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DC HIGHLIGHTS 2016

National WIFE members are all heading back to their prospective states after a 
“whirlwind” week in our Nation’s Capitol for our annual Legislative Visit.

It is always amazing to witness all of the history of our country that is on display in DC.  I 
believe every US citizen should put that trip on their “bucket list”!

However, having said that, after being in the “hubbub” or the city life for a week, we 
usually are all exhausted and ready to kick off our heels and get back to the tranquility of 
our rural lifestyle...(the constant drone of police sirens, fire trucks and ambulances, are 
always a little unsettling to me)!  It is no wonder that the city folks envy our way of life 
and are always glad to flee to our rural areas for their vacations to witness some peace 
and quiet!

WIFE members heard from USDA speakers from the Foreign Affairs Division on TPP,  
Marketing Division on depressed commodity prices, and the Statistics Division on the 
importance of women in agriculture. (See individual articles for details).

In the Senate Ag Committee Briefings, we heard from staff members, Janae Brady, 
Wayne Stroskopf, and Matt Erickson from Pat Robert’s office.  They talked about trade 
and talked about Europe’s precautionary attitude on trade and felt we must watch Ag’s 
interest in the Trans-Atlantic.  Their take on low wheat prices is that there is too much 
wheat inventory and stated that a lot of US farmers will be planting a lot more corn this 
year.

House Ag Committee members enlightening us were Christine Heggem, Anne Simmons 
and Mary Knigge from Ranking Member Collin Peterson’s office.  Their message to us 
was on how important it is for groups such as WIFE to be in DC telling reminding 
lawmakers just how important Ag is for our economy, our citizens, and our security!  Also 
stated that the Farm Bill expenditures for Food Stamps is $73 Billion/yr. compared to 
Commodity Program payments to farmers is $9.5 Billion/yr.  Their analysis of the newly 
incorporated ARC Program, put in place during the last Farm Bill, will be worthless the 
last 2 years of this Farm Bill.

By Linda 
Newman
Montana
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DC HIGHLIGHTS CONT’D
Kerry Froese and Ruth Laribee coordinated our Corporate Visits and 
they kept us busy!!  Those visits included Monsanto, DuPont, 
NorthBridge Communications (Crop Insurance), Renewable Fuels 
Association, American Bankers Association, American Life Insurance of 
America, American Sugar Beet Association, Sugar Alliance, Crop-Life 
America, and American Petroleum Association.

WIFE members also met with their own State Legislators, discussing 
our main topics of concern for National WIFE, which were TPP, Truth in 
Labeling, Waters of the US (WOTUS), Commodity Prices, and Crop 
Insurance (Risk Management) and any local issues of which they were 
concerned. 

Of course, there is so much to see in DC, members were also able to 
sneak in a few highlights such as a tour of the Capitol Building, 
Supreme Court Building, Daughters of the American Revolution 
Museum, Library of Congress, and the Botanical Gardens.  

The Montana Delegation, Shana Baisch, Nancy O’Reilly, and Linda 
Newman found time to sit in on a House Ag Committee Hearing on the 
Future of the Ag Economy.  (See details in article).

All in all, I think we had a very productive visit and were successful in 
getting our message across to some very key people in DC.  Thank you 
to all of the WIFE members that took time out of your busy lives to 
make the trip…..I believe it is one of the most important things that we 
do in our organization.  We were reminded by almost everyone we were 
able to meet with in DC as to how important it is to be there telling our 
personal stories about how it “really is” out here in rural America!

Wife 2015
Commodity & Topic Chairs

Beef & All Other Ag Topics
Mary Ellen Cammack

Dairy
Ruth Laribee

Grains
Diane McDonald

Energy
Marlene Kouba

Homeland Security
Ariana Dressler

Natural Resources/Private 
Property/Water/Endangered Species
Kimmi Lewis

Rural Life
Mary Ann Unruh

Specialty Crops
Kerry Froese

Sugar
Klodette Stroh

Trade
Ruth Laribee

Transportation
Barbara Broberg

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT!!
---National WIFE Convention will be held, November 3-5, 2016 in Sidney, NE with travel days on 
the Wed., Nov. 2nd and Sun., Nov. 6th.  The EC will meet in the evening on Nov 2nd; Committee 
Meetings will be held on Thurs. morning, Nov. 3rd and Convention will begin at 1pm in the 
afternoon of Nov. 3rd. thru  Sat., afternoon, Nov. 5th with installation and "Hoedown" that evening! 
Registration fees will be $100 per member and $80 for HOW's
--June BOD Conference Call, Wed., June 22, 2016 at 6:30 pm MDT.  Call in # 641-715-3680 and 
Pin 315072#
--Nominating Committee needs to have slate of officers by the BOD Conference Call on June 
22nd.
--Any proposed bylaw changes need to be submitted to Linda Newman at 
dlnewman@itstriangle.com  25 days prior to the June 22nd call which will be May 27th.
--Articles due for the Aug. 2016 WIFEline by July 25th.
--If anyone has "blast from the past" articles or pictures, please submit them to Diana Adam at 
dadam@srt.com
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Crop Life America and our WIFE organization have a long time 
working relationship supporting each other in making agriculture 
stronger. They are also a sponsor which we truly appreciate. We met 
with Genevieve O’Sullivan, Director of marketing and 
Communications, Sarah Macedo, Manager of New Media Outreach, 
Whitney Gray, Communications Coordinator, Reshma Arrington, 
Science and Regulatory Affairs Coordinator,  and Jared Henderson, 
PAC Coordinator and Legislative Assistant
Genevieve talked about the program #Science or Swat. There was a 
folded information pamphlet tied on an eye catching bright red 
flyswatter. On the inside in red lettering it stated " It’s no surprise 
that politics are running rampant and creeping back into pesticide 
policy…it’s an election year"! The problem? Politics may trump 
science, and the only tool left for farmers to use for crop protection 
may be the fly swatter! Sarah gave us information on the program 
#AgLoudAgProud; make your voice heard for Agriculture. Whitney 
shared the "Tell Me More Program outreach with educators". On the 
back of a nicely done pamphlet is “Education should continue to be a 
focus of our industry as we encounter challenges. Knowledge is 
powerful and our children’s children should not only know hat they 
are consuming the safest food, fiber and fuel but should realize it is 
being produced on American farms right down the road”. Reshma 
gave us pertinent information on science and regulatory priorities, 
and Jared filled us in on legislative priorities. It was a very 
interesting meeting but there was too much material to put in this 
article. Visit on line to see all the exciting ideas and priorities they 
have go to: www.croplifeamerica.org.

USDA Trade & TPP

It looks like the Trans Pacific Partnership is on hold for a while as 
there has been considerable opposition to the pact. Whether the 
administration will try to get it passed before the election remains to be 
seen. While in Washington for our Annual Legislative Seminar WIFE 
met with leaders at the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). There we were informed that the President and eleven 
countries have already signed the TPP back in October of 2015. Right 
now, as stated above, there is much controversy from people of the US 
and some of the other countries.
The Tufts University is reporting a new study, by Lawrence and 
Moran, on the Trans Pacific Partnership pact. Disputing the 
information of a paper put out by Petri-Plummer (PIEE) saying they 
used the Peterson Institute for International Economics (PIIE) an old 
model using “assumption”. The Tufts University report is called 
“Assuming Away Unemployment and Trade Deficits from the TPP. 
Tufts say the old study does not take into consideration expanded trade 
deficits, continuous job losses and the lowering of wages. Continuing 
they say the method used to determine lost jobs and wages does not 
work. The PIEE study uses the “assumption” that there will be total 
employment for all the lost jobs with the passing of TPP. It did state 
that with the TPP some job losses could happen but “assume” away 
some of the grounds like the descending spiral of wages and 
employment loss. The study “assumed” the pact would provide new 
jobs, positive free trade and financial stability with out trade deficits.
The gains they report such as foreign investment growth, gain from 
non-trade procedures, increased e Tufts paper. Tufts study does state a 
well know fact that the Korea-U.S. trade agreement has the U.S. in a 
virtual double trade deficit since the signing. The U.S. has trade 
deficits with many of the pacts we have signed with other countries.
Congressman Sander Levin (D-MI) attending a hearing at the U.S. 
International Trade Commission on economics of TPP stated “that its 
analysis must include an examination of how TPP will affect wages 
and income equality, whether the ITC’s economic model should 
assume full employment and review who will see gains or losses”. He 
requested the stopping of using models that assumed away the harms.
There are many studies out concerning the TPP but paper will lay still 
for any thing (a favorite saying of my late husband) for example any 
statistics one wants to use or fit in with their agenda. It’s up to us to 
research, reach our own opinions, and then contact our representatives.
WIFE believes trade agreements must now address differences in 
labor, environment, and health standards while also seeking 
transparency with regard to currency, cartels, domestic support, 
exports subsidies, and market access while urging expeditious dispute 
resolutions.Country of Origin remains a priority for United States 
Cattle Association and WIFE. Our U.S. consumers have a right to 
know where their food comes from.

Ruth Laribee
Trans-Pacific Partnership

In our recent annual legislative trip to Washington DC several 
members of our Women Involved in Farm Economics organization 
met with Erin Hubbard at the United States Department of 
Agriculture. She works with Agricultural Economist, Bernadette 
Winston. Ms. Winston was out ill and Erin filled in doing an 
excellent job. Erin explained the six program areas their office 
covered. Office of Agreements and Scientific Affairs (OASA), 
County and Regional Affairs (OCRA), Global Analysis OGA), Trade 
Programs (OTP), Capacity Building and Development (OCBD, and 
Foreign Service Operations OFSO).  They have ninety six offices 
world wide operating in one hundred and sixty nine countries around 
the world. Policies along with their programs are to expand 
international exports. Their belief is that the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) will do just that. President Obama signed the TPP 
in October of 2015. Eleven countries have now signed on. In an 
informational hand out Erin pointed out that the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) is the lead trade agency acting as coordinator 
for interagency input and develops trade policy positions based on 
interagency consensus. The USDA works together with the USTR on 
the TPP in eleven areas: Agriculture Market Access-Tariffs, Rules of 
Origin, Sanitary and Phytosanitary, Technical Barriers to Trade, 
Intellectual Property, Competition, Environment, Labor, Trade 
Remedies, Regulatory Coherence and Capacity Building.

Crop Life America Meeting in Washington DC
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Social Media
by Mary Ann Unruh, ND

Social	Media,

According	to	a	media	pla3orm,	millennials	spend	more	than	5	hours	a	day	
reading	and	checking	user	generated	media	content	such	as	Facebook,	
Instagram,	blogs,snapchat,text	messages	and	E-mails.	They	now	spend	
more	Cme	checking	Facebook	than	they	do	watching	TV	and	texCng.
You	may	think	Facebook,	TwiFer	and	other	social	media	is	mostly	for	
young	people,	when	actually	one-third	of	adults	65	and	older	use	social	
media.

Social	media	can	be	of	help	to	all	of	us,	here	are	a	few	suggesCons	for	you	
to	stay	connected;

1. Try	social	media	as	a	way	to	STAY	CONNECTED	with	your	
neighbors,	workers	on	you	farm	or	ranch	and	your	family.		It	can	
also	help	you	connect	with		children	and	grandchildren	that	live	
away,	thus	building	beFer	relaConships.

2. PROMOTE		YOUR	VALUES.	This	is	a	way	to	tell	youth	and	non	
farmers	about	why	you	farm	and	how	farmers	make	up	2	percent	
of	the	populaCon,	but	sCll	manage	to	raise	262	percent	more	food	
than	they	did	in	1950.	This	is	a	way	to	tell	city	folk	that	each	
farmer	feeds	155	people.

3. DRAW	CLOSER.		Social	media’s	immediacy	can	create	feelings	of	
closeness.	Look	at	pictures	or	You	Tube	.	Take	Cme	to	share	
pictures	of	new	twin	calves	on	you	ranch	or	the	recent	
developments	of	your	latest	project.

4. FIND	NEW		FRIENDS.	Make	connecCons	with	people	who	share	
the	same	interests	that	you	do.	This	will	keep	you	from	feeling	
isolated.

5. GET	ANSWERS.	Now	you	can	visit	with	the	feed	salesman	or	the	
bull	buyers	via	social	media	and	you	know		where	you	stand	in	
regards	to	the	business	transacCons	at	hand.

6. A	FARM	OR	RANCH	IS	MORE	THAN	JUST	LAND	OR	CATTLE.		Here	is	
your	chance	to	tell	your	story.	It’s	a	future	a	legacy	of	your	
company.	Tell	about	your	way	of	life	and	heritage,disCnguish	
yourself,	tell	about	the	great	experiences	you	have.	

7. POST	PICTURES.	Get	the	photos	of	brandings,	great	social	Cmes	in	
the	rural	areas,4-H	or	Future	Farmers	of	America	(FFA)	groups.	Let	
people	know	about	your	own	story.	What	beFer	way	than	social	
media.
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Pictures from WIFE DC Trip of April-

Top to Bottom
#1 - Enjoying dinner at the Driftwood, near the Airbnb 
rental house...Donna Bolz, Pam Pothoff, Nancy O'Reilly, 
Ruth Latibee, Shana Baisch, Linda Newman

#2 - BOD meeting at the rental house

#3 - Sandy Gilcrest and Kathryn Hill, USDA Schedulers, 
before our USDA appointments.

#4 - Corporate Visit with NorthBridge Communications.



Have	you	ever	wondered	how	a	seedless	watermelon	is	possible?		A	great	example	that	my	husband	always	shares	with	
people	when	explaining	the	phenomenon,	is	the	story	of	how	we	have	mules	by	crossing	a	horse	to	a	donkey.	A	normal	
seeded	watermelon	has	22	chromosomes.		When	you	induce	the	normal	22	chromosome	plant	at	a	young	age,	it	doubles	
it’s	chromosomes	to	44.		Then	when	you	cross	this	new	44	chromosome	(aka	tetraploid)	female	with	a	normal	22	
chromosome	(aka	diploid)	male,	you	get	a	sterile	33	chromosome	(aka	triploid)	watermelon.		Tada	-	this	33	chromosome	
watermelon	is	seedless!		If	you	eat	a	seedless	watermelon	and	it	has	a	few	seeds,	the	seeds	should	not	be	viable.		Did	you	
know	that	a	seedless	watermelon	can	have	up	to	9	seeds	in	it	and	sCll	be	considered	seedless?

My	husband,	Jacob,	and	his	family	operate	a	cucurbit	seed	breeding	company	that	was	started	and	is	sCll	owned	today	by	
his	parents	in	rural,	southeastern	Colorado.		The	dicConary	definiCon	of	“cucurbit”	is:	“Any	plant	of	the	gourd	family.”		
Melons,	red-flesh	seedless	watermelons,	pumpkins	and	squashes	are	the	primary	focus	for	their	operaCon,	but	they	also	
have	specialty	varieCes	including	a	delicious	yellow-flesh	seedless	watermelon	that	is	popular,	and	a	new	orange-flesh	
seedless	watermelon.		If	you	love	watermelon,	you	need	to	try	one	of	Jacob’s	yellow	seedless	varieCes!

I	have	always	had	a	passion	for	gardening	and	anything	outdoors,	but	never	thought	about	the	seed	breeding	side	of	plants,	
unCl	I	met	Jacob	and	his	family.		I	grew	up	on	a	ranch	and	helped	my	family	each	year	with	our	large	garden	and	was	
blessed	to	acquire	my	mom’s	green	thumb.		I	love	every	opportunity	I	get	to	help	Jacob	as	a	“taste-tester”	and	to	see	the	
new	varieCes	they	are	working	on.		Jacob’s	father	is	the	plant	breeder	and	all	the	breeding	is	done	by	tradiConal	seed	
breeding.		They	have	a	large	greenhouse	where	they	constantly	work	on	new	varieCes.		Each	summer	Jacob	and	his	brother,	
Josh,	plant	a	huge	trial	field	that	includes	their	commercial	varieCes	as	well	as	new	varieCes.		The	new	varieCes	spend	years	
in	development	in	the	greenhouse	being	analyzed	on	plant	growth	habits,	vitality,	disease	resistance	and	they	also,	“clean	
up	the	lines”	or	in	my	terms,	weed	out	all	the	off-types.		Aler	the	new	variety	passes	these	quality	tests	in	the	greenhouse,	
a	small	trial	is	planted	outside	for	addiConal	analysis.		Jacob	states	that,	“It	takes	around	five	years	for	a	new	variety	to	go	
commercial.”			Distributors	from	all	across	the	world	come	to	the	trials	to	see	the	new	varieCes.		It	is	very	intriguing	to	meet	
the	customers	and	hear	what	they	are	looking	for.		In	Australia,	the	common	seedless	watermelon	rind	paFern	is	solid	
green,	also	known	as	a	“sugar	baby	type.”	In	Spain	the	common	seedless	watermelon	is	a	“Cger	stripe.”		Here	in	the	U.S.,	
we	are	used	to	a	“crimson	sweet”	rind	paFern	that	has	the	stripes.		Jacob	is	in	charge	of	markeCng	and	sales	for	the	
company	and	travels	olen	to	foreign	countries	to	visit	with	distributors	and	growers	to	oversee	how	the	varieCes	are	doing.		
I	have	been	very	fortunate	to	travel	with	him	on	a	few	trips,	including	a	trip	to	Chile	this	past	January.			As	planCng	season	
approaches	we	are	looking	forward	to	fresh	produce	and	hope	you	have	a	wonderful	summer.		If	you	are	ever	passing	
through	the	Arkansas	Valley	in	Colorado,	please	contact	us	and	we	can	give	you	a	tour	and	send	you	home	with	a	car	load	
of	fresh	produce!

Seed Breeding by
Kerry Froese
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Thank	you	to	all	the	WIFE	members	that	made	quilt	blocks	for	the	NaConal	WIFE	Quilt	
Fundraiser.		Several	beauCful	blocks	have	been	submiFed!		Are	you	sCll	working	on	your	
block	or	want	to	make	one?		There	is	sCll	room	on	the	quilt	for	your	block!!		Contact	Kerry	
Froese	at	kerryjewell_33@hotmail.com	or	(719)	469-7749	to	noCfy	her	on	the	status	of	
your	block.		Tickets	and	pictures	of	the	quilt	will	be	mailed	to	WIFE	members	in	July.		Please	
help	sell	Cckets	to	support	NaConal	WIFE	and	celebrate	our	40th	year!

mailto:kerryjewell_33@hotmail.com


Monsanto DC Visit by 
Pam Pothoff, NE

USDA - Michael Sheets 
Visit by 

Pam Pothoff, NE
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Monsanto	is	a	Fortune	500	company	that	focuses	on	being	
sustainable	within	agriculture.		While	in	Washington,	D.	C.,	a	
delegaCon	of	WIFE	members	met	with	three	wonderful	Monsanto	
employees,	Libby	Hogen-Heath,	Kylie	Mills,	and	DR.	Amelia	E.	
Jackson-Gheissari,	to	discuss	the	current	financial	situaCon	in	
agriculture.

Monsanto	is	a	leader	in	the	development	of	GMO	crops	and	has	
developed	various	media	programs	to	combat	misinformaCon	
concerning	GMOs.		These	programs	include	websites	called	
www.GMOAnswers.com	and	www.monsanto.com	where	scienCfic	
informaCon	can	be	found	about	GMO’s.

Currently	eight	crops	are	commercially	available	from	GMO	seeds	in	
the	U.S.:		Rainbow	Papaya,	field	corn,	canola,	soybeans,	alfalfa,	
coFon,	sugar	beets,	sweet	corn	and	summer	squash.	These	crops	are	
the	same	from	composiConal	and	nutriConal	standpoint	as	their	
non-GM	counterparts.		GM	products	are	the	most	researched	and	
tested	agricultural	products	in	history.		

According	to	one	of	the	handouts,	18	million	farmers	in	28	countries	
planted	179.7	million	hectares	of	biotech	crops	in	2015.		

• Biotech	crops	contribute	to	food	security,	sustainability	and	

climate	change	by	

o Increasing	crop	producCvity	and	reducing	

producCon	costs

o Making	it	possible	to	grow	more	food	on	less	land

o Lowering	pesCcide	uses

o Decreasing	CO2	emissions

o Saving	on	fossil-based	fuels

WIFE	was	reminded	that	the	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture	
plays	a	big	role	in	gathering	agricultural	facts	when	USDA	Economist	
Michael	Sheets	discussed	where	ag	is	right	now.		

Sheets	said	beef	producCon	is	up	2	percent	during	the	first	three	quarters	
of	this	year	and	carcasses	are	14	percent	heavier,	adding	more	pressure	
to	sagging	caFle	prices.		However,	he	did	predict	per	capita	consumpCon	
will	go	up	1	percent	(to	54	pounds	per	capita)	with	lower	beef	prices.

Unfortunately,	chicken	consumpCon	will	be	up	about	2	percent		to	91	
pounds	per	capita.		Consumers	respond	to	price	and	chicken	is	cheap.

Sheets	said	the	U.S.	imports	more	beef	from	Australia	than	from	any	
other	country.		Six	percent	of	U.S.	beef	consumpCon	is	grass	fed.

http://www.GMOAnswers.com
http://www.monsanto.com


In	 April,	 I	 aFended	 the	 Kansas	 Natural	 Resources	 CoaliCon’s	 Land,	 Water	 and	
Local-Government	Conference	in	Dodge	City,	KS.	 	I	was	a	guest	speaker	and	also	
enjoyed	listening	to	the	other	speakers	from	across	the	country.		My	presentaCon	
was	on	 conservaCon	easements	and	 the	 future.	 	 I	 highly	 recommend	aFending	
this	 conference	 in	 the	 future	 to	 become	 educated	 on	 important	 issues	 facing	
agriculture	and	American	ciCzens	in	general	and	the	acCon	that	needs	to	be	taken	
to	 limit	 the	 overreach	 of	 the	 Federal	 government.	 	 You	 can	 find	 out	 more	
informaCon	about	this	conference	at	hFps://knrc.org.	 	There	are	several	current	
issues	 happening	 with	 conservaCon	 easements,	 the	 Endangered	 Species	 Act,	
Environmental	ProtecCon	Agency,	and	BLM.	 	Please	contact	me	with	any	 issues	
that	 are	 taking	place	 in	 your	area	at	muddyvalleyranch@hughes.net.	 	We	must	
stay	educated	and	involved	in	the	decision-making	process	and	hold	our	elected	

officials	 accountable	 and	 restrict	 the	 overreach	 of	 Federal	 government	 by	
acknowledging	their	 limits	of	authority.	 	 It	 is	our	duty	as	ciCzens	of	this	republic	
form	of	government	that	our	Forefathers	bestowed	upon	us.

WOTUS	 Update:	 At	 the	 end	 of	 April,	 the	 Senate	 voted	 down	 an	 amendment,	
“That	 would	 have	 stripped	 funding	 for	 clean	 water	 protecCons	 and	 ensured	
defeat	of	a	$37.5	billion	energy	and	water	spending	bill”	(USA	Today,	by	Erin	Kelly,	
4/21/2016).	 	 The	 amendment	 would	 have	 kept	 the	 Environmental	 ProtecCon	
Agency	from	enforcing	the	2014	Waters	of	the	US	(WOTUS)	rule	that	was	strongly	
opposed	 by	 farmers,	 ranchers	 and	 agricultural	 associaCons	 and	 organizaCons.		
The	 open-ended	meaning	 of	 “navigable”	 waters	 in	 the	 new	 ruling	 provides	 an	
overreaching	 opportunity	 for	 the	 EPA	 to	 enforce	 new	 regulaCons	 on	 private	
property	 landowners.	 	On	the	 judicial	side,	 the	WOTUS	ruling	 is	currently	under	
the	appeals	process.		

BLM	 Resource	Management	 Plan:	 Due	 to	 the	 high	 volume	 of	 public	 comments	
received	by	the	BLM,	the	public	comment	period	has	been	extended	by	30	days	to	
May	25,	2016.	 	My	daughter,	Korry	Lewis,	an	aForney-at-law	 for	Hageman	Law	
P.C.	in	Cheyenne,	WY,	draled	a	leFer	requesCng	an	extension	of	Cme	for	public	
comment	for	WIFE	that	was	submiFed	by	President	Newman	to	the	BLM	in	April.		
The	 leFer	 from	WIFE	 stated,	 “Local	 residents,	 adjacent	 landowners,	 and	 county	
governments	 are	 more	 directly	 impacted	 by	 acCons	 on	 BLM	 lands	 than	 any	
others.	 	The	management	of	BLM	lands	significantly	impacts	the	rights	and	well-
being	 of	 neighboring	 landowners	 and	 the	 economy	 of	 local	 communiCes.	 	 The	
Proposed	 Resource	 Management	 Planning	 Rule	 proposes	 to	 comprehensively	
change	the	current	process	these	affected	stakeholders	use	to	parCcipate	 in	the	
planning	process.	 	WIFE	simply	needs	more	Cme	to	fully	understand	and	address	
how	 these	 changes	 will	 impact	 its	 members.”	 	 In	 Colorado	 the	 BLM	 sent	
Memorandum	 of	 Understanding’s	 (MOUs)	 to	 local	 county	 commissioners	
requesCng	 their	 cooperaCon	 to	work	 together	 on	 the	 decision	making	 process.		
Once	the	MOUs	are	signed,	the	 local	government	relinquishes	their	authority	to	
the	 BLM.	 	 You	 can	 find	 more	 informaCon	 about	 the	 BLM	 Planning	 2.0	 at	
www.blm.gov/plan2.		

Natural Resources 
by Kimmi Lewis

Coun%ng	Women	in	Agriculture					By:	Kerry	Froese

	 	 	 	 	 Jim	MacDonald	 from	 the	USDA	Economic	Research	
Service	(ERS)	gave	a	slideshow	presentaCon	Ctled	Women	
in	 Agriculture:	 Their	 Contribu4ons	 and	 Characteris4cs.		
The	 focus	 of	 the	 presentaCon	 was	 on	 how	 to	 count	
women	in	agriculture.	 	The	ERS	uses	data	from	two	main	
sources:	the	Census	of	Agriculture	that	is	done	every	five	
years;	and	the	Agricultural	Resource	Management	Survey	
(ARMS)	 that	 is	 done	 annually.	 	 The	 slideshow	 contained	
several	charts	and	graphs	 illustraCng	farm	income,	hours	
worked	 operaCng	 the	 farm	 and	 the	 quanCty	 of	 female	
and	men	operators.		
	 	 	 	 	Mr.	MacDonald	stated	 that	 the	ERS	began	counCng	
secondary	operators	in	2002.		A	principal	farm	operator	is	
defined	 as,	 “The	 operator	 most	 responsible	 for	 running	
the	farm.”	A	secondary	operator	is	defined	as,	“The	other	
operators.”	 	 As	 you	 can	 see,	 counCng	 secondary	
operators	 would	 significantly	 impact	 the	 number	 of	
women	 in	 agriculture	 as	 many	 wives	 are	 secondary	
operators	to	their	spouses	that	are	the	primary	operators.		
According	 to	 the	 ERS,	 “CounCng	 secondary	 operators	
triples	 the	 number	 of	 women	 operators.”	 	 A	 woman-
operated	farm	is	defined	as,	“Any	farm	with	a	woman	as	
the	principal	operator.”	 	According	to	the	ERS,	from	1978	
to	 2007,	 the	 share	 of	 farms	 operated	 by	 women	 grew	
from	5.2%	 to	 almost	 14%.	 	 In	 2012,	 1.821	million	 farms	
were	 operated	 by	 men	 and	 288,000	 were	 operated	 by	
women.
	 	 	 	 	 An	 interesCng	point	 in	 the	presentaCon	was	 that	 a	
farm	 is	 defined	 as,	 “Any	 place	 that	 sold	 (or	 normally	
would	 have	 sold)	 at	 least	 $1,000	 of	 farm	 products	 in	 a	
given	year.”	 	According	 to	data	 compiled	 from	 the	2012	
Census	 of	 Agriculture,	 the	 ERS	 found	 that,	 “Most	 farms	
have	sales	less	than	$10,000.	 	72.6%	of	women-operated	
farms	 and	51.4%	of	male-operated	 farms	have	 less	 than	
$10,000	in	sales.”	 	Throughout	the	charts	related	to	farm	
income,	it	became	very	obvious	that	the	small	farms	with	
at	least	$1,000	in	sales	of	farm	products	significantly	skew	
the	 data.	 	 For	 example,	 the	 2012	 Census	 of	 Agriculture	
according	 to	 the	 ERS	 reported	 288,264	 female	 principal	
operators	and	243	million	hours	of	farm	work	performed.		
This	 equals	 approximately	 843	 hours	 on	 average	 per	
female	 principal	 operator/year.	 	 To	 break	 it	 down	 even	
more,	that	equals	on	average	16.2	hours	per	week.	
	 	 	 	 	Other	highlights	 from	the	 illustraCons	 included	 that	
ERS	has	found	that,	“More	than	one	third	of	nonoperator	
landlords	are	women.		96%	of	acres	rented	out	by	women	
principal	landlords	are	fully	paid	for.		That	is,	they	hold	no	
debt	 on	 the	 land.”	 	 In	 conclusion,	 the	 ERS	 states	 that,	

“Recent	changes	in	the	agricultural	census	and	ARMS	help	

us	beFer	understand	the	roles	of	women	to	farming.”

https://knrc.org
http://www.blm.gov/plan2


Farm debt has increased dramatically, starting in 2014, but it really lowered the boom on our farm 
in Central Montana in 2015.  I am in partnership with my son and have one full time employee 
and several part time employees during the critical peak seasons.

Largely due to depressed prices, farm income has decreased 56% in the last 3 years. This year 
farmers received $4 a bushel, on average, and these prices are being predicted to remain low 
into 2017.  Our input costs have not gone down accordingly, but have remained about the same. 

Farm direct countercyclical payments, DCP, were discontinued in the last Farm Bill and  we have 
been without these payments for the last 2 years.  At the time DCP payments were discontinued, 
the market was much higher with wheat prices at $8 - $9 a bushel.  The price, now, is at an 
average of $4 a bushel. Alternate programs were put in place, PLC and ARC, which are to stay in 
place for 5 years.  These new programs are not working for us.  Many farmers have sold their 
equipment already and quit farming so they don’t have to mortgage their land and risk losing that 
also.  Farmers are told by the economists in DC that they will have to cut their input expenses 
which is virtually impossible in most cases.  

When WIFE was organized 40 years ago, wheat was $4 a bushel and many farmers lost their 
businesses then.  Understandably, the major cause of the depressed prices is that the dollar is 
strong and a large world supply of wheat.  However, other countries that we send foreign aid to, 
subsidize their farmers.

A quote from another WIFE member, “The decisions farmers are having to make this spring 
include: do you plant corn for much greater input costs so that your losses may be less, or do you 
plant soybeans with less input costs, but larger losses in the end?”  Looks like being caught 
between a rock and a hard spot to me!

Dalian corn prices are roughly $6.60/bushel compared to CBOT May corn futures around $3.70, 
but China still subsidizes their farmers.

The Farm Bill is the Food Security Act to insure that people in our country will have abundant safe 
food and that means financial protection for the producers.  We have the safest food supply in the 
world and Agriculture is the backbone of our US economy.

Farmers are greatly concerned.  Another year like we’ve just been through, many farmers will go 
under, farmers need emergency help NOW….and not in the form of loans, they have plenty of 
them already!  The SURE program did help tremendously.  

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to attend the various ag committee meetings in DC to 
express the conditions of the farming out here in farm country!

Farm Debt by
Nancy O’Reilly
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Whiting Petroleum Corp., North Dakota’s largest oil producer, cut its 
2016 budget by 80 percent in February. They said they are suspending 
all fracking operations and reduce output to wait for higher crude 
prices to preserve capital. Their cut is one of the largest thus far this 
year as the industry is crippled by oil prices at a 10-year low.   Most of 
their $500 million budget will be spent to store their operations with 
about $160 million in maintenance.  Drilling rigs are down to 29 and  
February production was down to 1,118,333 barrels per day. Texas is 
down to 1.1 million barrels a day, too. Natural gas is also down.

Facing a six-year barrage of increasingly large earthquakes, 
Oklahoma regulators are effectively ordering the state’s powerful oil-
and-gas industry to substantially cut back the underground disposal of 
industry wastes they believe have caused the tremors across the state. 
The state asked well operators in northwest and central Oklahoma to 
reduce by 40 percent the amount of oil and gas wastes they are 
injecting deep into the earth. The directive covers 411 injection wells 
near Oklahoma City. They can only make the cutbacks by reducing oil 
and gas production. Some critics incorrectly blame the earthquakes on 
hydro-fracturing, or fracking, which frees hard-to-reach deposits by 
pumping liquids into the surrounding rock.
     A report by the U.S. Geological Survey finds that six states are at 
increased risk of earthquakes caused by oil and gas wastewater 
injection wells. Those states are Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, 
New Mexico and Arkansas.  North Dakota is not one of them and 
studies show that fracturing will not cause earthquakes in the state. The 
reason is unknown but it is presumed the geology structure is different. 
The six states had 1,010 earthquakes in 2015. North Dakota has 439 
active disposal wells. In 2015, a record 441 million barrels of saltwater 
were injected in wells in the state. By state law injection wells are 
required to be drilled down 5,000 feet to a porous sandstone layer that 
absorbs the liquid. 
     About two million consumers and businesses in the Midwest are 
reliant on the energy produced by lignite mines in North Dakota. The 
state’s low 7.83 cents per kilowatt hour price (compared to the national 
average of 9.85 cents-2013 data) rates are estimated to increase by as 
much as 37 percent by 2020. The federal government estimates 
increases of only 1.5 percent. The lignite industry directly employs 
about 4,000 people in the state and 12,000 estimate jobs exist to 
provide services and products needed to support it. Direct spending in 
the state by the lignite and energy industry equals about a billion 
dollars a year. Though no plans have been announced to close any of 
the state’s power plants, the federal government’s proposed Clean 
Power Plan wants CO2 emissions to be cut by 45 percent or 13 percent 
more than the average demanded reduction per state.  
          Marita Noon was a national WIFE convention speaker on energy 
a few years ago and writes a weekly column. She wrote “Even with the 
benefit of tax credits, low-interest loans, and cash grants that state and 
federal governments have bestowed on them, the solar industry is 
struggling. We've seen Abengoa file for bankruptcy.   Ivanpah, the 

world's biggest solar power tower project in the California desert, 
is threatened with closure due to underperformance. Then there is 
SunEdison, the biggest renewable energy developer in the world. 
It's on the verge of bankruptcy as its stock price plunged from 
more than $30 to below $.50--a more than 90 percent drop in the 
past year. All of these recent failures magnify the solar industry's 
black eye that first swelled up nearly five years ago with 
the Solyndra bankruptcy.  Industry groups have sprung up to 
defend the favored-status energy policies and attack anyone who 
disagrees with the incentive-payment business model. Two such 
groups are TASC and TUSK--both of which are founded and 
funded by solar panel powerhouses SolarCity and SunRun with 
involvement from smaller solar companies (SolarCity 
recently parted ways with TASC). The Alliance for Solar Choice 
(TASC) is run by the lead lobbyists for the two big companies--
both have obvious Democrat Party connections.” 
    Declining oil prices and coal demand have caused the layoff of 
about 4,600 railroad employees nationwide or about 10 percent of 
the workforce. 
       Since 2010 the Canadians increased oil production by 1.5 
million barrels a day, the United Arab Emirates increased by 
900,000 barrels a day, Kuwait by one million a day, Saudi Arabia 
by two million a day and the United States by four million barrels 
a day. Oil fields in Norway, the United Kingdom, Indonesia and a 
few others have had steep drops because their fields are old and 
worn out.  Iran oil sanctions kicked in just a few years ago and 
cut their exports by one million barrels a day but they could flood 
the market in a few months or years.  
     World oil demand has not been keeping up with the world 
production. China’s economy is slowing down and the United 
Kingdom has had a slow recovery from their recession. Japan is 
stagnant and has been for about 25 years.  The European Union 
and the United States oil demand is much less than it was before 
the recession. Exploration rigs have been dropped and people 
have lost their jobs with them.  Many oil rigs are not being 
maintained as workers move to other places and jobs.   
           Less than a week after talks between OPEC and non-
OPEC producers in Doha on April 17,  Saudi Arabia said it would 
not freeze output unless regional rival Iran did the same but Iran 
refused to do so, thus the talks failed. Oil analysts have 
speculated on what could happen at the next meeting of the 13-
country group on June 2.  Saudi Arabia, Iran and non-OPEC 
producer Russia all threatened to ramp up production.
   The National Biodiesel Board filed a petition to defend the 
industry’s interest under the Renewable Fuel Standards regarding 
the use of the Environmental Protection Agency’s actions in the 
program, such as reductions in volume, their challenges by the 
petroleum industry and EPA’s final ruling for standards for 
2014-2016.
       Hard times have come back on energy-reliant towns in 
northern Wyoming, where lives and fortunes hinge on the coal, 
oil and gas buried beneath the rolling plains. Tumbling prices for 
oil and gas, along with bankruptcies in the coal industry, have 
pummeled Wyoming’s energy-dependent economy and eroded a 
thin safety net for poor and older residents. Energy development 
helped Wyoming earlier but now officials estimate that energy 
companies have shed some 5,500 jobs — a huge number in a 
state with 580,000 residents. The layoffs have forced an economic 
reckoning in a state where oil, gas, coal and uranium provide 60 
to 70 percent of revenue.

Marlene Kouba
Energy
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It	has	been	mayhem	on	social	media,	especially	 these	past	 few	months.	Animal	Rights	acCvist	group,	

PETA,	has	not	only	conCnued	targeCng	the	animal	agriculture	 industry	with	 inaccurate	posCng	about	
mistreatment	 of	 animals,	 standard	 protocol	 on	 farming	 operaCons,	 and	 quality	 of	 products,	 but	 has	
actually	 recently	 targeted	 the	 FFA.	 The	 group	 stated	 how	 the	 FFA	was	 unethical	 as	 it	 educated	 the	
students	on	 the	 raising	and	slaughtering	of	animals	 for	 food.	Of	course,	being	 the	 radical	group	they	
are,	 they	did	not	put	 it	 in	 this	kind	way	and	used	vulgar	 language	 to	describe	 their	 “opinions”,	 since	
they	are	not	even	close	to	being	facts.	PETA	discouraged	FFA	for	parCcipaCng	 in	career	development	
compeCCons,	which	 tests	 the	 student’s	 knowledge	on	 the	agriculture-based	 subject	maFer,	 because	
they	 feel	 it	 is	 unethical.	Although	 they	 tried	 to	 target	 the	 FFA,	 nothing	of	which	 they	 stated	 in	 their	
arCcle	directly	proves	the	FFA	in	unethical.	This	just	leads	me	to	my	point	that	we	must	educate	these	
ignorant	 individuals.	 I	 say	 the	word	 ignorant	not	 in	an	offensive	manner,	yet	 in	 the	manner	of	which	
they	simply	do	not	know	what	true	animal	agriculture	is.	

FFA	 was	 one	 of	 the	 organizaCons	 that	 has	 assisted	 in	 developing	my	 passion	 towards	 agriculture.	 I	
parCcipated	 in	 three	 career	 development	 events	 while	 a	 FFA	 chapter	 student	 in	 high	 school,	 Job	
Interview,	 Ag	 Issues,	 and	 Prepared	 Speech.	 The	 Job	 Interview	 CDE	 has	 helped	 in	 so	 many	 ways	 to	
prepare	myself	to	apply	for	a	job.	The	things	I	learned	from	that	compeCCon	in	parCcular,	which	is	not	
even	related	to	animal	agriculture,	helped	me	with	pracCcal,	real-life	situaCons.	Ag	Issues	was	a	group	
related	CDE	where	we	would	have	 a	 debate	over	 an	 ag-based	 topic,	 represenCng	both	 views	of	 the	
topic,	 supported	with	 facts.	 This	 compeCCon	 assisted	me	with	 understanding	 an	 opposing	 view	 and	
showing	how	I	can	state	my	view	in	a	factual	and	purposeful	manner.	Lastly,	prepared	speech	helped	
me	gain	 the	 courage	 to	 talk	 in	 front	of	 a	 crowd	and	hold	myself	 in	 a	 confident	manner.	All	 of	 these	
CDE’s	 that	 I	 competed	 in	 assisted	me	 in	 real-life	 situaCons.	 So	 PETA,	 please	 tell	 me	 how	 educaCng	
ourselves	in	order	to	become	knowledgeable	and	competent	is	so	unethical?	

I	 know	 preaching	 on	 my	 soap	 box	 won’t	 change	 a	 single	 thing,	 but	 I	 think	 we	 as	 an	 industry	 can	
contribute	and	have	our	say.	Why	should	we	let	them	conCnue	to	be	ill-informed	and	not	state	facts?	
ParCally	 of	 the	 reason	why	 agriculture	 business	 are	 no	 longer	 able	 to	 run	 is	 because	 of	 these	 false	
accusaCons	being	made	about	our	industry,	and	uninformed	consumers	believing	it.	

In	2014,	nearly	95%	of	parCcipants	in	a	naConal	survey	conducted	by	American	Humane	said	they	are	
“very	concerned”	about	the	welfare	of	farm	animals.	In	addiCon,	roughly	two-thirds	(69%)	of	a	sample	
of	 1,003	 American	 adults	 said	 they	 prioriCze	 animal	welfare	 as	 a	 significant	 factor	 in	 deciding	what	
foods	 to	 buy.	 The	 survey	 was	 conducted	 by	 ORC	 InternaConal	 in	 February	 2014	 for	 the	 2014	 Cone	
CommunicaCons	Food	Issues	Trend	Tracker.	Furthermore,	69%	of	consumers	responding	to	a	Context	
MarkeCng	survey	(2010)	said	they	would	be	willing	to	pay	more	for	food	that	“promises	to	be	produced	
to	higher	ethical	standards”.	These	are	staCsCcs	that	we	should	definitely	keep	in	mind	the	next	Cme	
someone	asks	about	our	products	as	producers	and	how	you	present	the	facts	to	them.	In	the	end,	it	
will	only	benefit	us	as	an	industry	to	conCnue	to	thrive	for	generaCons	to	come.	

It	makes	me	so	 troubled	 that	 this	a	problem	we	can	simply	fix,	but	we	all	have	 to	 join	 together.	We	
have	to	prepare	ourselves	for	the	counteracCons	from	these	acCvist	groups.	As	I	scroll	through	social	
media,	I	see	these	animal	agriculture	targeted	posts.	What	I	find	even	more	offense	than	their	untrue	
statements,	 are	 the	 individuals	who	 feel	 they	 belong	 to	 the	 agriculture	 industry	 sharing	 and	 staCng	
something	along	the	lines	of	the	lack	of	intelligence	of	the	acCvist	group	members.	What	we	really	need	
to	do,	is	state	WHY	it	is	wrong	and	share	YOUR	story.	

Consumer Perceptions 
by Gabrielle Domagala
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Global sugar subsides:

Early this year (2016) Minnesota farmers received a 
sad news. The Hershey company. For decades, the 
Hershey Co. has used sugar made from both sugar 
beets and sugar cane, but the company decided earlier 
this year to stop buying beet sugar because it comes 
from genetically modified, or GM, seeds. About 55 
percent of domestic U.S. sugar is produced from sugar 
beets, and nearly 100 percent of the beet seeds are 
genetically modified to tolerate the herbicide 
glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup.

please bear in mind that Minnesota is the top sugar 
beet producer in the nation, followed by Idaho and 
North Dakota. Sadly, a coalition of groups called GMO 
began a campaign in 2013 suggesting that consumers 
tell Hershey and Mars, another large candy 
manufacturer, to drop all GM ingredients from their 
products. 

There’s no scientific evidence of health problems. 
Genetically modified seeds grow more productive crops 
and use fewer weed-killing chemicals. It is good for 
environment and reduces cost of production.

As the U.S. sugar farmers are defending the safety of 
their sugar against GMO. Consumer should know that 
GMO process has been part of our life for ages. GMO 
or genetically altered cattle produce better meat or 
milk. GMO help farmers to produce better quality food 
for our people. and celebrate the abundant production 
of commodities provided by United States’ farmers and 
ranchers.

Global Sugar 
Subsidies /AgWeek
by Klodette Stroh 2016 Agriculture week:

I truly believe America has been blessed by our loving God. He works in 
partnership with farmers to provide food, fiber, clothing and shelter for 
our people. Food doesn’t come from grocery store. Without farmers our 
grocery stores’ shelves would be empty.  In reality, far too many people 
are unaware of the role of American agriculture in their daily lives and 
what it really takes to have food on their dinner table. Just a few 
generations ago, there were more people that were a part of agriculture 
or had friends or relatives involved with agriculture. Today, that's no 
longer the case. There are less than 1.5 percent of our population 
involved in agriculture production. Agriculture sustains life on earth 
which is the reason I am so passionate about this topic. 

March 15 to 21 was marked as the 2016 Ag Week. This is  a time when 
farmers, agricultural associations, corporations, universities, government 
agencies and countless others across America gather to recognizeWorld 
population will reach 9 billion by 2050. There will be millions of new 
mouths to feed, many of whom rely on United States’ food production to 
meet this need. According to Agriculture Council of America (ACA) One-
fourth of the world's beef and nearly one-fifth of the world's grain, milk 
and eggs are produced by American farmers. One farmer produces 
enough food for 144 people.

According to the 2014 report given by the United States Department of 
Agriculture or USDA, agricultural exports supported employment, 
income, and purchasing power in both the farm and non-farm sectors.  
Each dollar of agricultural exports stimulated another $1.27 in business 
activity. The $150.0 billion of agricultural exports in calendar 2014 
produced an additional $190.6 billion in economic activity for a total 
economic output of $340.6 billion. Every $1 billion of U.S. agricultural 
exports in 2014 required approximately 7,550 American jobs throughout 
the economy.  

Agricultural exports in 2014 required 1,132,000 full-time civilian jobs, 
which included 808,000 jobs in the non-farm sector. In these difficult 
economic times awakening the United States agriculture has a positive 
balance in export. Having food, job, and shelter is the foundation and 
core of being independent. American farmers are the basis for America’s 
independence.  In 1954 the government set up the Food for Peace law, 
PL480, which uses government surplus to feed the world’s hungry.  God 
bless America and her people because the horrible attack of September 
11, 2001 didn’t stop the United States from giving food to poor people of 
other countries including Afghanistan.

  God is known by his names including Yahweh (the Old Testament), 
God (Christianity), and Allah (in Islam) yet He is the same God that 
spoke to Abraham and made his covenant with him. Father Abraham is 
known as father of nations.  World’s three largest religions sprout from 
Father Abraham; Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

 There is no doubt in my heart that God protects our beloved America, 
as America and her people have listened to his only son.  Jesus said to 
his disciples “when I was hungry you fed me and when I needed a place 
to stay you sheltered me and when I was sick you came to visit me.” His 
disciples asked him “but Rabbi when did we do all these for you”. Jesus 
said,  “whenever you help people in need you are helping me.”
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                    Recognition sought for farm wives

                          By ROBERTA DONOVAN
                              Special to the Gazette

     LEWISTOWN - Women Involved in Farm Economics 
are asking that federal legislation be enacted to recognize 
the wife as a full and equal partner in the estate of a family 
farm.
     The action came in the form of a resolution passed 
during the three-day state convention that ended here 
Sunday.
      Delegates also went on record as unanimously 
supporting the Montana Woolgrowers Association and 
Gov. Thomas L. Judge in a call for 1080 poison for use in 
coyote control.  And they adopted a resolution demanding 
change in the Interstate Commerce Act regarding railroad 
grain rates.
     National President of WIFE, Mrs. Betty Majors, who has 
farmed with her husband at Osceola, NE for 25 years, told 
the Montana members she thinks WIFE is making the non-
food producer aware of the critical financial situation that 
farmers and ranchers find themselves in.
     ‘From this awareness will come something more 
positive for agriculture.” she said.
     The national convention of WIFE will be held in Billings, 
Nov. 4 and 5.
      Gay Holliday of Roundup was re-elected state 
president.  Also re-elected were Nancy Epsy, Boyce, first 
vice president; Yvonne Snider, Lewistown, second vice 
president; and Ardelle Shannon, Dutton, treasurer.  New 
officers are Andrea Rominger, Floweree, recording 
secretary, and Donna Newby, Malta, sergeant-at-arms. 
     Named as commodity chairmen were Lois Kimmet, Cut 
Bank, Beef; Karen Mattson, Chester, small grains; and Pat 
Hodge, Moccasin, diversified.
     New blizzard conditions in the Lewistown area kept 
some of the delegates from leaving for their homes 
Sunday afternoon.  When she could leave Lewistown, Mrs. 
Holliday planned to fly to Washington, DC to attend the 
national Rural Women Leadership Conference as 
Montana’s delegate.  The Conference starts Tuesday and 
is to run through Saturday.

                             Testifies before ITC…
                                    Ranch woman :takes bull by the horns’
                                                By KEN BYERLY

     Ranch women are feisty, and darned important!
     They can raise a ruckus too when a ruckus is needed.
     Take Joyce K. Robinson of Choteau, for example.
     She’s a grandmother.
     She’s a cattlelady and a mother too.
     And she is an active member of the Meat Promoters of Montana and of 
Women Involved in Farm Economics(WIFE).
     Joyce Robinson is upset about the increasing amount of foreign beef (live 
cattle and red meat) that the federal government lets come into the United 
States.  She said so in no uncertain terms recently when testifying to the 
U.S. International Trade Commission on the plight of cattlemen.
     Here are some figures she reeled off:
     —Foreign processed beef imported into the United States in 1975 totaled 
106,928,688 pounds. It was 204,002,772 pounds in 1976.  The one-year 
increase was 97,074,084 pounds or a disastrous 90.8 percent - almost 
double.
     —And that’s not all. Non-processed beef from foreign lands coming into 
the United States is over a billion pounds a year - 1,207,609,414 pounds in 
1975 and 1,281,586,952 in 1976.
     —And that’s not all either.  During 1975 live cattle from foreign countries 
allowed to come into the United States totaled 382,928 head.  In 1976 this 
soared to 972,619 head - an increase of 589,691 head, or a startling and 
devastating 154 percent.
     No wonder the nation’s cattlemen are in trouble, the Choteau 
grandmother and ranch wife testified, in effect.
     “All we ask,” she said, “is protection at our borders - protection against 
cheap foreign beef dumped on the United States, subsidized abroad by 
direct and indirect means by clever tricks.
     “Somehow,: she added, “this suicidal devotion to international trade at 
any price and the blurring of our national boundaries must be stopped.
     “Our American President, be his name Carter, Ford or John Smith is NOT 
president of the world.
     “ He is President of the United States of America —your President and 
mine.
     “His first concern and the first concern of each of us should be what is 
good for America and Americans,” Mrs. Robinson testified.” We cannot at 
this point and time attempt to raise the world to our standard nor can we 
afford to lower ours to the composite average.”
     The Choteau ranch wife is deeply concerned about the future of 
America’s cattle industry (grain farmers too).
     “What will be the consequences if stockmen are ruined?”
She asked and them made these predictions to the U.S. International 
Commission if it is allowed to happen.
   1. “Our lands will probably be bought by large, absentee corporate owners, 
both national and international.
   2.  “Our sons and daughters who expected since childhood to be ranchers, 
who are educated and experienced in ranching, will be reduced to well-paid 
managers and supervisors(my son would rather live on beef and beans to 
ranch the land he owns). We  ranchers have a sense of stewardship for our 
land that stems from only one source - actual ownership.
   3.  “The price of beef will sky-rocket.  There will be a price tag on a feeder 
calf reflecting not only the cost of production, but two or three levels of profit 
as well, manager, supervisor, owner.
   4.  “Our small rural towns serving the livestock industry will die, die 
because they will serve no purpose.  Huge corporations will buy direct from 
factories, stock factory direct supplies.
   5.  “Old ladies such as myself,” will retire and mourn the future of our                             
children and grandchildren - the future of our country.”
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