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The WIFE delegation visits Under Secretary Ed Avalos at the United 
States Department of Agriculture during the meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C. (Back row, left to right): Whitney Klasna, Kerry Froese, Ruth 
Laribee, Linda Newman, Darcy Dressler, Deb Dressler, Diane McDonald 
(Front row, left to right): Pam Pothoff, Kay Zeosky, Marlene Kouba, 
Maggie Nutter, Klodette Stroh, Cathy Scherler

WIFE President, Ruth Laribee, laughs with Capitol Hill staff-
ers during the pizza party.

WIFE members Maggie Nutter 
(left) and Kerry Froese join in the 
legislative festivities.

Marlene Kouba, Linda Newman and Kerry Froese 
head to another round of briefings during the 
weekend-long trip (left to right).
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     Look inside for more information about this action-packed weekend!



The WIFE Annual Legislative Seminar 
that took place in Washington D.C.  this 
March was very busy. Those in attendance 
were able to gain knowledge and partici-
pate in educational sharing concerning 
upcoming rules and regulations, energy, is-
sues our corporate partners are working on 
and the future of Agriculture.

On the first day of the trip, WIFE had 
four appointments with the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Edward Avalos, Under Secretary for 
the Marketing & Regulatory Programs at 
the USDA, stated, “We are all connected; 
the Farm Bill impacts everyone through 
jobs, trade, research and agriculture ex-
ports.” Avalos continued, “Farmers and 
Ranchers represent freedom, providing se-
curity for this country, producing food for 
the world.”

Michael Scuse, Under Secretary for 
the USDA’s Farm & Foreign Agricultural 
Services, reported that for every dollar we 
spend in foreign trade there is a $35 return 
on investment. The U.S. has had five of the 
best trade years in history and are looking 
for this year to be even better.

Kent Lanclos, Director for the Stra-
tegic Data Acquisition and Analysis Risk 
Management Association (RMA), spoke to 
WIFE concerning crop insurance.

Todd Repass, Director of USDA’s Of-
fice of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Coordination, spoke to the WIFE delega-
tion concerning agricultural security be-
fore performing a skit with our ladies. It 
was fun but made one think.

At noon several of us had a quick but 
very enjoyable lunch in the USDA Execu-
tive dining room with Kathryn Hill of the 
USDA Office of Communications. She is 
also an Honorary Member of WIFE.

Next on WIFE’s agenda was the Sen-

ate briefings at the Capitol Visitors Cen-
ter, where we met with Senate Agriculture 
Committee members. This was followed 
with House Agriculture briefings in room 
1306 Longworth.

Matt Schertz, Senior Professional Staff 
for House Representative Frank D. Lucas, 
Chairman of the Agriculture Committee, 
updated us on several farm issues and how 
some of the Farm Bill changes could work.

We received updates from Jess Peter-
son of the United States Cattlemen’s As-
sociation on Country of Origin Labeling 
(COOL) and other farm issues.

The day ended when we went to din-
ner at the Founding Farmers Restaurant 
where excellent food was served.

March 11, the following day, was 
scheduled with Capitol Hill visits. WIFE 
members hailing from states with only a 
few Representatives visited other state of-
fices for WIFE members who were unable 
to come to Washington this year. For New 

York constituents, it takes a whole day to 
reach out to all Representatives.

One of WIFE’s focuses when visiting 
the Representatives was on Regulations 
without Representation: 1) The Federal 
regulatory burden--a crisis in the United 
States that remains largely unrecognized; 
2) Federal bureaucracy--non-responsive 
and unaccountable to the citizens of the 
United States; and 3) Congressional ac-
tions--crucial to restoring the strength of 
the United States Economy. 

The complete synopsis of this infor-
mation will be on the website when it is 
updated. 

Of course, energy and the Clean Water 
Act are always on the list of WIFE’s con-
cerns as well.

WIFE held its annual pizza party for 
members and staff that evening. As usual, 
it was well attended and there was good 
conversation and sharing of information 
throughout the evening.

Over the next couple of days, several of 
us went on corporate partner visits learn-
ing about their issues and how agriculture 
can help. In reality, they are helping us. 

One partner, Bayer Crop Science, is 
working on bee pollinator issues, which 
effect agriculture tremendously. There are 
many possibilities why honey bees are dy-
ing off, one being a small mite. You will be 
seeing and hearing more on this issue plus 
information on energy, crop insurance, and 
others.

According to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, “the proposed rule on the 
Clean Water Act does not protect any new 
types of waters that have not historically 
been covered. The proposed rule preserves 
exemptions and exclusions for agriculture. 
The proposed rule will be open for public 
comment for 90 days after publication in 
the Federal Register.” For more informa-
tion go to www.epa.gov/uswater (Dairy 
Herd Management).

More information regarding the D.C. 
visit can be found throughout this publica-
tion in various commodity/topic chairman 
articles.

     President’s Report   
WIFE members make impact 
during annual legislative D.C. trip
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By Ruth Laribee
New York

A few words 
from the President...
After our meeting with Under 
Secretary Edward Avalos in 
Washington, D.C., I received the 
following handwritten note:
 
Ms. Laribee,
Just a note to thank you and 
the WIFE participants for visit-
ing USDA and for your work and 
commitment to support and ad-
dress challenges faced by farmers, 
ranchers, and our rural communities. 
Your efforts and your message 
to USDA and Congress are ex-
tremely important.                                                   
Sincerely,                                            
Edward Avalos
We thank him for his time and 
the very informative and plea-
surable meeting.



An article in the January, 2014 
issue of Farm Journal titled “Home-
grown Power” on pages 56-58 talks 
about natural gas-generated power 
for irrigation. 

Further discussion clarifies the 
variable-frequency drive (VFD) 
for slower, “softer” starts and stops 
to irrigation equipment and water 
pumps and the computer technol-
ogy to optimally keep it all going at 
its most efficient pace. The common 
three-phase electric power is men-
tioned as a comparison. For more 
information on this, visit www.
FarmJournal.com/vfd_irrigation.   
www.oedigital.com  

Offshore Engineer (OE) is a trade 
journal which calls itself “Required 
Reading for the Global Oil & Gas 
Industry.” The February, 2013 print 
issue had a cover picture of a wind-
mill turbine on a platform over wa-
ter. The picture shows the last of 
175 turbines  placed in England at 
the United Kingdom  London Array 
Offshore Wind Farm.   The water is 
an estuary in the outer Thames Riv-
er. The project  was finished in De-
cember of 2012...or you could say 
this was just the beginning.

The February issue of OE has 
an article on water-based renew-
able energy  technologies (pages 40-
45). “Hydrokinetic” is marine based 
power (the word differentiates from 
the “hydro” associated with river 
dams).

The author, Bruce Nichols, de-
scribes some large and costly proj-
ects in areas with tides, winds and 
water waves to harness. The article 
ends with a page of  wave harnessing 
designs and tide harnessing designs.
There are challenges  to learning to 
use wave action and incoming and 
outgoing tides to make power.  

There is a world-wide interest 
in using  wind, water, sun, and wave 
action as renewable energy sources.

 On page 20 of the May 2013 is-
sue of Light & Medium Truck maga-
zine, there is an article called “Be-
yond Fuel Efficiency.” The reason 

for including this article is because 
it discusses how to find air leaks 
in your compressor systems. Farm 
articles have hit on this subject but 
little overview seemed important to 
include. 

Air leaks can cost you money 
and this article  includes  other hints 
to help you find additional energy 
losses in your business. The  web-
site and publication names have 
changed recently, now www.truck-
fleetmgt.com is the go-to place. This 
is a free trade journal for people 
with trucks  so you can subscribe if 
you would like to.

           Energy Report
Publications provide unique 
look into energy technologies

By Barbara Broberg
Montana
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In the News...
North Dakota WIFE member and media 
chairman, Diane McDonald, was recent-
ly highlighted in a Grand Forks Herald 
article after voicing her thoughts over a 
recently proposed flood water plan that 
directly involves her family farm.

The Forest River Flood Plan is being 
discussed to help reduce peak flooding 
of the Red River and minimize flooding 
impacts on the nearby town of Minto, 
ND. 

McDonald farm borders the Forest Riv-
er and even though it has never flooded 
there, engineers and water specialists 
are proposing an option that would di-
vert water from the river into a separate 
holding place, which would be located 
on the McDonald farm.

To read the article in its entirety, go to 
http://www.grandforksherald.com/con-
tent/flood-protection-plan-prompts-water-worries-landowners-say-reten-
tion-project-would-interfere. 

Diane McDonald stands in her field 
where the proposed retention site 
would sit. Photo courtesy of John 
Stennes/Grand Forks Herald



Every cereal grain farmer with un-
der 10 employees needs to read this ar-
ticle. 

There is frequent tension between 
the spirit of the law and the letter of 
the law. Obeying the “spirit of the law” 
means following the intent of those who 
drafted it. Following the “letter of the 
law” means following the law as writ-
ten—verbatim. 

Often there is daylight between the 
two. When it comes to enforcement 
against farming operations, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) can be rightly criticized for vio-
lating the spirit of the law and indulging 
in artistic license when it comes to inter-

preting the letter of the law. 
Here is how: Every year Congress 

includes what is known as an appropria-
tions rider into the legislation that funds 
OSHA. The rider explicitly instructs 
OSHA to not engage in enforcement ac-
tivities against farms.

The legislation reads: none of the 
[OSHA] funds appropriated under this 
paragraph shall be obligated or expend-
ed to prescribe, issue, administer, or en-
force any standard, rule regulation, or 
order under the Act which is applicable 
to any person who is engaged in a farm-
ing operation which does not maintain 
a temporary labor camp and employs 10 
or fewer employees. 

That’s pretty straight forward, right? 
The average person on the street would 
read that and assume Congress has 
clearly made farms off-limits for OSHA 
enforcement. But the average person on 
the street is not an OSHA attorney. 

Instead of reading the legislation to 

mean that OSHA cannot enforce against 
farms, OSHA sought out means to get 
around this provision—and they found 
one. 

Instead of labeling grain farms for 
what they are, OSHA has begun to view 
these operations as “grain-handling fa-
cilities.” You have read that correctly.

If you own land, plant seeds, harvest 
a crop, and place all or some of that crop 
into grain bins for storage and drying, 
you are not only a farmer, you are also a 
grain-handling facility operator and are 
subject to OSHA regulations pertaining 
to such facilities. 

Specifically, OSHA views any post-
harvest activities on a farm as not cov-
ered by the Congressional exemption.  
Adopting this methodology, OSHA has 
started to flex its muscles beyond the 
farm gate. 

Niobrara Farms in Atkinson, Ne-
braska was recently visited by an OSHA 
inspector. The operation, which has only 
one employee who is not a family mem-
ber, was fined $132,000 for various vio-
lations, including failure to have a writ-
ten plan to control fugitive grain dust. 
Because the farm viewed itself as a farm 
(one that was exempt from OSHA  en-
forcement), the operation did not have 
such plans in place in accordance with 
OSHA regulations. 

Niobrara Farms is currently chal-
lenging the enforcement action before 
an administrative law judge. The out-
come will likely decide whether OSHA 
continues to inspect and enforce against 
grain farmers. Whether Congress in-
tended OSHA to regulate farms or not, 
it appears to be doing so. 

Your operation might need to have 
a written plan to address safety hazards, 
fugitive grain dust, and a permit system 
for workers who are allowed to enter 
grain bins and silos, in order to comply 
with OSHA regulations (Farm Journal).  
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OSHA honing in 
on small grain farms

        Cereal Grains Report

By Jean Wach
Nebraska
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       Sheep and Goats Report  

Country Of Origin Labeling 
(COOL)  is a requirement, signed 
into American law under the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 (also known as the 2002 Farm 
Bill). 

This law requires retailers to pro-
vide country-of-origin labeling for 
fresh beef, pork, and lamb. The pro-

gram exempts processed meats. The 
United States Congress passed an ex-
pansion of the COOL requirements 
on September 29, 2008, to include 
more food items such as fresh fruits, 
nuts and vegetables.

After numerous delays and at-
tempts to overturn the COOL law, on 
May 23, 2012, the final COOL rule 
was released and became effective.

This labeling law continues its 
journey in various courts. The Amer-
ican Meat Institute and a group of 
trade associations representing live-

stock producers, feedlot operators 
and meat packers were seeking to 
block the implementation of COOL 
on the basis that it violates their First 
Amendment rights.  

The groups moved for a prelimi-
nary injunction halting enforcement 
but a district court denied the mo-
tion. The American Meat Institute 
and friends appealed the ruling but 
on March 28, 2014, the Court of Ap-
peals for the D.C. Circuit denied it 
once again. Therefore, COOL will 
stay in effect.

By Tammy Basel
South Dakota

COOL rules enforced amid 
numerous appeal attempts

WIFE visited the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) on March 10, 2014 and met with Ed 
Avalos, Under Secretary for the Marketing and Regulatory Programs. Mr. Avalos is from New Mexico and 
was enthusiastic about agriculture. Along with a decrease in population in rural America, a lack of jobs and 
devastating weather events, Avolas pointed out the average age of farmers (at 58 years) will create challenges 
for agriculture.

Avalos feels the Farm Bill is an investment in Rural America. It allows farmers and ranchers to make deci-
sions for the future.

The Farm Bill is not just about farming; it impacts everyone in the country. While ag represents only five 
percent of the Gross National Product (GNP), it is responsible for 10 percent of all American jobs (60 million 
jobs). Fifteen percent of all manufacturing jobs are in food processing.

The general consumers take food availability for granted because ag does such a good job.  Looking at food 
production in a different way, Avolas pointed out that one percent of the population provides most of the food 
for the other 99 percent who then have food security and flexibility to pursue a different job or enjoy their 
leisure. Therefore, farmers and ranchers represent freedom for the rest of the population because they pro-
duce enough food that mainstream America doesn’t have to worry about it.

Avolas thought the specialty crop part of the Farm Bill was a big step in the right direction. It will encourage 
bigger production of specialty crops which could mean lower imports.

WIFE constituents meet with Under Secretary 
of USDA’s Marketing and Regulatory Programs
by PAM POTHOFF, Trade Chairman



WIFE continues to work toward 
smart trade rather than free trade. Your 
Trade Chairman spent an additional 
three days in Washington, D.C. with 
the Coalition for a Prosperous America 
(CPA), one of WIFE’s coalition partners. 

There seems to be a new willingness 
among Capitol Hill staffers to listen to 
ideas to improve trade and bring man-
ufacturing back to the United States. 
Many of those we visited requested ad-
ditional information or follow-up visits. 

This is important at a time when 
the trade deficit is widening, two major 
trade treaties are being negotiated that 
in many ways mirror treaties from the 
past and President Obama is request-
ing Trade Promotion Authority. Now 
is the perfect time to talk about trade 
and make sure any treaty is negotiated 
to promote smart trade that is beneficial 
to the U.S.

WIFE members who participated 
in the D.C. trip had Michael Scuse, For-
eign Agriculture Service (FAS), remind 
us that for every one dollar spent by our 
government for ag market development, 
there is a 35 times return on that invest-
ment. Farming is not the only profession 
that gains from these expenditures; they 
are a major job developer. Currently 
emphasis is on opening new markets 
for ethanol and DDG (dried distiller’s 
grains).

The Renewable Fuels Associa-
tion reported that U.S. ethanol exports 
surged to 82.4 million gallons in No-
vember, with large volumes finding their 
way into new or emerging markets such 
as China and India. Secretary of Agri-

culture Tom Vilsack is putting together 
the first-ever biofuels trade mission to 
China this year. It will be led by Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Under Secretary Scuse. 

A report by the Economic Policy 
Institute (EPI) to commemorate the sec-
ond anniversary of the U.S.-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement (KORUS) which took 
effect on March 15, 2012, noted that U.S. 
domestic exports to Korea decreased by 
$3.1 billion, a decline of 7.5 percent. A 
recent government report listed the de-
cline at 11 percent. The EPI report cal-
culated KORUS had cost the U.S. nearly 
60,000 jobs, most of which were in man-
ufacturing.

Many farm-state members of Con-
gress continue to push trade treaties as 
a way to increase agricultural exports. 
Under KORUS, U.S. average monthly 
poultry exports have fallen 39 percent, 
pork exports have fallen 34 percent and 
beef exports have fallen 6 percent. Com-
pared with the exports that would have 
been achieved at the pre-FTA average 
monthly level, U.S. meat producers have 
lost a combined $442 million in poultry, 
pork and beef exports to Korea in the 
first 22 months of the Korea deal. That 
doesn’t sound like a smart trade, does it?

The U.S. has a trade deficit of $260 
billion with the 11 Asia-Pacific countries 
included in the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP). This does not include China 
or Korea who have expressed interest in 
joining TPP talks.

Many of the TPP nations have a 
long history of currency manipulation, 
dumping and other unfair trade practic-
es. If these practices are not regulated by 
the TPP, the U.S. will have a tough time 
stopping these practices in the future.

From 1994 to today, our cumulative 
trade deficits have transferred over eight 
trillion dollars from the U.S. to other 
countries, the biggest transfer of wealth 
in world history. During that time, our 
net imports have reduced U.S. Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) by anywhere 
from 3 percent to 5.5 percent in each of 
the last ten years.

Russia and the Ukraine have both 
exported more grain so far this market-
ing year than in the same period last 
year. Russia has exported 38.9 percent 
more. Ukraine is now the world’s fifth-
biggest exporter of wheat and third-
largest exporter of corn and is expected 
to export about 16 percent of the world’’s 
corn this year. (DTN)

U.S. workers can compete with any-
one in the world but they cannot com-
pete successfully on a lopsided playing 
field.

Ag News / 6Ag News / 6

     Trade Report   
Capitol Hill willing to listen 

By Pam Potthoff
Nebraska
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      Sugar Report

President Ruth Laribee led a suc-
cessful legislative visit to Washington, 
D.C. with WIFE members from Colo-
rado, Montana, North and South Dakota, 
New York, Nebraska, Washington and 
Wyoming. WIFE is a grassroots organi-
zation and represents U.S. farmers and 
ranchers.

During our first day’s visit to the 
United State Department Of Agriculture  
(USDA), Ed Avalos, Under Secretary for 
Marketing & Regulation, said the new 
Farm Bill gives security for commod-
ity marketing. The economic impact of 
agriculture adds $750 billion to the U.S. 
economy every year and creates over 
60 million jobs. Michael Scuse, Direc-
tor of the Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
informed the group that the U.S. has 72 
offices in foreign countries to promote 
foreign agriculture marketing.

In brief, the 2014 Farm Bill does the 
following:

•	 Eliminates direct payments 
while strengthening and ex-
panding crop insurance op-
tions.

•	 Puts into place a permanent 
livestock disaster assistance 
fund.

•	 Reforms dairy policy by repeal-
ing outdated programs and cre-
ating a new voluntary margin 
protection program without 
imposing government-mandat-
ed supply controls.

•	 Consolidates conservation pro-
grams and focuses those efforts 
on working lands.

•	 Continues funding for agricul-
tural research and creates sup-
port for beginning farmers.

•	 Reforms the Supplemental Nu-

trition Assistance Program by 
addressing fraud and misuse.

•	 Assists with foreign agriculture, 
marketing and development.

Matt Schertz,  Committee Staff for 
Rep. Frank Lucas, Chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee, explained it very 
clearly. He said the 2014 Farm Bill has 
eliminated the direct payment program 
to farmers. He explained that federal 
crop insurance is in place to cover crop 
losses related to bad weather. Mr. Shertz 
explained there are three new programs 
to assist during crop price losses. 

The new Farm Bill has a $100 million 
dollar budget to educate the nation’s FSA 
employees and to implement crop loss 
programs.  Price losses provide a floor for 
a crop’s target price. Farmers have to sign 
up for crop loss coverage, agriculture risk 
coverage and shallow loss protection cov-

erage at the FSA offices.
The Farm Bill mandatory spending 

baseline for 2013-2022 is $969 billion 
with nutrition making up $772 billion of 
that. Agriculture itself represents a small 
portion of the Farm Bill.

Thanks to our lawmakers in the 
House and Senate for the great work they 
have done to maintain U.S. sugar policy 
and sustain our U.S. farmer-owned in-
dustry. 

Wyoming Senior Senator Michael 
Enzi has been an advocate for America’s 
agriculture which is indispensible as less 
than one percent of our  population now 
feeds the entire country.

It is such a privilege to have Sena-
tor Enzi work on balancing this nation’s 
budget deficit. Senator Enzi is well aware 
of the economic impact of farming in 
America and the importance of sugar 
income to the western states, especially 
Montana and Wyoming.

America is already more dependent 
on foreign suppliers than most would 
think.  Trade deals have forced the United 
States to be the second biggest sugar im-
porter in the world—imports account for 
approximately one-quarter of the mar-
ket—and low prices in past years forced 
33 U.S. sugar facilities to close between 
1996 and 2008. 

Agriculture has been the stepping 
stone for this great country’s fortune. 
America can easily overcome the huge 
budget deficit. We can easily payoff this 
nation’s debt by following America’s 
founding fathers wisdom. 

Presidents like George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roo-
sevelt knew the blessing of having good 
farmers in this new land. We have to 
make sure the 2014 Congress supports  
the U.S. agriculture sector. 

History is a wise teacher and if we 
look back and learn from our past mis-
takes we will prosper from this great 
teacher.

Washington leaders give 
overview of 2014 Farm Bill

By Klodette Stroh
Wyoming
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Sugar Chairman Klodette Stroh meets with 
Senator Enzi (R-WY).



WIFE Natural Resource Chair, Al-
ice Parker, attended the Family Farm 
Alliance Meeting in Las Vegas, Febru-
ary 20-21.   

The Alliance is focused on one 
mission--to ensure the availability of 
reliable, affordable irrigation water 
supplies to western farmers and ranch-
ers. The Family Farm Alliance (FFA) is 
a powerful advocate for family farmers, 
ranchers, irrigation districts, and allied 
industries in seventeen western states.

The annual meeting and confer-
ence addressed “Western Water Chal-
lenges: Drivers and Solutions.”  Speak-
ers included Tom Iseman, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior; the 
five Regional Directors from the Bu-
reau of Reclamation; Norm Semanko, 
Executive Director Idaho Water Users 
Association, and a Washington D.C.  
Panel of Dan Adamson, Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, 
Kerry McCalman Senior Advisor of 

Hydropower Bureau of Reclamation, 
Kiel Weaver Staff Director of House 
Water and Power Subcommittee and 
Camille Calimlin of the House Water 
and Power Subcommittee.  

The AGree Panel addressed the 
topic of “Working a Long-Term Strat-
egy to Enhance Food Production and 
Improve the Environment.” Lynn Scar-
lett, Managing Director for The Nature 
Conservancy and past Deputy Secre-
tary and Chief Operating Officer for 
the Department of Interior spoke and 
moderated the panel that addressed 
“The ESA at 40: Challenges and Op-
portunities.”  Panelists were Steve 
Jester, Partners for Conservation; Steve 
Moyer, Trout Unlimited; Gary Sawyer, 
General Counsel for FFA and Todd 
Votteler from the Guadalupe Blanco 
River Authority, Texas.  

The Colorado River Roundtable 
panelists were Bill Hasencamp of 
the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, Eric Kuhn of the 
Colorado River Water Conservation 
District, Jim Lochhead from Denver 
Water, Tina Shields of Imperial Irriga-

tion District, CA and Carly Jerla rep-
resenting the Bureau of Reclamation, 
CO.  The panel was moderated by Tan-
ya Trujillo of the Colorado River Com-
mission of California.

Some of the highlights of the pre-
sentations by the Regional Bureau of 
Reclamation include Mike Conner 
moving to be Deputy Secretary of Inte-
rior and Lowell Pimley taking the po-
sition of Commission of Reclamation. 
Reports of the drought in the South-
west were not good with New Mexico 
being the driest in 36 years. Snowpack 
in the Pacific Northwest has improved 
in the last couple of weeks and now 
stands at 103 percent of normal. The 
Republican River Compact happened 
70 years ago.  Kansas has sued Ne-
braska for using too much water.  Ne-
braska missed by 10,000 acre feet owed 
to Kansas and will have to make up the 
shortfall this year.

The D.C. Panel highlights were: 
legislation has been introduced (3 bills) 
regarding storage. Storage was hot top-
ic of conversation at the Conference.  

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
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        Natural Resources Report
Family Farm Alliance meeting 
focuses on issues of Western U.S.  

By Alice Parker
Washington

Nation’s Capitol honors ‘Father of the Green Revolution’
A new statue has been unveiled to represent the state of Iowa in the U.S. Capitol’s National Statuary Hall Collection. 

Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, known as the “Father of the Green Evolution” stands amid a cluster of wheat, the crop that catapulted him 
to notariaty when he used his life’s work to increase food production and wage war against world hunger. 

Borlaug is the only American awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, the Congressional Gold Medal, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
and the National Medal of Science, thanks in part to his creation of the so-called “miracle wheat,” which is recognized world-wide 
for saving billions of people from starvation. 

Rep. Frank Lucas, Chairman of the House Ag Committee offered a statement regarding the Capitol’s new addition, “It is fitting that 
we honor our nation’s great agricultural pioneer on National Ag Day. Dr. Borlaug’s groundbreaking work to advance agricultural 
production and his steadfast support of new technologies have saved billions from hunger and ultimately laid the foundation for 
the way of life we enjoy today.  I hope when visitors see his statue in the U.S. Capitol, they will be reminded of how far we have 
come in agricultural production and how important it is that we continue agricultural research and innovation for the security of 
our food supply.”

Natural Resources: Continued on page 9



      

 
         

A new poll has found that Americans 
believe finding a plan to deal with the na-
tion’s illegal immigrants is just as impor-
tant as halting the flow of new undocu-
mented residents, marking a significant 
shift from past trends when people were 
consistently more concerned with border  
security. 

According to a Gallup Poll conduct-
ed in February, 44 percent of adults say it 
is “extremely important” for the U.S. to 
come up with a plan for the large num-
ber of illegal immigrants already living in 
the U.S. In comparison, 43 percent of the 
1,023 people surveyed say the priority is 
halting the flow of illegal immigrants into 
the country by tightening border security. 
Republicans have said that the prospects 
for immigration reform during Obama’s 
presidency are looking increasingly un-
likely.

The Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) is contracted to purchase 
704,390,250 rounds of ammunition over 
the next four years, which is equal to a to-
tal of about 2,500 rounds per DHS agent 
per year. If they were used by 70,000 
DHS agents and officers, it would be 
roughly 2,500 rounds per agent per year 
at a cost of $285,356,645.  

As of October, 2013, the DHS had a 
total amount of 159 million ammunition 
rounds on hand in inventory, which when 
divided by the estimated number of DHS 
officers of 70,000, comes to about 2,271 
rounds per agent. 

In 2013, 900 rounds were bought per 
agent or officer at DHS and 1,200 rounds 
were bought per agent or officer at the 
Department of Justice (DOJ).  

New Border Patrol agents each use 
approximately 3,300 rounds during train-
ing and qualification, compared with ex-

perienced officers who might use about 
600 rounds. DHS provided data on the 
amount of ammunition typically used 
by a new law enforcement hire, which 
ranged from 2,000 to 5,000 rounds.

There have been some new addi-
tions to the White House recently: Arif 
Alikhan--Assistant Secretary for Policy 
Development for DHS; Mohammed 
Elibiary--Homeland Security Adviser; 
Rashad Hussain--Special Envoy to the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC); Salam al-Marayati--Obama Ad-
viser and Founder of the Muslim Public 
Affairs Council and current executive di-
rector; Imam Mohamed Magid--Obama’s 
Sharia Czar from The Islamic Society of 
North America and Eboo Patel--Adviso-
ry Council on Faith-Based Neighborhood 
Partnerships. 

The proposal by the administration 
to scan license plates of all drivers in se-
lected cities in an effort to locate illegal 
immigrants is not exactly legal, Judge 
Andrew Napolitano claimed in February. 
The system under the DHS would go into 
a national database. DHS said this was to 
help locate fugitive illegal immigrants.

A commercial enterprise would take 
the photographs and store them in a da-
tabase but the government would have 

complete electronic access to all the in-
formation in the servers of the private 
company. This is a proposal, not enacted 
by the Congress, but one that snuck into a 
budget. A new federal police department 
within DHS would oversee the program.

Napolitano said the proposed pro-
gram would further destroy our freedoms 
and the erosion of rights would create a 
world where children will never know 
what privacy was. 

A while back there was a contro-
versy over a program launched by a few 
North Dakota law enforcement agencies 
that equipped squad cars with automatic 
license plate scanners. Agents would 
scan any license plates they saw with the 
idea that they could alert the officer in 
the car of an issue such as if the vehicle 
had been stolen. But the scanners create 
a record of the plates, documenting the 
time and place they were scanned, creat-
ing a database that reveals a lot about the 
movements of private citizens. 

Elsewhere scanners are used as part 
of a public surveillance system.In North 
Dakota the scan data is a public record 
and enforcement agencies only keep the 
data for a limited time. But how long is 
that really going to last? Now the federal 
government wants to get involved, too.
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Poll shows Americans want to see 
management of illegal immigrants
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        Homeland Security Report

By Marlene Kouba
North Dakota

Panel discussed the ESA and how it needs to be changed. Steve Jester remarked 
you “Can’t Have Conservation without Conversation.”  Steve Moyer said the ESA 
needs to work better.  Gary Sawyers commented that the ESA is broken and needs 
to be fixed. There needs to be discussions on the following ideas: 1)There is no 
provision for balancing all factors. 2) There should be a focus on species. 3) Are 
there species that will become extinct? 4) Should we allow habitat development? 
5) How should we pay the costs? 6) All factors that affect the species should be 
taken into consideration. 7) There should be a focus on prevention. 8) There 
should be no surprises.

The most valuable take-aways of the conference were the one-on-one discus-
sions with attendees and the exchange of ideas and concerns. Talking and visiting 
with others about what is happening in their areas gives a broad perception of the 
overall issues that are affecting the viability of agriculture nationwide. 
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U.S. officials announced plans on 
March 14, 2014 to give up federal gov-
ernment control over the administra-
tion of the Internet, a move that pleased 
international critics but alarmed some 
business leaders and others who rely 
on the smooth functioning of the web. 

Pressure to let go of the U.S. au-
thority over the system of web ad-
dresses and domain names that orga-
nize the Internet has been building for 
more than a decade and was hastened 
by the backlash last year of revelations 
from the National Security Agency 
(NSA) surveillance. 

The change would end the con-
tract between the Commerce Depart-
ment and the Internet Corporation 
for Assigned Names and Numbers 
(ICANN), a California-based non-
profit group. That contact is set to ex-

pire next year but could be extended if 
the transition plan is not in place.

“We look forward to ICANN con-
vening stakeholders across the global 
Internet community to craft an ap-
propriate transition plan,” Lawrence 
Strickling, Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Infor-
mation, said in a statement. 

The announcement set off a pas-
sionate response, with some groups  
embracing the change and others 
blasting it. In a statement, Senate 
Commerce Committee Chairman 
John Rockefeller IV (D-WV) called 
the move “consistent with other efforts 
the U.S. and our allies are making to 
promote a free and open Internet, and 
to preserve the advance the current 
multi-stakeholder model of global In-
ternet governance.” 

Former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-GA) tweeted, “What is 
the global internet community that 
Obama wants to turn the internet over 
to?  This risks foreign dictatorships de-
fining the Internet.”  

The consequences of the decision 
are harder to determine, especially 
with the details of the transition not yet 
clear.  Politically, the move could quiet 
rising global concerns that the United 
States essentially controls the web and 
takes advantage of its oversight role to 
help spy on the rest of the world. 

U.S. officials set several conditions 
and a timeline for the transition from 
federal government authority, say-
ing that a new oversight system must 
be developed and win the trust of the 
stakeholders around the world.  

An international meeting to dis-
cuss the future of the Internet is sched-
uled to start soon in Singapore. The 
move’s critics called the decision lusty 

and politically tinged, while voicing 
doubts about the fitness of ICANN to 
operate without U.S. oversight and be-
yond the bounds of U.S. law. 

“This is a purely political bone 
that the U.S. is throwing,” said Garth 
Bruen, a security fellow at the Digital 
Citizens Alliance, a Washington-based 
advocacy group that combats online 
crime.  “ICANN has made a lot of mis-
takes and ICANN has not really been a 
good steward.” 

Business groups and some others 
have long complained that ICANN’s 
decision making was dominated by 
the interests of the industry that sells 
domain names and whose fees provide 
the vast majority of ICANN’s revenue.  

The U.S. government contract was 
a modest check against such abuses, 
critics said. “It’s inconceivable that 
ICANN can be accountable to the 
whole world. That’s the equivalent 
of being accountable to no one,” said 
Steve DelBlanco, executive director of 
NetChoice, a trade group representing 
major Internet commerce businesses. 

U.S. officials said their decision 
had nothing to do with the NSA spy-
ing revelations and the worldwide 
controversy they sparked, saying there 
had been plans since ICANN’s cre-
ation in 1998 to eventually migrate it 
to international control. 

“The timing is now right to start 
this transition both because ICANN as 
an organization has matured and in-
ternational support continues to grow 
for the multi-stakeholder model of In-
ternet governance,” Strickling said in a 
statement. 

Although ICANN is based in 
Southern California, governments 
worldwide have a say in the group’s de-
cisions through an oversight body. 

U.S. to give up control 
of Internet administration
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Free Beef Quality Assurance Train-
ing Offered Until April 15

From now until April 15, free on-
line Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
training is available at www.BIVI-
BQA.com.

The BQA program was created to 
help producers gain consumer con-
fidence through documented train-
ing outlining their training in animal 
welfare practices. From implement-
ing the correct vaccination methods 
to preparing your cattle for the next 
step in the industry chain, BQA has 
it covered (Drovers CattleNetwork).

Sustainable Beef Defined

According to the Meatingplace.
com, the Global Roundtable for Sus-
tainable Beef (GRSB) has issued a 
document for public comment de-
fining the principles and criteria that 
constitute sustainable beef. 

 The Roundtable defines sustain-
able beef as a socially responsible, 
environmentally sound and eco-
nomically viable product that priori-
tizes the planet, people, animals and 
continuous progress, according to 
Roundtable president Cameron Bru-
ett.

The Roundtable has defined five 
sustainable beef principles. Those 
principles are Natural Resources, 
People and Community, Animal 
Health and Welfare, Food, and Effi-

ciency and Innovation. GRSB doesn’t 
intend to set standards or create a 
certification program but a common 
baseline understanding of sustain-
able beef that national roundtables 
and other initiatives can use. The next 
steps include developing regional-
specific indicators (NAFB news Ser-
vice).

AgChat Conference To Be Held in 
Austin, TX in August

The AgChat Foundation’s 2014 
Cultivate & Connect Conference will 
be held at the Radisson Hotel & Suites 
in beautiful downtown Austin, Texas, 
August 21-22, 2014. For the first time, 
the annual conference will include an 
open registration process which does 
not require participants to complete 
an application and receive an invita-
tion to attend. Additionally, there will 
be no limit on the number of alumni 
attendees nor a limit on non-farmers 
and non-ranchers. It will be the best 
and biggest AgChat conference to 
date!

Who can attend? Cultivate & 
Connect is open to all farmers, ranch-
ers, growers, agribusiness people and 
agriculture educators from all walks 
of agriculture. Large, small, organic, 
conventional, urban, hobby, you are 
all invited to attend.

Why should you attend?
•	 Expansive networking with 

and in the AgChat commu-
nity

•	 Connect with leading ex-
perts and peers

•	 Learn and share innovative 
and cutting-edge ideas

•	 The best of the best in ag 
speakers

•	 Cultivate & Connect brings 
together the latest in tech-
nology and the farmers and 
ranchers who use it

•	 An experience you will never 
forget

For more information visit www.
agchat.org (www.agchat.org). 

         Beef Report

By Whitney Klasna
Montana

AgChat Cultivate & Connect 
conference slated for Austin, TX 
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WIFE Updates

Meet the Editor
Although you have seen my name and contact information printed on every WIFEline 
issue since last fall, I have not had the opportunity to properly introduce myself--until 
now. My name is Mariah Shammel and I live outside of Hilger, a small community in 
Central Montana where my husband and I ranch with my parents-in-law. In a land 
where cattle, hay and grain reign supreme, our fourth-generation ranch (with the trac-
tor-obsessed fifth generation eagerly waiting in the wings) fits right in with its Angus/
Charolais cow-calf operation and fields of wheat, barley and alfalfa.

While I used to spend my days chasing cows and driving harvest truck, these days 
I find myself negotiating nap time with our two-year old son, playing “Peek-a-boo” with our five-month old daughter and 
making sure my husband rolls out of bed in time for all of his middle-of-the-night calving checks. In my spare time I write, 
blog and do editorial work for various ag publications through my business, Paisley Prairies Communications.

I have enjoyed being a part of the WIFEline thus far and look forward to working with all of you in the months to come. I 
welcome all questions, comments and suggestions as I consider the WIFEline (as I do everything I’m involved in) an ever-
changing work in progress. I look forward to reading the WIFEline each month; learning more about National WIFE and 
what it’s up to...and hope you do, too! If you have any ideas or 
input that would make your reading experience more enjoyable, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me at any time.
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