.com/insights/is-there-a-danger-of-over-
romanticizing-agriculture/

https://modernfarmer.com/2014/06/stop-romanticizing-farms/

ATTENTION PAST NATIONAL/
STATE PRESIDENTS! 

All historic information previous to 2008 is stored at the University of Nebraska Love 
Library. We would like to update the records. If you were a national president or 
state president after 2008, please collect the information from your tenure and 
bring it to national convention. Pam Potthoff will be driving and can bring it back to 
Nebraska to be stored at the Love Library. Please coordinate your efforts with Pam 
BEFORE you bring anything to convention so we can eliminate duplicates. Also, if you 
are a member and have newspaper articles, letters written, etc., please check with 
your state president to get that included in the archives.  

A list of what is held at the library can be found at  http://archivespec.unl.edu/findingaids/ms032-
wife-unl.html.  It should give a pretty good idea of what already exists in the collection and the types 
of things we collect like meeting minutes, correspondence, officer papers, newsletters, conference 
materials, photographs, or anything else that documents the fascinating history of WIFE.  
 
The collection can be viewed anytime from 9am-4pm Monday-Friday in Archives and Special 
Collections, Room 29 of UNL Love Library. Everything is on site so no appointment is necessary.
 
There are 56 boxes in the collection. Most of these are twenty or more years old. It includes 
WIFElines through 2008 or 2009 and conventions through the 2008 Nebraska City Convention.  
 
WIFE has a wonderful story to tell about the dedication and hard work our members have done to 
promote agriculture.  Let’s get it recorded permanently.
 
Thank you.
 Pam Potthoff, National WIFE Secretary

https://www.agdaily.com/insights/is-there-a-danger-of-over-romanticizing-agriculture/
https://www.agdaily.com/insights/is-there-a-danger-of-over-romanticizing-agriculture/
https://modernfarmer.com/2014/06/stop-romanticizing-farms/
http://archivespec.unl.edu/findingaids/ms032-wife-unl.html
http://archivespec.unl.edu/findingaids/ms032-wife-unl.html


Dairy
By Chris Anken

Can you imagine if parity pricing was back for the 
American Farmer.

Above, in the chart, are a few statistics that shed 
some light on the situation.

Even with the price of milk determined using a 
percentage of parity pricing from the 1950s until 
the early 1980s, there was a mass exodus of 
people engaged in dairying in that time period. 
From the 1980s on, the exodus has been forced 
by the government. Dairy farming is a very hard, 
demanding occupation, but the continued loss of 
dairies does not bode well for the long-term food 
security of our nation. The US continues to lose 
over 3,000 acres of farm land per day, 365 days 
per year, and that’s not including land in set-aside 
programs or land allowed to revert to forest. That’s 
prime, productive land lost to either development 
or mining – permanently removed from agriculture. 
Can you imagine the lives lost if we depend on 
foreign countries for our food in the same manner 

we depend on foreign sources of oil?

“Wisconsin is to hit highest loss of dairy farms since 
2013.” The State Department of Agriculture, Trade, 
and Consumer Protection said Wisconsin lost 47 
dairy farms in August alone. There were fewer than 
8400 licensed dairy producers at the beginning of 
this month, which is 429 fewer than at the start of 
the year, according to the data. This decline is the 
biggest one in four years, when the state lost 434 
farms in the first eight months of 2013 in Wisconsin. 
The decline is not surprising given the current 
market and long-term trend toward dairy industry 
consolidation. The dairy farmers costs just don’t go 
down - labor, electric, gas, fuel, insurance, etc.  All 
those costs continue to rise including the cost of 
replacing machinery, etc. The over surplus of milk 
keeps driving the price downward not upward.  The 
American Family Dairy farmer is essential to our 
national security and cannot become extinct.

The American Dairy Famer needs a fair price 
-  whatever happened to parity. We need to label 
products 100% USA so consumers can differentiate 
our 100% USA products from imports in the 
marketplace. We need to bring whole milk and 
flavored milk back into the schools and other 
institutions, and it needs to be cold. We need to 

get real yogurt milk drinks in 
the schools and institutions. 
Milk is milk it comes from a 
cow, not a plant. We need to 
protect the name (milk).  Plant 
base beverage drinks have 
no comparison to milk. They 
contain lots of sugars.   

I would like to thank Agri-
Mark and Bob Wellington for 
organizing the dairy summit 
that happened on August 
13, 2018 in New York at 
the Empire Plaza in Albany. 
Despite agreement that 
conditions are dire, they gave 
potential remedies for the 
dairy crisis in America. Of the 

300 or so attendees, Bob 
Wellington and all dairy 
farmers agreed that the 
current system is broken.  
Attendees came from all 
of the New England states, 
New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
California, and Florida. 
Canada was also 
represented as a member 
of the Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario provincial board 
gave a presentation with 
eye-opening insights on 
the supply-management 
Canadian milk system. 
Many of the summit 
attendees were dairy 
farmers, but there was 
also representation from attorneys, senior officers 
and staff working for cooperatives, organizations, 
processors, lenders, and legislators. At the end of 
the day, with enormous amounts of information, 
he and others believe a consensus was reached to 
develop and bring a supply-management approach 
to legislators with proposals posted at www.
dairyproposals2018.com to review, comment, and 
continue the conversation.

I would like to thank Farm Women United (FWU) 
who sponsored a “Dairy Farm Family Crisis 
Hearing,” at the Lairdsville Volunteer Fire Hall in 
Lairdsville, PA on July 24, 2018, to examine the 
systemic causes of the worsening humanitarian crisis 
overtaking dairy farming communities across the 
U.S. Dairy farming communities are staggering from 

massive, historic loss of income stemming from the 
defective federal milk pricing formula that is pushing 
more and more dairy farmers into bankruptcy 
because farmers’ “cost of production” is excluded by 
law from the federal milk pricing formula, which is 
now used to determine farmers’ pay price. We need 
cost of production back in the milk pricing formula, 
whatever happened to parity.  The American 
Dairy Farmer needs a fair price with their “Cost 
of Production” figured in the formula. Title read 
‘National Dairy Scandal’ defined; $20 floor price 
advised, article from Farmshine August 17, 2018. 

Our American Family Dairy Farmers must be heard 
now for our long-term food security of our nation.

God Bless the American Family Dairy Farmers and 
their Families who supply us with some of the best 
dairy products in our great nation.  

Sources
History of Parity Pricing and the Present Day 
Ramifications of the Abandonment of a Par Economy By 
Kevin Engelbert, Organic Dairy Farmer, Nichols, NY  
January 28, 2013, Hoard’s Dairyman, FARMSHINE, 
Country Folks

1950 1972 1981 2012

# of 
dairy 
farms

3,648,000 475,000 280,000 <50,000

20 21

http://www.dairyproposals2018.com
http://www.dairyproposals2018.com
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