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Message from the President

	 It	 is	 a	 true	 honor	 to	 be	 the	 president	 of	 well-spoken,	 intelligent	 and	 passionate	 advocates	 of	
agriculture.	 	 During	 Ag	 Week	 in	 March,	 WIFE	 made	 a	 successful	 appearance	 on	 the	 Hill	 in	
Washington,	D.C.	for	the	Annual	NaDonal	WIFE	LegislaDve	Seminar.		12	members	aIended	the	event	
and	the	members	per	state	included	Montana:	Linda	Newman	and	Mary	Ann	Murray;	North	Dakota:	
Diane	McDonald,	Deb	Dressler	and	Darcy	Dressler;	Nebraska:	Donna	Bolz;	New	York:	Ruth	Laribee	
and	Chris	Anken;	Colorado:	Elisabeth	Erickson-Noe,	Korry	Lewis,	Jillane	Hixson	and	myself.		WIFE	had	
four	first-Dme	aIendees	on	the	trip	this	year	and	we	hope	to	conDnue	to	have	more	next	year	as	our	
membership	conDnues	 to	grow.	 	All	 the	members	 that	aIended	did	an	excellent	 job	 represenDng	
WIFE	at	every	meeDng,	event	and	hearing.		Thank	you	to	each	of	you	that	took	Dme	out	of	your	busy	
schedules	to	aIend	this	important	annual	event	for	WIFE	and	represent	our	organizaDon.

The	week	 in	D.C.	was	very	busy	and	 I	am	so	 thankful	 to	Linda	Newman	and	Diane	McDonald	who	

helped	schedule	meeDngs	and	kept	us	on	track.	 	As	discussed	and	agreed	upon	at	the	40YZ	Annual	
WIFE	ConvenDon	last	fall,	the	two	key	prioriDes	for	WIFE	this	year	include	the	current	economic	crisis	
in	agriculture	and	the	upcoming	Farm	Bill.	 	Several	members	helped	dra[	a	handout	that	was	given	
to	 everyone	WIFE	met	with	 in	Washington,	D.C.	 and	 Korry	 Lewis,	 2017	NaDonal	WIFE	 ResoluDons	
Chair,	edited	the	handout	and	gave	it	a	professional	look.		Please	find	the	handout	in	this	newsleIer	
for	you	to	read.	 	If	you	would	like	more	copies	of	the	handout	to	include	with	your	leIers	or	would	
like	the	pdf	file	so	you	can	print	your	own,	please	contact	me	and	I	would	be	happy	help.		Thank	you,	
Korry,	for	your	excellent	help	on	the	handout!

The	week	kicked	off	with	an	all-day	Farm	Bill	Summit	seminar	 that	was	hosted	by	Agri-Pulse.	 	The	
seminar	 included	 several	 panel	 discussions	 on	 the	 upcoming	 Farm	 Bill	 and	 WIFE	 made	 quite	 a	
statement	 with	 a	 table	 of	 women	 in	 red	 jackets	 who	 are	 farmers	 and	 ranchers	 from	 across	 the	
country.	 	The	event	 included	the	opportunity	to	submit	quesDons	to	be	asked	to	the	panelists	and	
several	 WIFE	 members	 parDcipated	 by	 wriDng	 down	 quesDons	 and	 presented	 excellent	 points.		
Throughout	 this	 newsleIer	 you	 will	 find	 reports	 from	 the	 members	 that	 aIended	 the	 D.C.	 trip.		
Please	take	Dme	to	read	them	and	get	up-to-date	on	the	news	from	the	Hill.	 	A	handful	of	members	
le[	the	seminar	for	a	brief	Dme	to	make	a	quick	run	to	the	Longworth	House	Office	Building	to	meet	
with	Skylar	Sowder,	 staffer	 from	the	House	Agriculture	CommiIee	 for	Chairman	Michael	Conaway.		
The	Agri-Pulse	 Customer	AppreciaDon	RecepDon	was	 held	 that	 evening	 and	WIFE	 networked	with	
new	faces	while	enjoying	the	event.		
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WIFE 2017
Commodity & Topic Chairs

  Beef 
  Jennifer Jones, NE

  Dairy
  Chris Anken, NY

  All Grains
  Phyllis Hoskin, MT

  Energy
  Belinda Pierce Groner, CO

  Homeland Security
  Marlene Kouba, ND

  Natural Resources/Private 
  Property/Water/Endangered Species
  Jillane Hixson, CO

  Rural Life
  Mary Ann Unruh, ND

  Sugar
  Klodette Stroh, WY

  Trade
  Ruth Laribee, NY
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On	NaDonal	Ag	Day,	the	breakfast	event	was	organized	by	the	Agriculture	Council	of	America	
(ACA),	U.S.	Farmers	and	Ranchers	Alliance	(USFRA),	American	Agricultural	Editors’	AssociaDon	
(AAEA)	and	NaDonal	AssociaDon	of	Farm	BroadcasDng	(NAFB).	 	The	event	recognized	several	
people	 from	 agriculture	 with	 special	 awards	 and	 included	 a	 panel	 discussion	 on	 SMART	
Farming:	Producing	Sustainable,	NutriDous	Food	for	Life.	 	Please	read	more	about	this	in	this	
newsleIer.	 	 While	 two	 members	 aIended	 this	 great	 event,	 the	 rest	 went	 to	 the	 U.S.	
Department	of	Agriculture	 (USDA)	 for	briefings	 from	Lilia	McFarland	on	 the	USDA	New	and	
Beginning	 Farmer	 and	 Rancher	 Program	 and	 from	 Robert	 Ibarra,	 AcDng	 Associate	
Administrator,	Risk	Management	Agency,	who	gave	a	presentaDon	on	“Risk	Management	and	
the	Federal	Crop	 Insurance	Program.”	 	The	briefings	 included	a	 lot	of	 informaDon	and	gave	
members	 the	 opportunity	 to	 ask	 quesDons	 pertaining	 to	 each	 topic	 while	 sharing	 our	
concerns	in	agriculture.			WIFE	members	loved	visiDng	with	Kathryn	Hill	at	USDA	and	enjoyed	
hearing	her	stories	while	eaDng	lunch.		Members	began	to	visit	their	congressional	offices	and	
some	 aIended	 the	 House	 Agriculture	 CommiIee,	 SubcommiIee	 on	 Livestock	 and	 Foreign	
Agriculture	 Public	 Hearing	 –	 The	 Next	 Farm	 Bill:	 Livestock	 Producer’s	 PerspecDves.	 	 The	
NaDonal	Ag	Day	events	ended	with	a	Taste	of	Ag	RecepDon	held	at	the	Capitol	Visitor	Center.		

The	next	day	kicked	off	with	a	delicious	breakfast	at	DuPont’s	office.	 	Krysta	Harden	and	her	
team	kindly	hosted	our	WIFE	group	for	breakfast	and	we	all	truly	enjoyed	the	opportunity	to	
meet	with	 them	and	 listen	 to	Ms.	Harden’s	wisdom	and	 encouragement.	 	WIFE	 hurried	 to	
meet	 with	 staffers	 from	 the	 Senate	 CommiIee	 on	 Agriculture,	 NutriDon	 and	 Forestry	
following	the	DuPont	breakfast.	 	WIFE	met	with	staffers	from	Chairman	Pat	Robert’s	office	as	
well	 as	 Ranking	 Member	 Debbie	 Stabenow’s	 office.	 	 WIFE	 was	 honored	 to	 have	 the	
opportunity	to	discuss	our	key	prioriDes	with	the	professional	staff	from	these	two	offices	and	
felt	the	meeDngs	went	well.		Wayne	Stoskopf	was	one	of	the	staffers	for	Chairman	Pat	Roberts	
and	he	stated	that	his	mom	used	to	be	a	WIFE	member	and	that	his	sister	is	now	back	on	his	
family	farm	in	Kansas	helping	run	the	operaDon.	 	New	York	WIFE	members	Chris	Anken	and	
Ruth	Laribee	aIended	the	House	Ag	CommiIee	Hearing	–	Full	CommiIee	Public	Hearing	on	
“The	Next	Farm	Bill:	Dairy	Policy.”		

Mary	 Ann	 Murray	 and	 Linda	 Newman	 aIended	 the	 Council	 for	 Agricultural	 Science	 and	
Technology	Seminar	on	“The	Need	for	Agricultural	InnovaDon	to	Sustainable	Feed	the	World	
by	2050:	Plant	Breeding	and	GeneDcs”.	 	The	twelve	red	jackets	were	very	busy	on	the	Hill	as	
you	 can	 tell!	 	 There	wasn’t	much	down	Dme	 to	 take	a	break	as	meeDngs	 and	events	were	
scheduled	Dght	but	everyone	was	on	a	mission	and	had	fun	enjoying	the	spring	weather.		That	
evening	 a	 few	 members	 went	 to	 the	 Trump	 InternaDonal	 Hotel	 to	 enjoy	 dinner	 with	 Lia	
Biondo	 from	 Western	 Skies	 Strategies	 and	 the	 US	 CaIlemen’s	 AssociaDon.	 	 While	 taking	
pictures	a[er	dinner,	a	man	walks	up	to	the	waitress	taking	our	picture	and	started	talking	to	
her.		In	an	instant,	he	started	walking	towards	us	and	said	we	wouldn’t	believe	what	he	had	to	
say.	 	 He	 introduced	 himself	 as	 Chris	 O’Connell	 and	 is	 the	 son	 of	 one	 of	 WIFE’s	 founding	
mothers,	Joan	O’Connell	from	Nebraska.	 	We	were	all	in	shock	and	enjoyed	visiDng	with	him	
briefly	 before	 catching	 the	 shuIle	 back	 to	 our	 hotel.	 	 He	 stated	 that	 he	 plans	 to	 run	 for	
congress	someday	and	that	his	mother	is	his	inspiraDon.	 	He	told	us	a	story	about	going	to	a	
WIFE	meeDng	with	his	mom	 in	Grand	 Island,	Nebraska	 to	meet	with	presidenDal	 candidate	
Ronald	Reagan.	 	 The	WIFE	group	had	a	private	meeDng	with	Ronald	Reagan	and	he	clearly	
remembers	the	conversaDon	that	day.	 	 It	 is	amazing	how	small	 this	world	 is	and	how	easily	
connecDons	can	be	made	through	WIFE	because	of	the	red	jackets	and	the	impact	WIFE	has	
made.	 	The	WIFE	member	that	came	up	with	the	idea	for	red	to	be	the	official	color	of	WIFE	
and	for	WIFE	members	to	wear	red	jackets	was	a	genius,	in	my	opinion.
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Watch for your WIFE Weekly News 
Brief emails  from 

wifenewsbrief2@gmail.com

Please look for them in your email 
inbox, junk and spam folders!!

Are you receiving the news briefs?  

Send your email address to President 
Froese at 

kerry.froese33@gmail.com 
to subscribe

**In Memoriam  **
	 It	is	with	great	sorrow	that	I	tell	you	about	
the	death	of	Henry	Rohla.		He	had	been	in	poor	
health	in	a	nursing	home.		Frances	was	on	a	
Nebraska	WIFE	call	with	us	all	when	the	word	of	his	
death	came	to	her.	
	 Henry	was	an	avid	supporter	of	WIFE	and	
aIended	many	naDonal	convenDons.		Locally	he	
was	a	solid	spokesman	for	agriculture.		Cards	can	
reach	Frances	at	2007	Hwy	41,	Milligan,	NE		
68406-3904.		Her	number	is	402-629-4326.	

Memorials	can	be	sent	to	the	FAED	
Scholarship	fund:		Melinda	Sorem,		26561	NW	208	
Rd,	Jetmore,	KS		67854.

tel:(402)%20629-4326
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The	 week	 ended	 with	 corporate	 visits	 to	 meet	 with	 sponsors	 of	
WIFE	and	everyone	flew	home	with	Dred	feet.	 	I	was	so	inspired	by	
the	 trip	 and	 truly	 believe	 that	 WIFE	 made	 a	 difference	 for	
agriculture	 while	 on	 the	 Hill.	 	 It	 is	 very	 important	 that	 WIFE	
conDnues	to	communicate	through	e-mails,	 leIers	and	phone	calls	
to	 make	 our	 voices	 for	 agriculture	 heard	 at	 every	 level	 to	 our	
elected	 and	 appointed	 officials.	 	 Take	 Dme	 to	 parDcipate	 in	 our	
leIer	 wriDng	 campaign	 and	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	 me	 any	 Dme	 to	
discuss	WIFE,	life	and	anything	in-between.		

I	made	a	quick	trip	to	visit	my	sister	in	northeastern	Oklahoma	last	
week.	 	 I	drove	through	Greensburg,	KS	on	my	way	east	and	on	my	
way	home	I	took	a	detour	to	drive	through	the	counDes	affected	by	
the	wildfires	 in	 Kansas.	 	 Greensburg,	 Kansas	 is	 completely	 rebuilt	
and	is	a	beauDful	city.		This	week	Greensburg	is	celebraDng	10	years	
strong	 following	 the	 deadly	 tornado	 that	 destroyed	 the	 town.	 	 	 I	
drove	 on	 U.S.	 highway	 160	 on	 my	 way	 home	 through	 Ashland,	
Kansas	to	see	first-hand	the	destrucDon	from	the	wildfires	in	March.		
The	grass	is	lush	green,	there	is	water	in	the	creeks	and	ponds	with	
new	fences	being	built	and	old	fences	gerng	a	few	new	cedar	posts	
where	needed.	 	I	saw	some	of	the	caIle	in	the	pastures	and	a	few	
had	missing	hair,	but	they	were	happily	grazing	alongside	the	rest	of	
the	 herd.	 	 Though	 the	 devastaDon	 is	 heartbreaking	 and	 forever	
changed	 the	 lives	 of	 many,	 the	 blessings	 from	 God	 and	 the	
generosity	 from	 everyone	 across	 the	 country	 working	 together	 to	
restore	these	communiDes	is	inspiring.		May	God	bless	you	and	your	
family	this	growing	season.

National Convention 2017
your help needed!! 

At the 40th Annual National WIFE Convention last fall, 
members wanted to join this year's annual convention 
with a women's conference so that members in 
attendance could take care of WIFE business and enjoy 
the speakers, breakout sessions and networking with 
more women in agriculture.  The thought is that WIFE 
would have our business portion the day prior to the 
conference then enjoy the conference the rest of the 
time.  This idea was well-received by those in 
attendance at last year's convention as less work is 
needed to organize the event as you wouldn't need to 
find sponsors, plan meals, etc.  Remember the 
registration cost might be higher with this idea.  What 
are your thoughts?  Contact a national officer by May 
20th with your thoughts.  We need your input to make 
a decision before the June Board of Director's meeting 
on June 6th. 

A few suggestions from the Board of Director's meeting 
in Washington, D.C. included the Executive Women in 
Ag Conference, Nov. 29 - Dec. 1st in Chicago, IL; the 
American Agri-Women Convention Nov. 16 - 18 in 
Bloomington, MN; or the Women Stepping Forward for 
Agriculture Conference Sept. 26 - 27 in Billings, MT 
(this would need approval from the membership as it is 
against the bylaws that state the convention is to be 
held in October or November). 

Please contact a national officer with your answers to 
the following questions:  1) Do you think the national 
WIFE annual convention should joined with another 
conference?  2) If you like the idea of joining with a 
conference, which one?  Feel free to research and 
submit a different conference than one that is listed 
above. 3) Would you attend?  4)  Do you have any other 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS!

The	June	BOD	Conference	Call	will	be	Tuesday,	June	6th,	2017	at	6:30	pm	MDT.		
Call	in	#	641-715-3680	and	Pin	315072#

WIFE	NominaDng	CommiIee	needs	 to	have	 slate	of	 officers	 report	by	 the	BOD	
Conference	Call	on	June	6th.

Any	 proposed	 Bylaw/Procedure	 Manual	changes	 need	 to	 be	 submiIed	 to	 Lisa	
Goodheart,	NaDonal	WIFE	Bylaws/Procedure	Manual	Chair,	25	days	prior	 to	the	
June	6th	call,	which	is	May	12th.		Contact	informaDon:	Lisa	Goodheart,	230	Hwy	
128,	Glen	Elder,	KS	67446;	Phone	#	(785)545-3590;	E-mail:	soxer@nckcn.com

ArDcles	due	for	the	August	2017	WIFEline	by	July	25th!!3 of 19

tel:(641)%20715-3680
mailto:soxer@nckcn.com
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	ACTIONS	NEEDED	TO	PROMOTE	BEEF

Four	 current	 items	 concerning	 beef	 are	 the	 GIPSA	 Interim	 Final	 Rule,	
COOL,	 Voluntary	 Checkoff	 Programs	 and	 the	 importaDon	 of	 beef	 from	
Brazil.		All	of	these	areas	need	your	aIenDon	and	acDon.
	
1.       	The	 Grain	 InspecDon	 Packer	 and	 Stockyards	 Act	 (GIPSA)	 rules	
effecDve	 date	 has	 been	 extended	 unDl	October	 19.	 A	 Call	 to	 AcDon	was	
found	in	the	mid-April	WIFE	News	Brief.		If	you	did	not	get	the	alert	or	any	
other	informaDon	listed	in	this	arDcle,	please	contact	me	at	308-350-1202	
and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 a	 hard	 copy.	 Before	 the	 original	 deadline,	 WIFE	
presented	 wriIen	 tesDmony	 requesDng	 the	 implementaDon	 of	 these	
rules.	Now	the	USDA	is	asking	for	more	comments,	specifically	whether	to	
implement	 or	 not.	 WIFE	 members	 should	 submit	 more	 comments	
requesDng	 these	 rules	be	put	 into	effect	 immediately.	Details	on	how	 to	
submit	comments	electronically	are	found	in	the	News	Brief.
	
2.       On	March	28,	Senator	Mike	Lee	from	Utah	introduced	two	bills:		S.
740	Voluntary	Checkoff	Program	ParDcipaDon	Act	and	S.741	OpportuniDes	
for	Fairness	in	Farming	Act	of	2017.	Companion	bills	in	the	House	are	HR.	
1752	and	H.R.	1753.	WIFE	Policy	supports	voluntary	checkoffs.	Send	your	
comments	 to:	 the	 U.S.	 Senate	 CommiIee	 on	 Agriculture,	 NutriDon	 and	
Forestry	 -	 hIps://www.agriculture.senate.gov/	 and	 the	 U.S.	 House	
Agriculture	 CommiIee	 -	 hIp://agriculture.house.gov/.	 (The	 Policy	 Book,	
addresses	for	Ag	CommiIees	and	websites	for	looking	at	these	bills	can	be	
found	at	WIFEline.com).	
	
3.       If	President	Trump	is	serious	about	his	“Buy	American”	policy,	then	
now	 is	 the	 Dme	 to	make	 sure	 Americans	 know	where	 their	 beef	 comes	
from.	 Country	 of	 Origin	 Labeling	 (COOL)	 got	 the	 short	 end	 of	 the	 sha[	
when	Congress	refused	to	defend	it.	Now	it	is	Dme	to	push	for	Americans	
to	 be	 able	 to	 “Buy	 American”	when	 it	 comes	 to	meat.	 Economically	 for	
producers,	the	repeal	of	COOL	was	a	disaster.	Using	Sterling	MarkeDng	and	
Beef	USA	figures,	the	feeder	industry	lost	$4.7	billion,	beef	producers	lost	
$9.6	 billion	 and	 the	 dairy	 and	 veal	 industry	 lost	 nearly	 $1.8	 billion	 for	 a	
grand	total	of	$16.1	billion	a[er	Cool	was	repealed.	The	organizaDon,	US	
CaIlemen	 have	 started	 a	 peDDon	 to	 request	 COOL	 for	 beef	 that	
designates	 beef	 born,	 raised	 and	harvested	 in	 the	U.S.	 As	 it	 stands	 right	
now,	caIle	or	beef	that	is	imported	into	our	borders	and	then	undergoes	
further	processing	or	handling	at	a	USDA-inspected	facility	can	be	labeled	
as	a	“Product	of	the	United	States”.	This	misleads	consumers	into	thinking	
they	 are	 gerng	 real	 US	 beef.	 Consumers	 cannot	make	wise	 decisions	 if	
they	 do	 not	 have	 adequate	 informaDon.	 If	 we	 don’t	 demand	 COOL,	 the	
processing	industry	will	never	provide	it.	You	can	sign	onto	this	peDDon	at	
hIp://bit.ly/COOLforBeef	or	call	me	for	 informaDon.		This	peDDon	will	be	
delivered	 to	President	Trump’s	Agricultural	and	Rural	Advisory	Team	and	
the	USDA	Food	Safety	and	InspecDon	Service.		

 4.       Last	month	an	invesDgaDon	by	Brazil’s	federal	police	
reported

	that	Brazilian	beef	plants	knowingly	sold	roIen	meat	to	schools	
and

	to	the	public,	exported	spoiled	meat	to	other	countries,
	and	Brazilian	beef	samples	tested	posiDve	for	dangerous
	bacteria,	including	salmonella.	Many	beef	imporDng	naDons	took
	the	precauDon	of	placing	bans	on	Brazilian	beef.	The	United	

States,
	which	produces	more	beef	than	any	other	country	in	the	world	

and	
is	the	world’s	largest	beef	consumer,	did	not	take	the	

precauDonary
	step	of	banning	Brazilian	imports.	Because	of	the	repeal	of	

Country
	of	Origin	Labeling	(COOL),	our	great	American	consumers	are	not	

able
	to	tell	whether	they	are	eaDng	good,	wholesome	American	beef
	or	tainted	Brazilian	beef.	R-CALF	USA	has	started	a	peDDon	asking
	the	White	House	to	ban	“unsafe”	beef	imports	from	Brazil	unDl	
American	consumers	can	begin	differenDaDng	Brazilian	beef
	from	American	beef	through	a	COOL	label.	Beef	found	in	
stores	now	carries	an	official	U.S.	inspecDon	sDcker	which	implies
	it	is	US	beef	but	that	isn’t	necessarily	so.	Only	a	COOL	label	
or	some	branded	products	would	include	that	informaDon.	The	
peDDon	to	ban	Brazilian	beef	can	be	found	at
	
www.BanBrazilianBeef.com,	URL:	hIps://

peDDons.whitehouse.govpeDDon
/ban-brazilian-imports-unDl-all-beef-labeled-its-country-origin	
or	the	We	the	People	website.		The	White	House	will	review	the	

peDDon
	if	100,000	signatures	are	submiIed.	This	is	one	opportunity	for	

you,
	the	consumer/producer,	to	voice	your	desire	for	labeling	of
	beef.	Previous	polls	have	found	that	up	to	90%	of	US	consumers	
want	to	know	the	origin	of	their	beef.		Please	add	your	name
	to	this	peDDon,	too.	

Beef Report
by Jennifer Jones

The	NaDonal	WIFE	LeIer	WriDng	Campaign	is	up	and	running.		
In	April	2017,	the	beef	industry	was	the	topic	including	current	
issues,	Proposed	GIPSA	rules,	checkoff	reform,	truth	in	labeling	
and	COOL.
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If we have high import tariffs how will it affect us with the 
World Trade Organization (WTO)? There is talk of a border 
adjustment tax. How would it affect us if other countries 
applied the tax and at the same rate? According to some the 
playing field would not be completely level but it could reduce 
the inconsistency as to how exporters and importers would be 
dealt with in bilateral trade because the cost of labor would be 
free from the tax on the export. There are also thoughts of a 
“destination tax”. How this would work is if a business 
imported goods they would have to pay the required tax, if 
they exported they would not pay the tax.  This of course 
would be good for the United States but not for the other 
country.

Ruth Laribee
Trade

It’s definitely in the news concerning Canada’s possible breach in 
its trade agreements under the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) and World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Their endeavor to make a new class of milk effectively stops the 
United States exports of ultra-filtered milk from New York and 
Wisconsin. It is estimated it could cost the industry approximately 
$150 million plus loss of farms, processing plants, and farm 
related jobs. With a plan for a new pricing system the milk could 
be put on the market to cheese makers for a lower price thereby 
undermining the trade market. There are figures out that put 
Canadian tariffs imposed on U.S. dairy at 270 percent. There is 
also contention on softwood lumber. Wilber Ross the U.S. 
Commerce Secretary has imposed a preliminary tariff which could 
one billion a year. Canada plans to take the disagreement to the 
WTO. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stands by their 
high tariffs of imported products and said, “Let’s not pretend we 
are in a global market when it comes to agriculture”. Canada’s 
largest trading partner is the United States.

Imports from India here in the U.S. again. Snack foods, like 
cookies, snack bars, cereals and wafer spirals are new products 
from India. Crispy Wafer Spirals, from India were found on a 
Florida shelf and are using the “Got milk” logo.  India is noted for 
Foot in Mouth Infections. The “Got Milk” logo is a California 
owned licensed legal trademark. Jan Shepel writes in The 
Milkweed issue, “why is that logo being used to promote products 
made in India:? After much investigation the question still goes 
unanswered. But the good news is they are still looking!

It’s being reported that President Trump and President Xi Jinping 
of China have reached an agreement to let beef exports in from the 
United States. This could be a $7 billon boon to the United States 
beef industry. It was also noted that China’s President proposed to 
import more agricultural products and American grain.  Two other 
countries have reopened for imports of United States beef. U.S. 
beef has been banned since 2003 and terms have to be worked out.
This administration has indicated that it wants to have trade pacts 
separately with countries starting with Mexico and Canada.  There 
have been several articles written on concerns of what our United 
States trade policies will be. Will there be changes in the North 
American Free Trade Agreements (NAFTA), trade relations, more 
bilateral trade?   6 of 19



Sugar 
by Klodette Stroh

Sugarcane agriculture produces majority of world’s demand. Cane accounts for 
80% of sugar produced; most of the rest is made from sugar beets.
Sugar beet and sugar cane industry need each other to maintain a balance sugar 
production to benefit American taxpayers. Majority of sugar beets crop are grown 
in Western part of United States.  In 1902, federal Irrigation projects were 
authorized by President Theodore Roosevelt to build dams and irrigation systems 
to grow crops and populate the Western States. Sugar beets crop became one of 
major crop grown by flood irrigation method in cooler temperature areas.
There is close to 1,100,000 acres of sugar beets that are grown in 10 states and 
are processed in 22 sugar beet factories. Sugar beets industry creates 88,200 full 
time direct and indirect jobs for people across the nation. They are planted on 
more than 1 million acres. Sugar beet seed companies such as Monsanto provides 
beet seed to growers. Cost of is high because of EPA and safety regulation. Sugar 
beets are harvested and transported to a factory. Each load is weighed and 
sampled before it gets delivered to the pilling areas. The beet sample is checked 
for soil tare which is the amount of non-beet delivered. crown tare the amount of 
low-sugar beet delivered. Sugar content amount of sucrose in the crop nitrogen 
content for recommending future fertilizer use to the farmer. From these 
elements, the actual sugar content of the load is calculated and the grower's 
payment determined.
At the factory, the beet roots are washed, mechanically sliced into thin strips, and 
passed to a machine called a diffuser to extract the sugar content into a water 
solution. The last step is molasses that has been extracted from the sugar beets 
are placed in centrifuge to remove the liquid and get granulated pure sugar.   
Sugar beets are produced in Montana, Idaho, Washington, Colorado, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan, Oregon and California and my state of 
Wyoming.
Sugarcane predominantly grows in the tropical and subtropical regions. The 
Persians discovered the famous "reeds that produce honey without bees" in India 
between the 6th and 4th centuries BC. They adopted and then spread sugarcane 
agriculture. Sugar cane produces seed but the modern stem cutting has become 
the most common reproduction method. Each cutting must contain at least one 
bud, and the cuttings are sometimes hand-planted. Sugarcane is harvested by 
hand and mechanically. Hand harvesting accounts for more than half of 
production, and is dominant in the developing world. In hand harvesting, the field 
is first set on fire. Traditionally, sugarcane processing requires two stages. Mills 
extract raw sugar from freshly harvested cane and "mill-white” sugar is sometimes 
produced immediately after the first stage at sugar-extraction mills, intended for 
local consumption. Sugar crystals appear naturally white in color during the 
crystallization process. Sulfur dioxide is added to inhibit the formation of color-
inducing molecules as well as to stabilize the sugar juices during evaporation.
In more technologically advanced countries like the United States and Australia, 
sugar cane processing has two processing steps: first is milling then refining 
processing.  Sugar cane processing takes place in eight cane refineries and 18 
mills.  United States grow sugar cane in Florida, Louisiana and Texas. The 
production and processing of sugarcane creates 71,900 full time direct and indirect 
jobs.
American farmers are one of the most efficient farmers in their practices. Keeping 
in mind today’s high cost of production. Sugar beet farmers in irrigated areas 
spend between $1,000 and $1,100 an acre. On the other hand, sugar cane 
farmers invest $1,100 and $1,300 an acre especially around the Florida’s 
everglades where sugar cane farmers have been sentenced to pay $300 million 
over 20 years to restore the Everglades.
Comparing American sugar farmers and our industry with foreign countries we 
discover 110 foreign countries subsidize sugar production, consumption and trade 
in some way. This makes sugar one of the most heavily subsidized and therefore 
distorted markets in the world. Present sugar program give stability to the U.S. 
sugar prices and ensures plenty of sugar in our grocery shelves.
To protect the taxpayers from sugar prices and the insecurity of supply, in 1981 
Congress included a sugar program in the Farm Bill. It stabilized the price at a 
reasonable level, and assured American consumers and giant sugar users such as 
candy, cereal and soft drink makers a reliable and high quality supply of pure 
natural sugar.

Since 1985 no sugar farmer has received a cost-of-living adjustment. For 
perspective, the mean household income has more than doubled over that 
time.
Looking back to our history indicates that United States learned a good 
lesson years ago. Sugar history shows us that after 40 years, in 1974 
when the U.S. Sugar Act expired, the world price skyrocketed to 60 cents 
a pound. American consumers suffered. Then it dropped to 3 cents a 
pound and forced many sugar beet and cane farmers out of business, but 
consumers found out no saving in their food prices.
2018 Farm Bill hearing have already begun in both the House and Senate 
on the new Farm Bill.  Former Gov. Sonny Perdue is the incoming 
Secretary of Agriculture. We have to make sure the new administration 
knows farmer's story. 
First Americans started growing crops in Agriculture soil to sustain their 
livelihoods. Agriculture has been the stepping stone to build this nation’s 
economy.  Today this country has to recognize and support American 
agriculture and farmers.
World population will reach 9 billion by 2050. There will be millions of new 
mouths to feed, many of whom rely on United States’ food production to 
meet this need.
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Food	and	how	it	affects	our	health	is	one	of	the	biggest	challenges	
facing	 our	 world.	 Poor	 nutriDon	 is	 the	 leading	 cause	 of	 poor	
health	 in	 the	 United	 States	 as	 well	 as	 globally,	 causing	 more	
deaths	 and	 disability	 than	 any	 other	 factor.	 NutriDon	 is	 the	
number	 one	 cause	 of	 illness,	 yet	 it	 is	 ignored	 by	 the	 health	
system,	 according	 to	 Tu[s	 University,	 Health	 and	 NutriDon	
NewsleIer.

	 It	 is	 Dme	we	 TAKE	 CHARGE	 of	 our	 own	 health	 and	 our	
lifestyle.	 	The	food	system	is	the	leading	cause	of	environmental	
impact	on	the	planet.	Our	food	and	how	we	grow	it	accounts	for	
70	 %	 percent	 of	 water	 use	 and	 90	 %	 percent	 of	 deforestaDon	
having	 immense	 challenges	 to	 oceans,	 fish	 and	 greenhouse	 gas	
emissions.	

It’s	Dme	to	think	about	health	and	environmental	 issues,	
as	well	as	the	costs	 involved.	 	 Just	the	cost	of	diabetes	and	pre-
diabetes—which	 is	 mostly	 preventable	 by	 what	 you	 eat	 and	 a	
more	acDve	lifestyle,	and	could	be	curable,	costs	$322	billion	per	
year.	 	If	you	add	the	cost	of	diseases,	like	cogniDve	decline,	heart	
disease,	 obesity	 and	 cancers	 we	 can	 reach	 $1	 trillion	 dollars	
annually,	 for	 diseases	 that	 could	 be	 avoided	 by	 beIer	 eaDng	
choices	 and	 a	 beIer	 lifestyle	 through	 exercise.	 Is	 it	 Dme	 for	
another	White	House	Conference	on	NutriDon?	The	last	one	was	
held	in	1969---47	years	ago.		

We	spend	$3	trillion	annually	on	healthcare	which	is	 	five	
Dmes	more	than	our	military	spending.		Every	34	seconds	there	is	
a	heart	aIack	in	the	United	States.	Heart	aIacks	are	the	number	
one	 killer.	 About	 735,000	 Americans	 have	 heart	 aIacks	 every	
year.	 	The	good	news	is	you	can	fend	off	heart	aIacks	by	eaDng	
fruits,	vegetables,	whole	grains,	nuts	and	avoid	sugary	drinks	and	
fried	 foods.	Exercise	and	walking	10,000	steps	per	day	will	help.	
We	need	 to	stop	smoking	and	avoid	second	hand	smoke.	Eat	 to	
beat	 belly	 fat	 as	 well	 as	 eat	 berries	 to	 keep	 your	 mind	 sharp.	
Overall	 32	%	percent	of	adults	 surveyed	 that	have	one	of	 seven	
chronic	condiDons,	reported	no	physical	acDviDes	 like	walking	or	
fitness	plan.	Plan	 to	eat	mindfully	 to	promote	beIer	health	and	
MOVE.	 Vigorous	 acDviDes	 can	 sDmulate	 your	 metabolism	 and	
walking	briskly	is	one	of	them.				

Most	Americans	are	disconnected	from	the	hard	work	on	
the	farm.	Farmers	make	up	only	two	percent	of	the	United	States	
populaDon,	yet	they	sDll	manage	to	raise	about	262	percent	more	
food	 than	 in	 1950.	 Today	 each	 farmer	 feeds	 155	 people.	
America’s	 farmers	 give	 us	 the	 most	 abundant,	 safe,	 and	
affordable	food	supply	in	the	world	and	do	it	humanely.		

As	we	begin	our	spring	acDviDes	try	to	incorporate	eaDng	
healthy	and	exercise	regularly.	These	are	the	most	powerful	and	
natural	things	you	can	do	to	protect	your	health	and	welfare.

Food and Our Health
by Mary Ann Unruh, ND

ALL GRAINS
by Phyllis Hoskin

First,	 I	 must	 apologize	 to	 each	 of	 you	 for	 not	 having	 a	
report	in	the	last	issue.		I	can't	use	my	normal
excuse	of	"I	forgot"	because	I	never	even	gave	it	a	thought	
unDl	I	read	the	other	reports.	So	here	goes	with	very	liIle	
knowledge	of	grain.	We	do	raise	malt	barley	and	this	year	
my	guys	will	have	a	few	acres	of	spring	wheat	because	the	
acres	of	malt	barley	and	sugar	beets	have	been	cut	quite	a	
bit.	These	are	grown	under	contract	so	we	grow	what	and	
how	much	the	company	tells	you	to.
In	 reading	 everything	 about	 grain	 in	 the	 farm	 papers	my	
husband	 gets,	 (and	 that	 is	 quite	 a	 few!)	 there	 is	 a	 lot	 to	
learn.	 Found	 an	 arDcle	 about	Wheat	 Streak	Mosaic	 Virus	
that	is	found	mainly	in	winter	wheat	but	can	be	spread	to	
spring	wheat	by	over	wintering	on	host	plants.	The	virus	is	
caused	 by	 a	 wingless	 mite	 that	 "over	 winters	 as	 eggs,	
nymphs,	or	adults	in	winter	wheat,	volunteers	or	perennial	
grassy	weeds,"	says	Mary	Burrows,	MSU	plant	pathologist.	
Andrew	 Friskop,	 NDSU	 plant	 pathologist	 says,	 "This	 is	 a	
management	 disease.	 Break	 the	 green	 bridge	 before	
planDng	and	you	will	drasDcally	limit	WSMV."	According	to	
this	 arDcle,	 North	 Dakota	 and	 Montana	 are	 "ripe"	 for	
WSMV	this	year	and	the	best	way	to	control	it	is	very	good	
weed	control.	For	more	informaDon	in	Montana,	call	Mary	
Burrows	 at	 406-599-9966	 and	 in	 North	 Dakota	 contact	
Jesse	 Ostrander,	 NDSU	 plant	 diagnosDcian,	 or	 Andrew	
Friskop,	NDSU	plant	pathologist.
Another	interesDng	arDcle	was	about	using	disDller’s	grains	
as	ferDlizer.	NDSU's	Carrington	Research	Extension	Center	
have	 been	 tesDng	 wet	 disDllers	 grains	 and	 condensed	
disDllers	 solubles	 to	 see	 if	 they	 are	 a	 viable	 source	 of	
phosphorus	 for	 corn	and	spring	wheat.	 Jasper	Teboh,	 soil	
scienDst	for	Carrington	Center	says,"	These	results	indicate	
that	 there	 are	 nutrient	 benefits	 to	 crops	 from	 using	
disDllers	grains	as	sources	of	crop	nutrients."	He	also	says,	
“Only	 those	 farmers	 close	 to	 ethanol	 plants	 are	 likely	 to	
benefit	 from	using	disDllers	 grains	 as	 ferDlizer	because	of	
transportaDon	costs."
For	 more	 informaDon	 you	 can	 visit	 the	 Carrington	
Research	Extension	Center's	website	at	hIp://Dnyurl.com/
DisDllersGrainsasP
FYI	 ---	The	Mesopotamians	built	 the	first	 simple	 irrigaDon	
system	around	7000	B.C.	The	earliest	large-scale	irrigaDon	
system	was	 created	 around	 4000	 B.C.	 in	 southern	 Russia	
This	system	had	canals	up	to	10	feet	across	and	more	than	
a	mile	long.

8 of 19

http://tinyurl.com/DistillersGrainsasP
http://tinyurl.com/DistillersGrainsasP


The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) said it detained 444 
Mexican nationals between January 1 and March 8 and more than they 
did annually in any of the three previous years. The spike comes 
immediately after Canada's federal government lifted its visa 
requirement for Mexican citizens in December. Many Mexicans have 
shifted their focus from the United States to Canada as President Donald 
Trump vows to crack down on America's undocumented immigrants, 
about half of whom are Mexican. On March 17, immigration judges 
were reassigned to 12 U.S. cities to speed up deportation. With the visa 
requirement lifted, all that Mexicans need to come to Canada is an 
Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA), obtainable online in a matter of 
minutes. But they cannot work without a work permit, and the eTA does 
not guarantee entry.  Canada issued 72,450 travel authorizations to 
Mexican citizens between Dec. 1, 2016, and March 10, 2017 — a 
significant increase.
     More than 2,000 criminal non-citizens, including many here illegally, 
are released from prison every year onto the streets of American cities. 
The problem is that 23 countries will not take back their criminal 
migrants. The five worst are Cuba, China, Somalia, India and Ghana. 
Others on the list include: Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Libya, Algeria, 
Vietnam, Haiti and Zimbabwe. The majority of those countries are either 
communist or Islamic. Three of the countries – Somalia, Iran and Libya 
– are on President Trump’s list of terrorist-sponsoring countries from 
which he wants to ban travel into the U.S. for 90 days while better 
vetting programs can be developed. His executive order on the 
temporary travel ban is being held up by federal district judges in 
several states. The criminals include murderers, rapists and child 
molesters. Adding to the indignity and lack of fair play, the U.S. 
continues to grant visas and refugee status to foreign nationals from 
these 23 countries. Another 60 cannot be counted on to consistently 
cooperate but at the same time we’re issuing business visas or student 
visas to those countries. In many cases, the U.S. also continues to send 
foreign aid to these nations that refuse to cooperate with ICE in taking 
back their criminals. Several congressmen have tried to rectify the 
injustice but have yet to get their bills passed.  A big part of the problem 
can be traced to a 2001 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court when they 
ruled ICE may not keep criminal aliens in custody for longer than 180 
days, with a few exceptions, from the time they are released from prison. 
They ruled that the U.S. cannot indefinitely hold immigrant criminals if 
their own countries refuse to take them back. Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-
TX) says he plans to press for the U.S. to withhold visas from countries 
that won’t accept the return of their criminals.
    Border Patrol Agents seized more than 3600 pounds of marijuana and 
two pick-up trucks on March 15.  Agents got an alert from border 
technology showing possible vehicle activity near the Antelope Wells 
Port of Entry.  Agents discovered tire tracks crossing the border area and 
began tracking the vehicles. They found and arrested three people hiding 
nearby. The subjects, vehicles and contraband were transported to the 

Lordsburg Border Patrol Station in New Mexico for further 
examination and processing. (Houston Chronicle)
    The sanctuary movement in the U.S. includes the cities, counties 
and states that refuse to cooperate with the federal government in 
the prosecution and deportation of illegal aliens with about 300 
cities taking part. A Rasmussen poll on March 22-23 found that 64 
percent of all voters who oppose their community becoming a 
sanctuary consider them less safe and 52 percent want to cut off 
federal funding to sanctuary cities.  With the federal government 
vastly expanding who is considered a priority for deportation, the 
California State Senate approved a bill in early April that prohibits 
local law enforcement agencies from using resources to investigate, 
detain, report or arrest people for immigration violations.  If 
approved, the law could directly contradict federal directives, 
putting local law enforcement agencies in the difficult position of 
deciding whether to obey Sacramento or Washington. At least half 
of immigrants living in the United States who are deported come 
from local jails and prisons.	Legal battles are considered likely. 
Gov. Jerry Brown has not indicated whether he supports it.	Bills that 
restrict cooperation with immigration officials have been introduced 
in Illinois, Maryland, Nevada and New York. It is still unclear how 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions will follow through on the 
administration’s threat to withhold grants from so-called sanctuary 
cities, let alone states. Vermont passed a measure that bars state and 
local police officers from enforcing immigration laws without the 
Governor’s approval and prohibits the collection of personal 
information, including immigration status and religion, for any kind 
of registry that could be used by federal officials. Massachusetts and 
Maryland are working on similar legislations.
					An August 2016 study by researchers from two colleges of the 
relationship between “sanctuary city” policies and crime rates 
shows that cities refusing to cooperate with federal immigration 
authorities consistently have significantly higher violent crimes 
rates than do non-sanctuary cities with similar populations and 
demographics.   The researchers examined 54 cities in 19 states 
from 2000 through 2014, plus the District of Columbia. Using crime 
data compiled by the FBI, they assessed crime rates at the city level 
immediately following the implementation of a sanctuary policy. 
The violent crime rate in sanctuary cities dramatically increased 
after sanctuary city policy was enacted, and even doubled in some 
cases. The researchers found similar results for property crime 
property crime and rape. A survey  found that 80 percent of voters 
say local authorities should have to comply with the law by 
reporting illegal immigrants with whom they come into contact to 
federal agents.
      The Justice Department sent letters to officials in New York 
City, Philadelphia, California and other places singled out last year 
by the agency’s inspector general for regulations that interfere with 
the ability of police or sheriffs to communicate with federal 
immigration authorities about the status of prisoners in their 
custody. Attorney General Jeff Sessions warned that recipients of 
federal law enforcement grants were required to comply with a 
1996 law that bars the local authorities from forcing officials to 
withhold information from federal immigration authorities about 
people’s immigration status. The nine recipients of the letters were 
warned that as a condition of receiving 2016 grants, they must 
certify by June 30 that they were in compliance with the law. That 
enforced a deadline on a policy put in place under the Obama 
administration, which announced the policy last July but gave cities 
not in compliance time to adjust.

Marlene Kouba
Homeland Security
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Chris Anken
Dairy

Make Sure Milk is Milk and Where It Comes From

Michael Conaway (R-TX), said at the House 
Agriculture Committee Farm Bill Hearing, which 
focused on dairy policy on his opening statement.  "  
While the entire agricultural industry has been 
experiencing low prices-leading to a 50% drop in net 
farm income over the past 4 years- the dairy 
industry has been unenviable position.  After hitting 
$24 per hundredweight in 2014, milk prices fell 
around $16 per hundredweight in 2016. 

   In addition to an inadequate safety net, the 
dairy industry is facing other headwinds here and 
aboard.  While many of our customers are now 
overseas-with Mexico being the most significant 
outlet for U.S. dairy exports-the industry has been 
consistently hampered by barriers to entry in the 
Canadian market, including the latest example 
designed to keep U.S. ultra-filtered milk out of 
Canadian processing facilities.  And that's just 
scratching the surface."                    

Real dairy milk is wholesome, full of 
nutritional benefits and safe.  American Dairy 
Farmers work extremely hard and follow our 
industry's regulations- including the FDA, the Food 
and Drug Administration's labeling laws specifying 
what milk is.

Real milk is real milk, not a fake "milk" 
product.  It is frustrating to see someone trying to 
throw a handful of seeds or nuts, grind them into 
paste, add emulsifiers and whiteners sprinkle a few 
nutrients and then pour into a carton and call it 
"milk".  The same is being done with using 
and coping the names of cheese and yogurt, if they 
are imitation they shouldn't be allowed to use the 
name.

For more than a decade this has been going 
on, there is an outburst of products that mimic 
certain traces of milk, but are not real milk.  This has 
been an issue for a long time.  FDA, the Food 
and Drug Administration has to enforce it, it is 
already on the books, it does not create a new law, 
there is a law already, but hasn't been enforced in a 
long time.

New legislation in the Senate and House 
called " Dairy Pride Act" simple asks the FDA to do 
its job and enforce the standard of the long-standing 
food labeling standards that clearly spell out what 
milk is.

   

 By endorsing the Dairy Pride Act is simple 
asking the companies that make imitation dairy 
products to respect the definition. None of the 
imitation dairy products such as fake milk can match 
the natural, consistent and high levels of nutrients 
contained in real milk.  People can be misled into 
thinking plant-base drinks have the same nutritional 
makeup, when most don't.   

Interesting that the same popular brand of 
almond beverage is sold in the U.S., Canada, and the 
United Kingdom.  But only the U.S. has the term 
"almond milk" displayed on the packaging, but not in 
Canada, and not in United Kingdom.  

Our Food and Drug Administration needs to 
enforce the standards that real milk is real milk; not 
imitation or a fake beverage, that does not have the 9 
essential nutrients, including calcium, potassium and 
vitamin A that real milk has.   Our consumers need to 
know the truth what is in that carton.  If it's really milk 
label it; if it's imitation or not real milk, label it a 
beverage.

Labels, Labels, Labels now another product 
showing up "got milk? Snacks’ wafer spirals in a milk 
carton shape which read "product of India" on the 
package.  "Got milk?" Crispy Wafer Spirals" contain 
three dairy protein powders.  The product is made in 
India.  India is a country with Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Infections.  After all that the regulations that 
American Farmers are going through right now and to 
see "got milk" now being used to promote products 
made in India?   That line of products includes 
cereals, cookies, snack bars and wafer spirals.  

As an American Dairy Farmer we must 
support the Dairy Pride Act in this Country and 
protect our American Dairy Products in this Country.  
As a consumer we want to know where the product 
comes from and what is truly in it. 
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The	Next	Farm	Bill:	Dairy	Policy
Report	by	Ruth	Laribee	and	Chris	Anken

On	March	22nd	Chris	and	I	aIended	a	full	commiIee	public	hearing	on	the	Next	Farm	Bill	RE:	Dairy	Policy	in	the	Longworth	House	Office	
Building,	Washington	D.C.	The	full	commiIee	included	Majority	Member	RepresentaDves	K.	Michael	Conaway	(TX),	Colin	Peterson	(MN),	
Ranking-Member,	Glenn	Thompson,	Vice-Chairman,	PA),	Bob	GoodlaIe	(VA),	AusDn	ScoI	(GA),	Bob	Gibbs	(OH),	Roger	Marshall	(KA),	Doug	
Lamalfa	(CA),	Neal	Dunn	(FL),	Rick	Allen	(GA),	John	Faso	(NY),Rodney	Davis	(IL),	Jodey	Arrington	(TX),		and	James	Comer	(KY).	Minority	Member	
RepresentaDves	were:	Timothy	Walz	(MN),	Al	Lawson	JR.	(FL),	Dwight	Evans	(PA),	and	Ann	Kuster	(NH),

Excerpts	of	the	opening	statement	by	Chairman	of	the	House	Agriculture	CommiIee	Michael	Conaway	(R-TX)	are:	“While	the	enDre	
agricultural	industry	has	been	experiencing	low	prices—leading	to	a	50%	drop	in	net	farm	income	over	the	past	4	years—the	dairy	industry	has	
been	in	an	unenviable	posiDon.	A[er	hirng	$24	per	hundredweight	in	2014,	milk	prices	fell	to	around	$16	per	hundredweight	in	2016.
While	we	o[en	say	that	the	farm	safety	net	is	designed	for	Dmes	like	these,	the	Margin	ProtecDon	Program	in	the	2014	Farm	Bill	has	provided	
virtually	no	assistance.	Underperformance	of	MPP	has	resulted	in	very	few	producers	purchasing	buy-up	coverage	levels	in	2017,	leaving	
producers	even	more	exposed	to	market	volaDlity.	While	the	industry	is	to	be	commended	for	making	the	fundamental	shi[	away	from	price	
support	to	margin	protecDon,	that	will	only	be	sustainable	if	MPP	actually	provides	sufficient	risk	management	going	forward.
In	addiDon	to	an	inadequate	safety	net,	the	dairy	industry	is	facing	other	headwinds	here	and	abroad.	While	many	of	our	customers	are	now	
overseas—with	Mexico	being	the	most	significant	outlet	for	U.S.	dairy	products—the	industry	has	been	consistently	hampered	by	barriers	to	
entry	in	the	Canadian	market,	including	the	latest	example	designed	to	keep	U.S.	ultra-filtered	milk	out	of	Canadian	processing	faciliDes.	And	
that’s	just	scratching	the	surface.”

Topics	discussed	by	the	full	Agriculture	CommiIee:
The	Margin	Protec:on	Program	(MPP)	needs	fixing.	Some	believed	the	projected	feed	costs	were	not	high	enough,	need	to	go	back	to	the	
original	feed	costs,	farmers	that	signed	up	the	first	year	didn’t	the	next	year	as	it	was	to	costly,	the	rates	need	to	be	lowered.	MPP	is	not	
working	at	all,	payments	were	sent	in	and	a	very	small	porDon	was	paid	out	almost	nil.	They	only	paid	one	month.	We	are	losing	farmers	
especially	small	farms,	if	we	don’t	make	good	policies	for	our	dairy	farmers	the	dollars	and	jobs	they	make	for	our	communiDes	is	all	lost.	They	
talked	of	some	type	of	regional	program	should	be	looked	at.
The	school	nutri:on	program,	when	the	milk	goes	in	the	trash	it’s	a	cost.	They	wanted	to	know	what	is	going	on	is	it	the	taste?	The	Federal	
Government	needs	to	allow	schools	to	have	a	choice	2%	and	whole	milk.	One	made	the	statement	that	children	need	the	faIy	part	of	milk	to	
help	protect	against	type	2	diabetes.
The	SNAP	program,	it	was	stated	that	the	children,	elderly,	physical	disabled	will	not	be	touched.	They	need	to	operate	with	in	the	budget	but	
program	needs	to	be	conDnued.
The	labor	problem	needs	fixing,	needs	a	safety	net.		51%	percent	of	the	workers	are	immigrants	we	need	a	system	of	legal	status	(permit)	for	
agriculture	workers.	Have	to	have	opDons	for	a	legal	workforce.
Other	Issues,	Labeling,	Canada	against	ultra-filtered	milk,	and	the	next	generaDon	of	farmers.

Tes:fying	was:	Dr.	Michael	D.	Dykes,	President	and	CEO	of	InternaDonal	Dairy	Foods	AssociaDon	(IDFA)	with	525	members	and	Mr.	Jim	
Mulhern,	President	and	CEO	of	NaDonal	Milk	Producers	FederaDon	(NMPF).

Dr.	Dykes:	Need	beIer	management	on	both	producers	and	processors,	forward	contract	to	reduce	price	flux,	li[	restricDons	on	milk	in	
schools,	and	maintain	organic	products.	On	labeling,	members	are	on	both	sides,	issue	needs	to	be	addressed	at	the	market	place.
MechanizaDon,	immigraDon	if	we	don’t	solve	the	issue	we	will	be	moving	into	roboDc	milking.	There	is	forward	contracDng	for	class	2,	3,	and	4,	
want	it	extended	to	class	1	(fluid	milk)	and	make	it	permanent.	SNAP	program,	increase	dairy	and	dairy	foods.
Stated	that	one	forth	of	our	dairy	is	exported	to	Mexico.	They	are	our	number	one	customer	as	the	United	States	has	a	73%	market	share	of	
Mexico’s	dairy	imports.

Mr.	Mulhern:	Proposed	changes	in	the	Margin	ProtecDon	Program.	Milk	price	down	at	an	unusually	rapid	pace,	ineffecDve	safety	net	as	MPP	
program	now	is	not	working.	The	budget	scores	are	inaccurate;	the	model	they	used	was	a	best	guess,	scored	wrong.	Federal	Government	
made	$	70	million	and	paid	out	$730,000.		Needs	to	be	fixed,	small	herds	coverage	is	to	expensive	but	need	a	floor	under	that	price.	Spoke	on	
Trade,	Child	NutriDon,	Dairy	Pride	Act,	Environmental	Sustainability,	and	ImmigraDon	Reform.
Both	Dr.	Dyke’s	and	Mr.	Mulhern’s	tesDmony	is	available	at	www.agriculture.house.gov	Click	on	hearings;	select	March	22	hearings	on	Farm	Bill	
Dairy	Policy.
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Agri-Pulse	Farm	Bill	Summit	A[ernoon	Panels.
By	Diane	McDonald

Bridging	the	Gaps	Between	Farm	and	Food	Policy
Moderator:	Phillip	Brasher,	Agri-Pulse	Senior	Editor
Panel:	 Blake	Hurst,	 President,	Missouri	 Farm	Bureau,	 also	 a	 corn	
and	soybean	grower
Carrie	Calvert,	Vice	President	of	Feeding	America
Michel	Nischan,	CEO/Founder,	Wholesome	Wave	and	also	a	Chef
MaI	Perin,	Head	of	Government	RelaDons,	The	Kroger	Co.

Feeding	America	feeds	46	million	Americans	annually.
Blake	 Hurst	 feels	 there	 is	 a	 need	 for	 an	 alliance	 between	 those	
who	care	about	the	price	of	food	and	those	that	produce	it.
Michael	Nishan	feels	that	some	of	the	Democrats	think	there	is	no	
need	for	a	farm	bill	but	that	there	is	need	for	nutriDon	programs.		
Last	 year	 66	 Billion	 dollars	was	 spent	 on	 food	 through	 the	 SNAP	
program	with	total	spent	on	food	from	SNAP	recipients	being	110	
Billion.	Nishan	feels	this	helps	these	people	expand	the	quality	and	
quanDty	of	the	foods	they	buy	for	their	families.		That	being	said,	
the	 quality	 of	 life	 is	 enhanced	 due	 to	 beIer	 nutriDon	 and	 less	
health	issues.

MaI	 Perin	 expressed	 the	 fact	 that	 every	 part	 of	 the	
producDon	 chain	 is	 touched	 by	 the	 Farm	 Bill.	Mr.	 Perin	 says	 the	
Farm	 Bill	 is	 a	 great	 bill	 that	 keeps	 everyone	 together	 from	 the	
grower	to	the	consumer.

All	 panelists	 lamented	 about	 the	 huge	 amount	 of	 food	
waste.		Krogers	feels	there	is	value	in	hiring	recipients	of	SNAP	as	
baggers	 in	their	grocery	stores	and	training	them	in	various	areas	
of	their	store	chain.

There	 are	 37	 programs	 in	 the	 current	 Farm	Bill	 that	will	
not	 have	 funding	 a[er	 2018.		 Seven	of	 these	 are	 in	 the	nutriDon	
Dtle.		 If	 you	 drop	 the	 price	 of	 produce	 by	 10%	 you	 increase	 the	
consumpDon	 by	 14%.		 Food	 is	 the	 pathway	 to	 beIer	 health	 and	
saving	money	in	the	long	term.	

How	 the	 Farm	 Bill	 Can	 Help	 Bring	 The	 Next	 GeneraDon	
Back	to	the	Farm	Through	Investments	in	Infrastructure,	Research	
and	Rural	Development
Moderator:	Spencer	Chase,	Agri-Pulse	Associate	Editor
Panel:
Krysta	 Harden,	 Vice	 President	 of	 Public	 Policy	 and	 Chief	
Sustainability	Officer,	DuPont
Laura	Batcha,	CEO,	Orgnic	Trade	AssociaDon
Travis	Medine,	Louisiana	Sugar	Cane	Farmer
Ryan	Quarles,	Commissioner,	Kentucky	Dept.	of	Agriculture,	Chair,	
NaDonal	 AssociaDon	 of	 State	 Departments	 of	 Agricultures	
CommunicaDons	Working	Group

The	 panelists	 message	 was	 to	 be	 creaDve	 and	 promote	
new	 farmers	 and	 also	 tradiDonal	 farmers	 who	 are	 transiDoning	
into	Organic.The	 next	 20	 year	period	 will	 be	 the	 largest	 land	
transfer	in	years	with	aging	farmers	and	the	80,000	tobacco	farms	
decreasing	to	about	4,000.		Mr.	Quarles	stated	that	the	reducDon	
in	 tobacco	 farms	 has	 lead	 Kentucky	 to	 create	 a	 program	 where	
farmers	would	get	$250,000	at	2%	interest	and	it	has	worked	well.

	These	 programs	 will	 supplement	 but	 not	 buy	 farms.		 Travis	
commented	 that	 farmers	 need	 a	 hand	 up	 and	 not	 a	 hand	 out.			
Millennials	need	 to	be	educated	about	what	 is	 available	 if	 they	were	
not	raised	on	a	farm.		Also	many	young	farmers	may	be	over	leveraged.
There	is	a	need	for	broadband	internet	in	rural	communiDes,	with	jobs	
available	for	off	farm	employment	as	well	as	entertainment	and	quality	
schools	to	aIract	young	people	back	to	the	farm.
The	panelists	also	agreed	for	the	need	of	the	Death	Tax
reform	to	the	tax	code.	
	-When	asked	about	the	next	farm	bill	and	what	will	be	in	it	he	thinks	it	
will	be	about	the	same	as	the	farm	bill	of	2014.
-He	also	thinks	the	"generic	basis"	caused	problems	and	thinks	it	needs	
to	be	based	on	planted	acres.
-We	need	to	tweak	Margin	ProtecDon	program	in	Dairy.
-When	asked	about	CRP	he	said	he	is	hearing	people	requesDng	we	get	
back	to	more	acres	again,	up	to	40	million.		It	has	been	reduced	to	24	
million	now.		It	works	for	wildlife,	but	needs	to	be	reformed,	the	grass	
mixes	 are	 not	 working	 for	 all	 areas	 and	 we	 need	 to	 simplify	 the	
program	to	allow	for	beIer	management	of	those	CRP	acres.

Senator	Debbie	Stabenow	(MI),	Senate	Agriculture	CommiIee	Ranking	
Member	had	the	following	thoughts	on	the	upcoming	bill
-Need	more	 Beginning	 Farmer	 and	 Veteran	 Programs	 added	 and	 /or	
improved	in	the	new	Farm	Bill.
-The	areas	of	Dairy	and	CoIon	need	a	lot	more	help.
-Try	to	get	more	dollars	from	outside	of	Agriculture,	partnerships	with	
private	sector.
-Producers	need	 to	 keep	 telling	 their	 "Ag	Story"	as	 there	are	a	 lot	of	
new	legislators	who	have	never	been	involved	in	the	Farm	Bill	process	
before,	so	they	need	to	hear	from	the	producers.
-Food	is	very	important,	NaDonal	Security	is	Ded	to	Food	Security!

Senator	 Pat	 Roberts,	 Senate	 Agriculture	 CommiIee	 Chairman	 had	
these	comments	on	Farm	Bill	2018
-We	need	to	 listen	to	 farmers	and	ranchers	first	and	then	proceed	to	
discuss	the	bill	from	there	rather	than	vice	versa.
-Sample	quesDons	to	ask	farmers:
	1)	Is	Crop	Insurance	working
	2)	Are	ConservaDon	pracDces	working	and	ect.
-Need	to	set	up	town	hall	meeDng	to	hear	from	the	grassroots.
-RegulaDons	are	burdensome	and	need	fixed,	WOTUS	for	example.
-The	 American	 Farmers	 and	 Ranchers	 want	 to	 be	"Governed"	 not	
"Ruled".
-Farmers	and	Ranchers	need	good	markets	for	their	products.
-There	are	 immediate	supply	and	demand	 issues	and	we	are	working	
on	it.	
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Wife members headed to the Farm Bill 
Summit hosted by Agri-Pulse 
Left -Right : Diane McDonald, L inda 
Newman,Debra Dressler, MaryAnn Murray, 
Kerry Froese, Elisabeth Erickson-Noe, 
Donna Bolz, and Jillane Hixon

Krysta Harden from DuPont and 
her team hosted WIFE members 
for breakfast.

Photo with Chris O’Connell, son of one of 
WIFE’s founding mothers, the late Joan 
O’Connell     Back Row (L to R): Chris 
O'Connell, Mary Ann Murray, Kerry 
Froese and Elisabeth Erickson-Noe.  
Front Row (L to R): Chris Anken, Ruth 
Laribee, Linda Newman, Jillane Hixson 
and Korry Lewis.

House Ag Committe - Subcommittee Hearing: 
The Next Farm Bill Livestock Producer Perspectives 

By: Elisabeth Erickson-Noe

On March 21, 2017 the House Livestock and Foreign Agriculture Subcommittee Chairman David 
Rouzer held a public hearing entitled, “The Next Farm Bill: Livestock Producer Perspectives.”  
Four livestock groups were invited to testify and were represented by the following individuals: 
Mr. David Herring, Vice President of National Pork Producers Council (NPPC); Mr. Craig Uden, 
President of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA); Mr. Carl Wittenburg, Chairman 
of the National Turkey Federation (NTF); and, Mr. Bob Buchholz, the American Sheep Industry 
Association (ASI).  The four organizations are all members of the Animal Agriculture Coalition.

The organizations spoke in unison concerning many issues such as a stronger Food and Mouth 
Disease Vaccine bank, expanding trade and not revising any trade agreements, more specifically 
NAFTA.   The  NPPC  and  NTF  testified  against  the  USDA’s  Grain  Inspection  Packers  and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) interim final rule, expressing concern that the rule could lead 
to further integration of the pork and turkey industries through packer ownership, resulting in a 
lack of competition for producers.  While also against the rule, the NCBA confusingly opposed 
“any attempts to restrict the ownership of livestock” by packers.  The NCBA opined that the 
GIPSA interim rule would lead to packers offering one price for cattle and stated that “packers 
have indicated that they are not willing to open themselves up to frivolous lawsuits and the legal 
risks this change in competitive injury standard would create”.  Mr. Uden, NCBA, effectively 
asked the committee to help protect packers (and producers somehow) by opposing any inclusion 
of the GIPSA interim rule or similar discussion into the farm bill.

The NSI and NPPC testified in favor of the USDA’s animal identification traceability system, 
expressing it’s importance for their inclusion in the OIE (World Organization for Animal Health).
Mr. Herring, NPPC, stated, “With support from all sectors of the pork industry, approximately 95 
percent of U.S. pork producers’ premises already are registered under the USDA livestock 
identification.”

Inclusion  of  a  “Livestock  Title”  in  the  next  farm  bill  was  opposed  by  the  NCBA.   The  
organization  asked  the  subcommittee  to  oppose  any  language  supporting  Country  of  Origin 
Labeling  (COOL)  or  government  involvement  in  cattle  marketing,  while  in  the  next  breath 
requested help in protecting the national beef checkoff.    On behalf of the NCBA, Mr. Uden 
testified that the checkoff “has come under attack by a small minority who don’t want to pay or 
support the checkoff”, vowing that the NCBA will “fight any attempt to attack, change or kill the 
national beef checkoff.” 

The hearing appeared to be a classic example of crony capitalism involving staged questions and 
answers.  I was shocked at the inability of these organizations to answer the few questions asked 
by some of the committees’ more discriminating members, such as where a requested extra $150 
million should should come from within the budget for the Foot and Mouth Disease vaccine bank.  
The representatives appeared as mere talking heads for their respective organizations rather than 
knowledgable  witnesses  on the  subjects  of  which they spoke.   Fellow WIFE member,  Korry 
Lewis, and I had the opportunity to visit with Craig Uden, NCBA President, following his testimony.  
We were  able  to  respectfully  ask  him to  refrain  from testifying  on  “behalf  of  all  American 
producers” (of which the NCBA represents less than 4% as confirmed by Mr. Uden) and explain 
why we support COOL and opposed the Trans Pacific Partnership.  What I quickly learned is that 
if we don’t speak up for ourselves, someone else already is or will.  As a 5th generation rancher, 
I’m proud to be a  member of  a  non-partisan organization like WIFE that  supports  American 
farmers and ranchers over corporate profits.  
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Farm	Bill	Summit	at	the	NaDonal	Press	Club

Report	by	Darcy	and	Debra	Dressler

All	WIFE	members	 aIended	 Farm	Bill	 Summit	 on	March	
20	at	NaDonal	Press	Club	in	Washington,	DC.	Summit	was	
organized	 by	 Agri-Pulse	 and	 held	 in	 conjuncDon	 with	
NaDonal	WIFE	Government	Affairs	Seminar.

Welcome	remarks	were	from	several	agriculture	industry	
leaders.	 Zippy	 Duvall,	 President,	 American	 Farm	 Bureau	
FederaDon,	 said	 “Only	 country	 that	 is	 strong	 is	 the	 one	
that	 can	 feed	 itself.”	 Tom	 Zacharias,	 President,	 NaDonal	
Crop	 Insurance	 Services,	 stated	 “We	 help	 farmers	 keep	
farming.”	 Galen	 Lee,	 President,	 American	 Sugarbeet	
Growers	AssociaDon	 talked	about	 the	 importance	of	 the	
142,000	jobs	created	by	the	sugar	 industry	 in	the	United	
States.	 Chuck	 Conner,	 President,	 and	 CEO,	 NaDonal	
Council	 of	 Farmer	 CooperaDves	 said	 “History	 shows	 we	
can	pass	a	good	farm	bill	in	tough	economic	Dmes.”

Jonathan	 Coppess,	 Director	 Agriculture	 Policy	 Program,	
University	of	Illinois	discussed	the	low	commodity	prices.	
His	suggesDon	was	not	to	count	on	farm	payments	but	to	
try	 adjust	 rent	 prices,	 other	 management	 pracDces	 and	
switch	corn	and	soybeans	to	PLC.

Panels	for	the	day	were	moderated	by	Agri-Pulse.	Panels	
included:	 Next	 GeneraDon	 Risk	 Management,	
ConservaDon:	 What	 Works,	 What	 Doesn’t,	 Farm	 Bill	
PerspecDves	from	the	House	Agriculture	CommiIee,	and	
Bridging	 the	 Gaps	 Between	 Farm	 and	 Food	 Policy.	
Panelists	 answered	 quesDons	 from	 moderators	 and	 the	
audience.	 Risk	management	 panel	 said	 the	 farm	bill	will	
be	 market	 orientated.	 ConservaDon	 panel	 agreed	
farmer’s	 voices	 will	 come	 out	 as	 farmers	 lead	 the	
conservaDon	 discussions.	 Listening	 sessions	 will	 be	 held	
soon	to	discuss	the	2018	Farm	Bill	across	the	naDon.

House	 Briefing	 was	 held	 in	 the	 Longworth	 House	 Office	
Building.	General	consensus	is	to	keep	food	and	nutriDon	
with	agriculture.	Budgets	from	a	new	president	are	called	
“Skinny.”	 Explaining	 some	 of	 the	 proposed	 budget	 cuts.	
Day	 closed	 with	 Agri-Pulse	 Customer	 AppreciaDon	
RecepDon.	Ladies	in	red	mingled	and	told	their	stories.

Colorado WIFE Members met with Congressman 
Scott Tipton while in DC

Left-Right: Korry Lewis, Kerry Froese, Scott 
Tipton, Jillane Hixson, Elisabeth Erickson-Noe

WIFE Members with Honorary Wife Member
 Kathryn Hill at USDA in Washington, DC

WIFE Member Chris Anken with National 
Grange Outstanding Young Patron
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Council for Ag Science & Technology (CAST) Seminar

 By: Mary Ann Murray

While enjoying a sack lunch in the Longworth Building, 
Dr. Stephen Baenziger, professor in the Department of Agronomy 
and Horticulture at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln, and Dr. 
Rita Mumm, professor emerita in the Department of Crop 
Sciences at the University of Illinois-Champaign, presented the 
findings of a paper they co-chaired with a team of authors.  The 
paper was titled Plant Breeding and Genetics.  This paper is in a 
series of papers on The Need for Agricultural Innovation to 
Sustainably Feed the World by 2050.  

The doctors discussed the improvements that can be 
made in plant breeding with innovations made possible through 
technologies, however; the rate is “insufficient to create the future 
that humanity wants, needs, and deserves.”

The presentation and issue paper is available as a free 
download from the CAST website: cast-science.org/publications.

USDA Briefing

Lilia McFarland, New Farmers Coordinator
Report by: Donna Bolz

The first speaker we heard during our USDA Briefings at 
the Department of Agriculture was Lila McFarland, New Farmers 
Coordinator..  She shared with us information on The Bridges to 
Oportunity program.

Bridges to Opportunity allows the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Farm Service Agency employees to provide additional 
services to farmers and ranchers beyond FSA programs and 
loans. The.USDA has partnered with numerous local, state, 
regional and national agricultural organizations that offer 
programs, nongovernmental grants, technical assistance, 
financial advice and other information helpful to producers. 
Instead of farmers and ranchers researching for hours to find 
services offered by these organizations, a phone call, a visit with 
their county office or a meeting with an FSA representative can 
help answer many of these questions. This is a one stop shop for 
those who have questions. This is a winner for producers 
because it provides one central location to receive information.   
By having the help of those who have worked with it, time 
consuming searches are reduced. 

AG DAY RECEPTION 2017 Report                                                                                   
By Linda Newman

All our WIFE delegates attending the 2017 WIFE Legislative 
Conference in DC attended the Ag Day Reception at the 
Capitol Visitor Center during Ag Week.

It was a wonderful event with delicious food, all of our favorite 
beverages and a lot of opportunities to network with members 
from other Ag groups.  

While there, it was apparent that there are a lot of different Ag 
groups out there and when it gets down to the basic facts, we 
all want to do what is best for Agriculture.  Some groups have a 
little different take on how that should be done, but I think it is 
events such as this reception, that allows folks with a little 
different mindset, to hear others points of view and, just maybe, 
better enables us to be more united and persuasive on the 
major decisions that need to be made to keep Agriculture 
afloat!
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Washington, DC from 1995 
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Speaker,	Ray	Starling,	Special	Assistant	to	President	Trump	on	Agriculture		

Mr.	Starling	talked	about	purng	the	most	pressing	issues	facing	Ag	right	now	into	4	buckets:

1. PromoDng	Ag	Trade—Farmers	and	ranchers	need	to	have	access	to	foreign	markets	
commiIed	to	trade	agreements	and	based	on	sound	science	and	it	needs	to	be	fair	trade.

2. Providing	Ag	producers	an	abundant,	reliable,	and	affordable	labor	force.

3. Need	to	halt	burdensome	regulaDons—Ag	needs	to	have	a	voice	in	regulaDons	now	and	
in	the	future	and	will	conDnually	have	a	seat	at	the	table	no	maIer	who	the	next	
president	is.

4. Improving	infrastructure—rural	American	may	be	different	than	urban	areas--Land	Grant	
Colleges	and	research—very	important.

President	Trump	just	issued	the	first	ProclamaDon	of	a	President	of	Ag	Day	in	16	years,	

proclaiming	March	21�Y	as	NaDonal	Ag	Day.

Mr.	Starling	stated	that	President	Trump	will	“Brag	on	Ag”	and	reminded	us	of	Vice	President	
Pence	is	from	Indiana	which	is	a	large	Ag	state.		Mr.	Starling	also	stated	what	President	Trump	
WILL	NOT	do:

• WOTUS	(Waters	of	the	US)—won’t	let	this	go	through

• Won’t	use	ESA	(Endangered	Species	Act)	to	inhibit	Ag

• Won’t	use	sensiDve	data	on	farmers

• Won’t	allow	EPA	(Environmental	ProtecDon	AssociaDon)	to	acDvely	post	to	billboards.

• Won’t	lose	sight	of	the	fact	that	farmers	and	ranchers	need	farm	profitability.

Several	Awards	were	presented	to	individuals	recognizing	outstanding	work	in	promo:ng	
Agriculture	during	the	last	year.

• Introduced	several	outstanding	your	farmers	that	were	present.

• Bridger	Gordon	(pictured	le[),	a	high	school	student	from	Whitewood,	SD	read	his	
winning	2017	Ag	Day	WriIen	Essay.

• Hadassah	McKinley,	Bella	Vista,	California	won	the	Video	Essay	Contest.

• Tana	Elliot,	Etna	Green,	Indiana	was	the	Ag	Day	Poster	Contest	Winner.

• The	Charles	EasDn	Award	Winner	was	Sue	Tebow	(pictured	in	light	blue	dress)	with	her	
unique	Facebook	page,	agri.CULTURE.		Sue	created	this	page	to	showcase	the	unique	
culture	of	the	real	people	working	in	agriculture.		Sue,	with	camera	in	tow,	searches	out	
people	who	live	on	ranches	and	farms,	working	their	ow	way	in	their	own	place,	in	the	
world	of	agriculture.		Since	its’	start	in	April	of	2016,	the	Facebook	page	has	reached	
27,000	people,	with	over	5,000	followers.

**For	more	highlights,	please	go	to	the	link	at	the	beginning	of	this	report.
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JADE MASSEY

New Mexico State University is where Jade Massey plans to continue her education 
this Fall.  She is the daughter of Cash and Kanzas Massey from Animas, New Mexico.  Her 
personal goal is to graduate with a Bachelor degree in Animal Science and Pre Vet.  After 
graduation she plans to open her own facility where she can raise show cattle for young FFA 
and 4-H members.  She states that  by opening the facility she will reconnect with the youth 
and prepare the next generation of agriculturalist which will one day take her place.

EMMA PURVIS

Emma Purvis plans to return home to her family farm after receiving a dual degree in 
Agronomy and Agribusiness from Kansas State University.  She is the daughter of Eric and 
Heather Purvis from Weskan, KS.  Emma graduated with a 4.0 GPA and is a Regent Scholar.  
She believes that technology wil be a driving force in every aspect of everyday life in the 
coming years. 

CAMILLE LEDOUX

A Master of Public Health with a minor in Epidemiology is Camille Ledoux's personal 
goal. She would like to work for either the CDC or the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
in International Services so she can help protect the health of livestock and people in the 
United States.
Camille is the daughter of Steve and Michele Ledoux of Croghan NY.  She believes that 
American agriculture is always changing.  New technologies are always emerging to make 
Agriculture more efficient with limited resources while also enabling farmers to produce more 
food than ever before.

EMILYE VALES

 An Education dregree to help guide future agriculture students to careers in agriculture 
related fields is Emily Vales personal goal..  She is a student at the Nebraska College of 
Technical Agriculture in Curtis, NE.  Mike and Becky Vales of DeWitt, NE are her parents.  
Her many honors include being a member of the National Honor Society and served as a tutor 
after school as needed.  She predicts that in the furture, agricultural producers are going to face 
many challenges.  One challenge would be  finding ways to make agriculture more sustainable 
as the average age of the American farmer is increasing.

2017 FAED SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The	 FoundaDon	 for	 Agricultural	 EducaDon	 and	Development	 (FAED)	 in	 cooperaDon	with	Women	 Involved	 in	 Farm	
Economics	(WIFE)	offers	the	Marilyn	Spiker	Memorial	Scholarship	and	the	Sheila	Massey	Memorial	scholarship	each	
year.		The	 compeDDon	 for	 2017	 will	 offer	four	 (4)	 one-year	 scholarships	 in	 the	 amount	 of	 $1000.00	 each.			 For	
scholarships	 to	be	awarded,	applicants	must	meet	set	guidelines/standards	as	described	 in	 the	applicaDon	 form	as	
well	as	below:	
	
•	 The	 student	 may	 be	 a	 woman	 enrolling	 in	 an	 agricultural	 related	 field.		 Examples	 are	 Agronomy,	 Agricultural	
Economics,	Agricultural	Engineering,	Veterinary	Medicine,	Extension	EducaDon,	or	a	related	field.	
•	Any	woman	who	will	begin	first	or	second	year	college	studies.	
•	ApplicaDons	accepted	where	State	WIFE	AssociaDons	are	organized.	
•	 Special	 consideraDon	will	 be	given	 to	an	applicant,	who	 is	 a	member,	or	 the	daughter,	 granddaughter,	 sister,	 or	
niece	 of	 a	 member	 of	 FAED	 and/or	WIFE	 provided	 her	 grades	 and	 qualificaDons	 equal	 or	 exceed	 those	 of	 other	
applicants.
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