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Letter from the President
Greetings to all of you from North 
Dakota.  

It is spring, at least the calendar 
says it is.  So far it has been very 
challenging to say the least.  My 
heart goes out to all the people 
of Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa, 
Minnesota, South Dakota and 
elsewhere that are dealing with all 
the flooding.

Now more than ever they will need 
the Congress to come together 
in a bi-partisan way to get some 
disaster funding passed.  

Crop prices, trade issues, weather 
are all a factor this planting season 
no matter where you are located.  

There have been 11 states that 

have either passed or are in the 
process of passing legislation 
dealing with “fake meat”.  Thanks 
to all that have carried this 
message to your legislators.

We are working on convention 
details, it will be held in Fargo, 
North Dakota this year.  I am 
hoping that we have a large 
turnout, there is a lot to see on the 
eastern side of our state. 

I wish each of you a safe planting 
and calving season.

Diane McDonald

Diane McDonald
Diane McDonald, 
WIFE National President
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Sugar
By Klodette Stroh
This year March 15 to 21 has been dedicated to 
agriculture week in America. Our country honors and 
appreciates the hard work of U.S. farmers. I remember 
celebrating the new year in Iran on the first day of spring 
March 21. Schools were closed and my Jews, and 
Moslem friends celebrated the first day of spring.  
This year we have a new farm bill just signed behind us. 
The good news for our farmers is that bioengineered 
crops, ingredient crops, labeling the final regulation was 
an important victory for farmers who grow bioengineered 
crops like sugar beets or corn. Refined ingredients such 
as oils, starches or sugars made from bioengineered 
crops do not contain DNA or protein. In other words, the 
use of bioengineered crops does not alter ingredients. 
The result indicated that there is no health, safety, or 
nutrition concerns with bioengineered crops or food 
made from them. Another plus point for is that this 
information will help in future trade negotiation with 
Japan, Australia and Brazil which means they recognize 
that refined ingredients made from bioengineered crops 
should not be subject to labeling. It is about time to make 
the facts known about the safe and abundance crops 
grown in the United States.

America’s history reveals farming is our first industry.  
One U.S. farm feeds 165 people annually in the U.S. and 
abroad. The global population is expected to increase 
to 9.7 billion by 2050, which means the world’s farmers 
will have to grow about 70 percent more food than what 

is now produced. Family farms and ranchers receive 
only 15 cents out of every dollar spent on food at home 
and away from home. The rest goes for costs beyond 
the farm gate: wages and materials for production, 
processing, marketing, transportation and distribution. 
Americans enjoy a food supply that is abundant, 

affordable and among the world’s safest 
and that is thanks in large part to the 
efficiency and productivity of America’s 
farm and ranch families.

In 2018, $135.5 billion worth of 
American agricultural products were 
exported around the world. The United 
States sells more food and fiber to world 
markets than we import, creating a 
positive agricultural trade balance. The 
farm family was the basic unit shaping 
life in America for over 200 years and 
agriculture has changed the countryside 
while providing rural strength. The 
signers of Declaration of Independence 
were farmers and they represent love of 
family and love of our country.

Message from USCA: BLOCKCHAIN
From Lia Biondo, Western Skies Strategies

The USCA Trade Committee met this week to discuss 
emerging technologies in the international trade arena. 
One of the topics that came up? Blockchain. 

Now, if  “blockchain technology” is new to you, don’t 
worry - it’s new to all of us, too. Blockchain follows a 
similar structure to cryptocurrency, in that: 
- As each transaction occurs – and the parties agree to 
its details – it’s encoded into a block of digital data and 
uniquely signed or identified.
- Each block is connected to the one before and after it 
— creating an irreversible, immutable chain.
- Blocks are chained together, preventing any block 
from being altered or a block being inserted between 
two existing blocks.

Smart contracts are the integral part of blockchain 
technology. They automatically execute transactions 
and record information onto the ledger without 
human intervention. Conditions of smart contracts are 
mutually agreed on by network members. They’re a key 
component for establishing trust and efficiency between 
parties. Smart contracts eliminate essentially all the 
paperwork, “streamlining the entire process and saving 
time and money”, according to IBM.

“Okay, so how does this tie into my cattle operation?” 

Using blockchain tags ($5 each), ranchers can track 
their cattle from the pasture to the meat case, where 
in theory, a consumer could scan the code and see the 
information about the beef.

As Amanda Radke wrote earlier this year in BEEF 
Magazine: 

“It seems like the beef industry has been talking about 
things like national identification systems and country-
of-origin labeling for years now, and nothing has really 
had the merit and legs to get going. So what makes 
this different? Perhaps nothing, or maybe consumer 
demands — both domestically and internationally — 
are finally loud enough that the beef industry will be 
motivated to deliver more transparency and more clarity 
in labeling on its final products.

“I see some big challenges ahead though. For example, 
keeping these blockchain cattle separate may be 
doable, but is it profitable for the rancher? Will the 
consumer actually pay a premium for blockchain beef, 
or is this more hype that will go by the wayside?” We 
do know one thing - if packers are going to be able to 
capture premiums off this data, those premiums need to 
be passed along to producers, too.

So, what do YOU think? Would you like to get involved 
in the Committee as we plan our policy on this 
emerging technology? Never been a better time! Email 
Lia at lia@wssdc.com to get involved.

May 20th
September 20th
November 30th

2019 WIFELINE SCHEDULE
Any articles or information that you would 

like printed in future WIFElines must be 
sent to Sarah Bledsoe by the below dates:



Alpine Echo Farm Tour
By Chris Anken

“During the first marking period, the Holland Patent 
8th grade STEAM Team was challenged to work 
collaboratively to research, plan, and create a healthy 
lunch menu for Holland Patent Middle School. Through 
this process, students demonstrated key learning 
from reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael 
Pollan and lessons from other core subjects. In order 
to incorporate the individual strengths and interests of 
everyone, as well as expose them to real-world jobs, 
students were asked to apply for a job best suited 
for them. Choices included nutritionist, accountant, 
legislator, buyer, and marketer.

“The STEAM Team was very fortunate to have the 
support of some very generous HP (Holland Patent) 
teachers and community members throughout this 
challenge process. A Holland Patent language teacher, 
spoke to the students about her family’s Mexican 
restaurant. On October 19, 2018 about 100 students 
and their teachers spent the day touring two local 
dairy farms. The first stop was at Alpine Echo Farm, a 
small organic grass fed farm owned and operated by 
Maynard and Chris Anken, explained their farming 
operation.  Maynard and Chris are both graduates 

of Holland Patent School.  
Grandsons Jack and Bricen 
happened to be there and 
daughter Lisa.  A close friend 
of our son’s Duane, who served 
in Iraq and use to have a dairy 
farm spoke to the 8th graders 
briefly about farming.  We 
had NOFA-NY Organic fact 
sheets on “What is Organic 
Agriculture?”, “What is Organic 
Certification?”, and other 
organic farming fact sheets 

for the students 
from NOFA-NY 
Certified Organic, 
LLC.  The Ankens 
helped arrange 
a lunch break 
at Steuben Town 
Hall, complete 
with milk, cups, 
cow bracelets, 
DFA pencils, 
carabiners, and milk buttons donated by Dairy Farmers 
of America; and cheese and crackers and cider were 
provided by Alpine Echo Farm.  Mr. Hobart Kraeger 
spoke with students during lunch about his farming 
experience from conventional to organic and about life 
on his organic dairy farm, he has a medium size dairy 
farm.  After lunch, students toured Finndale Farm, a 
larger conventional dairy farm, to learn more about the 
dairy business and met representatives from Oneida 
County Soil and Water Conservation Service to learn 
about the science of farming. Finn family members, 
including some recent HP alumni, helped share their 
love of farming with the 8th graders.

One of the goals of the STEAM program was to make 
connections between school and community. These 
unique experiences were crucial in helping students 
complete their lunch menu challenge. As the first 
challenge of the school year ended, groups gave a 
final presentation highlighting their interesting, budget-
friendly, healthy, and sustainable lunch options. Thank 
you again to all the school and community members 
who helped make this challenge a success.”

What a great 
experience 
for the 8th 
graders and 
the teachers.  It 
was a beautiful 
autumn day 
with sunshine 
and still some 
fall foliage.

Our friend Nora Foley was able to take some pictures 
early in the morning, her grandson happened to be on 
the Farm Trip.
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Specialty Crop
By Mary Ann Unruh
Chickpeas, also known as garbanzo beans, are a pulse 
crop and grow well in North Dakota where the climate is 
very suitable.

Chickpea seeds are one of the earliest cultivated legumes 
and 7500-year-old remains have been found in the 
Middle East.  

Chickpea is a key ingredient in hummus and can be 
ground into flour. It is also used in salads, soups and 
stews. The chickpea is important in Indian and Middle 
Eastern cuisine.  India produces 64 percent of the world’s 
total chickpeas. 

Hummus is the Arabic word for chickpeas, which are often 
cooked and ground into a paste and mixed with sesame 
seed paste. By the end of the 20th century, hummus had 
become commonplace in American cuisine. 

Dried chickpeas are hard and should be soaked for 8 
to 10 hours then simmered for several hours in order to 
achieve optimum flavor and texture.  Chickpeas have a 
crunchy texture and can be used in a variety of recipes.  
Chickpeas can be roasted, spiced, and eaten as a snack. 
They can be ground into flour and added to soups, 
salads and meats. In the Philippines, chickpeas preserved 
in syrup are eaten as sweets and in desserts.

Chickpeas are a nutrient-dense food. One cup of cooked 
chickpeas provides 269 calories. Cooked chickpeas 
are 60 percent water and contain iron, some vitamins, 
carbohydrates, protein  fiber and  fat.  They have no 
cholesterol or gluten. 

Chickpeas have been associated with a number of 
possible health benefits, such as diabetes,bone and heart 

health, blood pressure 
and others.

The plant grows to 20–
50 cm (8–20 in) high 
and has small, feathery 
leaves on either side 
of the stem. Chickpeas 
are a type of pulse, with 
one seedpod containing 
two or three peas. It has 
white flowers with blue, 
violet, or pink veins. 

In some parts of the world, young chickpea leaves are 
consumed as cooked green vegetables. Especially in 
malnourished populations, it can supplement important 
dietary nutrients, because regions where chickpeas 
are consumed have been sometimes found to have 
populations lacking micronutrients. Chickpea leaves 
have a significantly higher mineral content than either 
cabbage leaves or spinach leaves. 

Chickpeas serve as an energy and protein source as 
animal feed. Raw chickpeas  leads to higher nutrition 
values and fewer digestive problems in nonruminants. 
Nonruminant diets can be completed with 200 g/kg of 
raw chickpeas to promote egg production and growth 
of birds and pigs. Higher amounts can be used when 
chickpeas are treated with heat. Experiments have shown 
that ruminants grow equally well and produce an equal 
amount and quality of milk when soybean or cereal 
meals are replaced with chickpeas. Pigs show the same 
performance, but growing pigs experience a negative 
effect of raw chickpea feed; extruded chickpeas can 
increase performance even in growing pigs. In poultry 
diet experiments with untreated chickpeas, only young 
broilers showed worse performance. Fish performed 
equally well when their soybean or cereal diet was 
replaced by extruded chickpeas.[22] Chickpea seeds 
have also been used in rabbit diets

Total U.S. acreage of chickpeas planted was up 53 
percent in 2017 compared to 2016. Chickpeas are 
grown primarily in Washington (36 percent of total 
production), Idaho (35 percent), Montana (20 percent), 
and California (4 percent). Other states with chickpea 
production include North Dakota, Oregon and South 
Dakota.
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Homeland Security
By Marlene Kouba
Only about 2 percent of illegals are able to find work in 
agriculture as they have to go through other departments 
to qualify and are often rejected for those with green 
cards. A recent poll showed that 33 percent of California 
farmers were delaying crop harvest or eliminating 
crops because they couldn’t find people to work. The 
poll also said the H2A guest ag worker program is a 
bust since only 4 percent of farmers used it to hire legal 
immigration labor.  

More than 100,000 foreign workers arrive in the USA 
annually as part of the employment based H-1B visa 
program. This visa can run for up to 6 years, and there 
are over 600,000 H-1B workers in the U.S. during any 
given year. An estimated 85,000 Americans are forced 
from their own jobs by the H-1B visa program each year 
and most of these workers are in the tech industry. One 
of the rules of this program for hiring foreign workers is 
that there must be no American worker able to perform 
the job. The U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS), has worked to reverse this trend and prevent 
job loss. In forcing employers to expand on their reason 
for needing foreign team members, the “Hire American” 
initiative has saved thousands of US jobs, as many were 
simply importing foreign workers to save money, which is 
not a valid use of the H-1B program.

Agents in Texas patrol an area of over 17,000 square 
miles in 19 counties, which includes 320 river miles and 
250 coastal miles. 

The western side of South Texas accounts for 96 percent 
of foot traffic, since there is no fencing. On the eastern 
side, fencing exists and only 4 percent of traffic occurs 
there. The eastern side was the busiest area in the country 

for illegal crossings in the 1990s before fencing was 
added. A new border wall has begun in Texas.

Researchers at Princeton calculate that the final number 
of illegal immigrants crossing our southern border in 
2019 could surge up to one million if left unchecked. 
There were 60,000 illegals who crossed the border in 
January, 76,000 in February and 50,000 in March.  
Numbers include only those who successfully cross the 
border. The research also shows only about 55% of those 
attempting to cross are caught and deflected. 

There are at least 4.5 million anchor babies in the 
country that exceeds the total number of annual 
American births, as about 300,000 anchor babies are 
born every year, exceeding the total  of American births 
in 48 states. Currently, the U.S. and Canada are the only 
developed nations in the world that offer unrestricted 
birthright citizenship. Data finds there are at least 1.2 
million anchor babies under the age of 18 residing in 
California with their illegal alien parents. Immigration 
Studies reveal there are an estimated 28,000 births to 
illegal aliens every year in the Los Angeles metro area, 
exceeding the total number of U.S. births in 14 states and 
the District of Columbia.  

(Sources: Houston Chronicle and World News Daily)

A Message from Marlene Kouba
Thank you to all who called or wrote encouraging notes 
of sympathy in cards after my grandson died suddenly 
on Christmas Day in Las Vegas.  It was a tough time 
for all of the family as my son has now tragically lost 
both of his children--Cheyenne at age 5 in 2008 and 
Dakota at age 19 in 2018. Both are now in a mortuary 
in Las Vegas where they had lived. Faith and time is 
healing and your friendship has helped a great deal. 

Most sincerely,

Marlene Kouba

As National Dairy Chair of  (Women Involved in Farm Economics) we 
urge your support H.R. 832.  Immediately call your US Congressman 

and advise them to support   H.R. 832  and get whole milk back in our 
schools, both flavored and unflavored whole milk. 

Chris Anken
National Dairy Chair (Women Involved in Farm Economics)

9423 Steuben Valley Rd., Holland Patent, NY 13354
home phone  315-865-4737  cell  phone 315-794-7321

Let’s get whole milk 
back in our schools!



Trade
By Ruth Laribee
Most of us have heard or seen the picture of the 
seizure of approximately one million pounds of pork 
smuggled in to the U.S. from China. They have an 
outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) for which there 
is no vaccine or treatment for the extremely contagious 
and deadly disease that can affect domestic and wild 
pigs. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Animal and Plant Service are stepping up attention 
to goods arriving from China and other ASF infected 
countries. Just one question, where was that pork 
going? To the Smithfield Company China owns here in 
the U.S.? 

Even though it seems that trade is at a standstill, 
the leaders of agencies are still meeting trying to 
work through the long history of uneven trade.                                                                                                                 
United States Trade Representative (USTR) Lighthizer 
and U.S. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin were in China 
for the first time since President Trumps postponement 
of an increase in tariffs on $200 billion worth of 
Chinese products. Its reported that in Beijing, China’s 
State Council stated the country will suspend the 
twenty five percent additional tariffs on U.S. cars and 
parts after April first for three months. Beijing would 
like the U.S. administration to eliminate all tariffs 
on goods. Some advisors think the tariffs should 
come off once China has lived up to their end of 
the bargain, while others feel that keeping some 
tariffs would help the U.S. to keep some leverage.                                                                                         
(USTR) Lighthizer and team would rather concentrate 
on China companies to transfer their technology to 
Chinese entities as a condition of doing business in 
their country.

China’s President Xi Jinping on April, 2019 will host 
the second Belt and Road Forum. This is President 
Jinping’s “signature foreign policy plan.” He revealed 

five years ago the infrastructure would increase 
trade through investments in power plants, ports and 
other infrastructure in more than eighty countries. 
Jinping stated this will gain and create even greater 
development openings for the people of Asian Pacific 
and elsewhere. 

What is the Belt and Road Forum? These roads and 
rails are being built and will go from Asia to Europe 
and Africa. The plan has been expanded to the Arctic 
and South America. They also plan to link to Greece, 
Laos, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and the Netherlands. While 
it is reported there are debt risks, and Pakistan and 
Malaysia are trying to negotiate or possible cancel 
the billions of dollars of worth, China is happy for the 
European Union’s push into Asia.

The United States, Mexico, and Canada agreement is 
still waiting for Congressional approval. Apparently, 
it will not be signed until 2020. The renegotiated pact 
will increase the United States grasp into Canadian 
milk, pharmaceutical markets, bolster labor and wider 
protection over intellectual properties. Some articles 
have reported that the United States is becoming 
increasing reliant on imports from China while China 
has become less reliant on imports from the United 
States. Will check out statistics for this next time.   

China is buying ten million metric tons of U.S. 
soybeans.  
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Beef
By Pam Potthoff
WIFE passed the following resolution 
during the 2018 National WIFE 
Convention:

 Whereas, various companies 
around the world have been 
developing protein sources from 
non-animal sources and calling these 
products “meat”; 
 Whereas, “meat” is defined as 
“flesh of animals, usually mammals, 
used as food”; and 
 Whereas, this lab-based 
product will be sold as an alternative 
to animal meat and will compete with 
real meat for the customer’s protein 
dollars; and 
 Whereas, labeling this lab-grown and/
or manufactured product as “meat” confuses the 
customers; 
 Therefore, be it Resolved, WIFE urges the use of 
some term that does not include “meat” (or pork, beef, 
or chicken, etc.) to label alternative protein sources.

This issue was selected as one of the WIFE priorities for 
2019.  

More than a dozen states have presented bills in 
their state legislatures to addressing the labeling of 
“fake meat”.  At least three states, South Dakota, 
Missouri and North Dakota, have passed legislation 
already.  Mississippi, Indiana, Nebraska, Arkansas and 
Washington have bills pending.  Virginia’s legislature 
voted down a bill on this issue.  

Advocates for accurate and truthful labeling emphasize 

consumer protection and lack of confusion.  Not 
allowing these products to cash in on the already-
achieved good reputation of meat is another reason.

The North American Meat Association argues that 
these products should be called “meat” so they can’t 
dodge regulatory compliance.  The Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) and the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) have announced they will jointly 
develop regulations for cultured meat products which 
could counter that argument. 

The American Civil Liberties and the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund claim regulations to require accurate 
labeling violate the First Amendment, makes labels 
more confusing, and are being used to suppress 
competition and protect animal agriculture.  The 
Freedom of Speech argument is one that has shot 
down more than one piece of legislation lately and 
will be fought by lawyers.  The position of WIFE is that 
not having correct labeling is more confusing, would 
produce unfair competition and untruthfully presents 
products as something they are not.

WIFE members are urged to become active in their 
own state legislatures as this issue comes up.  State by 
state we can achieve this priority.

The 2018 U.S. calf crop is estimated at 
36.5 million.  The recent blizzard and 
flooding in the Upper and Midwest took 
a toll on the 2019 calf crop.  “There 
may be as many as a million calves lost 
in Nebraska,” says agriculture secretary 
Sonny Purdue, United States Secretary 
of Agriculture. And that is only one 
state!  Will we see an increase in feeder 
calf prices next fall?
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Dairy
By Chris Anken
Source:  Bob Gray NDFC Newsletter
Source/Excerpts:  Bill Brook Hoard’s Dairyman
Source :  Hoard’s Dairyman

Are Milk Prices Finally Going In A Positive Way for the 
FARMER?

Lets hope so! Hoards Dairyman which does an awesome 
job in covering all major dairy issues has a wonderful 
article in their March 25th edition (Milk Check Outlook) 
by Bill Brooks, a dairy economist with the FCM Division 
of INTL FCStone Financial. Here are some abstracts from 
his article.

“USDA’s release of the World Agricultural Supply and 
Demand Estimates (WASDE) report in February had 
mostly good news for U.S. dairy producers. On the input 
side, feed costs are expected to climb only slightly in 
2019 when compared to the previous year. If realized, 
feed costs would climb due to higher corn prices, which 
would be offset by a lower soybean price.
  
On the other side of the equation, the U.S. All-Milk price 
midpoint is projected to be $17.25 per hundredweight 
(cwt.), up $1.05 from 2018’s price level. If the 2019 
All-Milk price is realized, it would be the eighth highest in 
history.

What does it mean? 

The improvement in milk prices offsets the slight increase 
in feed costs to push income over feed costs  for dairy 
producers to the highest level since 2017 when income 
over feed costs averaged $10.35. The general market, as 
represented by the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) 
futures prices, is slightly lower than USDA’s estimate when 
it comes to dairy producer profitability with feed prices in 
219 that are higher relative to milk prices.

On the high side. Using USDA’s marketing year 
midpoint projections for corn and soybeans, plus my 
rough estimate for alfalfa hay, the 2019 feed costs are 
projected to be $7.99 per cwt. When USDA’s feed costs 
are combined with their calendar year All-Milk midpoint 
price projection of $17.25, income over feed comes in at 
$9.26 per cwt. That is 93 cents above 2018’s estimated 
level of $8.33, but $1.09 lower than the 2013 to 2017 
five-year average of $10.26 per cwt.

On the low side. Looking at another source for prices, 
the CME futures market, the result is very similar. Using 
the February 15 future settling prices for corn and 
soybeans, plus my rough estimate for alfalfa hay, the 
2019 feed costs are projected to be $8.32 per cwt. When 
USDA’s $2.20 per cwt. difference between their 2019 
All-Milk and Class III milk price estimates are added 
to the February 15 CME Class III milk price in general, 
the 2019 outlook for dairy producers is expected to be 
moving in the right direction, but the economic gains 
will be uneven across the country with dairy producers in 
heavy cheese manufacturing areas lagging a bit versus 
other dairy producers in the country. Profitability is not 
expected to be drastically above or below the level to 
maintain or grow milk production in any one month, 
but it does look like a year that could help some dairy 
producers’ balance sheets.” 

These projections are still well short of where the dairy 
farmer would want to be. A $20.00 per hundredweight 
price or more is the goal and milk price stability is the key 
for the U.S. Dairy Farmer.

The number of U.S. Dairy Farms slide 6.8 percent.  On 
a percentage basis, last year’s loss in U.S. dairy farms 
was a massive 
rate of closures 
since 2001’s 
7.3 percent.  
$20.00 per 
hundredweight 
price or more 
would be nice 
for the U.S. Dairy 
Farmers.

All Grains
By Phyllis Hoskin
In the January issue of Western Farmer Stockman, Pay 
Hayes, barley breeder for Oregon State University had 
an interesting article on rather different varieties of 
malting barley could provide new flavor attributes for 
craft beers. Barley’s role in beer flavor is usually from 
the malting process, not the variety. Their team found 
that the variety can make a difference. Now they are 
working on producing varieties that will yield enough 
malt to make brewing with them feasible. This will be 
more “tools in our buckets” to work with. Craft beefs 
use more barley than mass-produced beer and that 
is good for growers of malting barley. And it usually 
brings a better price. 

When picking which variety to grow, for what-ever 
crop, please don’t put “all your eggs in one basket” 

until you know for sure it will work for you on your 
farm. Just because it was great on that farm 20-30 
miles down the road doesn’t mean your soil, etc. will 
produce the same. 

We really need to keep up on new varieties and try 
them. The research that our universities are doing 
really help up by mixing genes for things like drought 
resistance, stress, disease resistance, insect resistance, 
high protein, etc. This is called gene editing. But 
remember, with each resistant gene you add, you lose 
some yield. 

The wheat carry-over from 2016 was at an all time 
hight. The figures for 2017 are not in yet, but look like 
they will be a little lower. Some analysts are forecasting 
a bad crop year in the Ukraine and Russia which 
would make more market for us. Isn’t it a shame that 
we have to hope a farmer SOMEWHERE will go broke 
so another can make it?

Try to attend an ag show somewhere and take in all 
the new ideas, even if we can’t afford them. 

Best of luck for the Spring 2019 with calving, lambing, 
field work, and all the rest of the work we love on the 
land we love. 
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For those of you who haven’t heard, Michael Stumo (the CEO of the Coalition 
for a Prosperous America)’s daughter, Samya (24), was one of the passengers 

in the recent Ethiopian airplane crash. There were tragically no survivors. 

Below is his address if you would like to send any thoughts of sympathy. 

Michael Stumo 
615 Boardman Street
Sheffield, MA 01257

Tragic News Regarding Michale Stumo
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