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Message from the President
2017	 is	 here	 and	 I	 am	 truly	 honored	 to	 be	 the	 new	 president	 for	 Women	 Involved	 in	 Farm	
Economics.	Several	people	ask	me	about	WIFE	and	how	I	became	involved.		I	want	to	share	my	WIFE	
story	with	 you.	 In	 2012,	 I	 was	 invited	 to	 speak	 at	 the	 Colorado	WIFE	 ConvenCon	 about	 the	 local	
produce	business	that	my	boyfriend	(now	husband!),	his	twin	brother	and	I	started.	 	We	started	a	
Community	 Supported	 Ag	 (CSA)	 garden	 and	 delivered	 fresh	 produce	 to	 shareholders	 in	 rural	
southeastern	Colorado	that	purchased	a	“share”	in	the	garden.		I	love	gardening,	plants,	flowers	and	
working	 in	 the	 dirt.	 	 Growing	 up	 on	 our	working	 cow/calf	 ranch,	we	 always	 had	 a	 big	 garden	 to	
provide	for	our	big	family.	 	 I	was	passionate	about	our	new	business	and	was	excited	to	share	our	
success	with	the	WIFE	ladies.		I	aOended	the	meeCng	with	my	mom	and	was	warmly	welcomed	by	all	
the	WIFE	members	in	aOendance	and	quickly	noCced	they	were	all	wearing	red.		During	the	meeCng,	
the	 business	 discussed	 was	 real	 issues	 affecCng	 rural	 Colorado	 and	 included	 new	 policies	 to	 be	
presented	at	the	naConal	convenCon.	 	When	it	came	Cme	for	elecCons,	the	women	volunteered	to	
do	different	offices	and	everyone	parCcipated.	 	 I	 sat	quietly	and	witnessed	 these	women	working	
together	and	their	willingness	to	step	forward	to	fill	a	role	 in	the	organizaCon.	 	Each	member	was	
excited	to	discuss	what	was	happening	on	their	farms	and	ranches	with	their	crop	condiCons,	market	
prices,	etc.	and	some	presented	wriOen	reports	where	they	researched	current	issues.	 	This	was	all	
new	to	me	and	I	truly	enjoyed	learning	about	all	the	different	commodiCes	and	topics.		This	women’s	
group	was	different	and	they	shared	a	passion	that	beats	strong	in	my	soul	too.		That	is	a	passion	for	
agriculture.		When	asked	if	I	would	become	a	member,	I	said,	“Yes!”	and	the	rest	is	history.		

In	2013,	 the	Colorado	WIFE	associaCon	hosted	 the	naConal	 convenCon	and	 the	 following	spring,	 I	
aOended	 the	 NaConal	WIFE	 LegislaCve	 Seminar	 in	Washington	 DC	 with	 Colorado	WIFE	 President	
Cathy	Scherler.	 	Cathy	is	the	type	of	person	you	could	be	around	every	day	and	never	get	Cred	of.		
She	is	a	natural	 leader	that	has	a	spunky,	hard-working,	fun	and	energeCc	personality.	 	Cathy	took	
me	under	her	wing	and	taught	me	everything	I	know	about	WIFE	and	lot	about	life	too.	 	In	2014,	I	
helped	 organize	 the	 naConal	 convenCon	 in	 Phoenix	 and	 was	 asked	 to	 take	 on	 the	 posiCon	 as	
NaConal	 WIFE	 Finance	 Chair.	 	 I	 enjoyed	 working	 with	 Ruth	 Laribee	 and	 Linda	 Newman	 on	 the	
finances	and	learned	about	the	organizaCon	from	a	numbers	stand	point.	 	I	 love	numbers	and	was	
blessed	with	a	mind	for	accounCng.	 	Through	this	Cme,	I	got	married	in	2013	to	my	best	friend	and	
was	blessed	with	a	beauCful	 liOle	girl	 in	2015.	 	 In	2016,	 I	aOended	the	annual	Washington	DC	trip	
and	was	honored	to	visit	with	all	the	corporate	sponsors	of	WIFE.	 	We	had	the	opportunity	to	meet	
with	Krysta	Harden	from	DuPont	and	this	was	a	pivotal	moment	in	my	life.	 	Have	you	had	moments	
in	your	life	when	you	know	why	you	are	in	a	certain	place	and	Cme?		I	like	to	call	it	a	“God	moment.”			
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WIFE 2017
Commodity & Topic Chairs

  Beef 
  Jennifer Jones, NE

  Dairy
  Chris Anken, NY

  All Grains
  Phyllis Hoskin, MT

  Energy
  Belinda Pierce Groner, CO

  Homeland Security
  Marlene Kouba, ND

  Natural Resources/Private 
  Property/Water/Endangered Species
  Jillane Hixson, CO

  Rural Life
  Mary Ann Unruh, ND

  Sugar
  Klodette Stroh, WY

  Trade
  Ruth Laribee, NY

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gay	Holliday	has	passed	away.		Gay	was	the	Charter	President	of	Montana	WIFE	and	definitely	was	a	force	in	WIFE,	especially	
on	LegislaCve	trips	to	DC.		Her	obituary	is	available	online	at:
hOp://m.wierfuneralhome.com/obituaries/events?obituaryId=1309432

Former	WIFE	Member	Ella	Carraway	passed	away	January	16th,	2017.		Ella	was	an	Area	Director	in	WIFE	several	Cmes	and	also	
served	as	a	C/T	Chairman	for	Peanuts.		She	and	her	husband	farmed	in	Louisville,	Alabama.	 	They	were	sCll	farming	and	Mary	
Ann	 Sheppard	 said	 that	 she	was	 calling	 Ella	 for	 a	WIFE	meeCng	when	 she	 found	out.		 Ella	 and	Charles	 supported	WIFE	 and	
aOended	many	NaConal	WIFE	ConvenCons.		Cards	may	be	sent	to:	

Charles	Caraway
65		Caraway	Lane

Louisville,	AL		36048	
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Ms.	Harden	possesses	a	level	of	professionalism,	class	and	oozes	inspiraCon	in	each	word	to	
the	 point	 that	 you	 are	 capCvated	 by	 each	 statement	 she	makes.	We	 briefly	 spoke	 to	 her	
about	what	WIFE	was	working	on	and	she	shared	encouragement	that	touched	home	to	me	
and	 gave	me	 a	 new	 perspecCve	 on	my	 role	 as	 a	 farmer’s	 wife,	 rancher’s	 daughter,	mom,	
sister,	aunt	and	friend.	 	She	encouraged	us	to	be	empowered	by	our	roles	on	our	respecCve	
farms	and	 ranches	and	 that	our	 farms/ranches	wouldn’t	 survive	without	 the	hard	work	we	
provide	along	with	our	husbands.	 	Ms.	Harden	shared	how	important	it	is	for	us	to	share	our	
stories	and	to	stand	up	for	our	way	of	life.	 	She	encouraged	us	to	be	proud	of	what	we	do.	 	I	
was	 so	 overwhelmed	 by	 her	 encouragement	 I	 began	 to	 cry	 (so	 embarrassing!).	 	 I	 was	 so	
moved	 by	 her	words	 that	 it	 has	 become	 a	 part	 of	who	 I	 am	 and	 I	 olen	 refer	 back	 to	 her	
encouragement	in	my	daily	 life.	 	 I	consider	Ms.	Harden	a	role	model	and	hope	to	share	her	
wisdom	through	my	role	as	president	this	year	and	hope	to	inspire	you	to	stand	up	for	your	
passion	in	agriculture.		

The	Tuesday	aler	I	was	elected	president,	I	received	the	following	scripture	in	my	daily	
devoConal,	“Be	strong	and	courageous.	Do	not	be	afraid;	do	not	be	discouraged,	for	the	LORD	
your	God	will	be	with	you	wherever	you	go.”	Joshua	1:9b	(NIV)	With	this	scripture	as	the	light	
to	my	path,	I	hope	my	WIFE	story	and	this	scripture	encourages	you	to	make	a	difference	for	
agriculture	this	year	and	to	not	let	fear	hold	you	back.		We	must	stay	acCve	in	our	local	
communiCes	and	stay	up-to-date	on	issues	affecCng	agriculture	at	the	local,	state	and	
naConal	levels.		Elected	officials	like	to	hear	from	us,	as	we	are	the	ones	that	work	each	day	
on	the	land	to	provide	food	for	our	families	and	world.		Earlier	this	month,	I	tesCfied	(for	the	
first	Cme!)	at	the	Colorado	State	Capitol	to	support	two	bills	for	private	property	rights	on	
behalf	of	WIFE.		Remember	that	silence	speaks	and	it	is	our	duty	to	speak	up	for	agriculture!

I	aOended	the	Colorado	Fruit	&	Vegetable	Growers	AssociaCon	(CFVGA)	annual	meeCng	last	
week	with	my	husband.		In	the	opening	remarks	by	the	CFVGA	President,	Robert	Sakata,	he	
stated	each	producer	needs	to	educate	4,000+	individuals	each	year	to	eliminate	the	
educaCon	gap	between	consumers	and	producers	about	the	food	we	eat	and	where	it	comes	
from.		4,000+	individuals	each	year!		

With	the	current	economic	crisis	for	farmers	and	ranchers	and	the	growing	educaConal	gap	
between	consumers	and	producers,	WIFE	needs	your	support	to	make	a	difference	for	
agriculture.		Whether	you	only	have	Cme	to	make	a	difference	at	the	local	and	state	level	or	
can	parCcipate	at	the	naConal	level	for	WIFE,	this	is	the	year	to	be	acCve!		It’s	Cme	to	get	to	
work	and	Cme	to	make	a	difference!		Please	read	the	reports	included	in	this	newsleOer	as	
well	as	all	the	updates	on	what	WIFE	is	doing.		Please	contact	me	any	Cme	to	talk	about	
issues	and	what	WIFE	can	do.		I	would	love	to	hear	from	you!		May	God	bless	you	and	each	of	
your	families.

*******NEWS FLASH*******

 
WIFE Weekly News Brief emails 

coming soon from 
wifenewsbrief2@gmail.com

Please watch your email inbox, 
junk and spam folders!!
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1)      Why	should	farmers/ranchers	complete	the	surveys	when	the	same	data	is	collected	by	local	FSA/NRCS	offices?
-          This	is	one	of	the	most	common	quesCons	we	get	asked	at	NASS.	First,	the	Cming	of	the	data	reported	to	FSA	is	aler	several	of	the	reference	
dates	for	our	surveys	and	reports.	For	example,	we	are	required	to	publish	the	Acreage	Report	on	the	last	working	day	of	June.	Data	collecCon	begins	
on	this	survey	about	the	last	week	of	May	and	conCnues	unCl	about	June	15.	ReporCng	corn	and	soybean	planCngs	to	FSA	is	not	required	unCl	July	15	
in	most	years	and	states	and	August	15	in	some	late-planCng	years.
-          Secondly,	even	though	the	reporCng	date	is	July	15,	not	all	farmers	are	able	to	report	by	that	date	nor	can	FSA	summarize	the	state-level	data	
immediately.	Some	farmers	may	have	changed	operaCng	arrangements	and	that	takes	Cme	to	process	or	FSA	may	not	have	enough	staff	to	get	to	all	
counCes	immediately.	The	FSA	state	totals	stabilize	about	October	1	each	year.
-          Third,	the	data	reported	to	FSA	is	olen	for	many	different	smaller	parcels	that	a	farmer	may	have	obtained	over	a	period	of	Cme	or	from	
different	rental	agreements.	NASS	asks	for	one	total	for	everything	a	farmer	operates.	That	way	we	are	sure	we	are	aggregaCng	all	of	those	smaller	
parcels	properly.	In	operaCng	arrangements	with	several	family	members,	making	sure	the	parcels	are	allocated	to	each	farmer	properly	can	get	very	
complicated.
-          The	fourth	reason	we	cannot	“just	use	FSA	data”	is	because	not	all	data	NASS	asks	is	reported	to	FSA.	Farmers	do	not	report	yields,	on-farm	
stocks	of	grain,	livestock	numbers,	fruit	producCon,	numbers	of	workers	and	wages	paid,	and	other	things	items	we	ask	on	our	surveys	to	FSA.
-          Filh,	not	all	farmers	report	to	FSA.	Some	livestock	ranchers,	who	are	not	covered	by	any	farm	programs,	do	not	report	nor	do	others	for	
religious	reasons	or	maybe	because	they	are	just	“small	farmers”	and	do	not	want	to	bother	with	reporCng.	NASS	is	required	to	set	esCmates	for	all	
farms…big	and	small,	crops	and	livestock,	fruits	and	vegetables,	east	and	west,	etc.	Because	not	all	farmers	are	covered	by	a	program,	they	do	not	
report	to	FSA	and	we	have	to	have	another	way	to	include	them	in	our	esCmates.
-          Lastly,	the	Farm	Bill	changes	and	someCmes	there	are	programs	that	require	reporCng	and	someCmes	there	are	not.	If	we	only	rely	on	FSA	
data,	then	we	cannot	publish	esCmates	in	the	years	there	are	not	reasons	for	farmers	to	report,	like	the	1996	Farm	Bill.	We	have	some	of	these	same	
issues	with	NRCS	data.	One	of	NASS’	basic	funcCons	is	to	serve	as	an	unbiased	and	independent	esCmate	of	all	crops	and	livestock	produced	in	the	US.	
To	maintain	this	independence	and	to	include	everyone,	we	have	to	be	careful	in	using	only	one	source	of	data.
	2)      Does	NASS	have	access	to	the	FSA/NRCS	data?
-          Yes,	NASS	does	have	access	to	FSA	and	NRCS	data.	We	have	standing	Memorandums	of	Understanding	with	each	agency	that	allows	us	to	work	
together	as	closely	as	possible.	It	is	important	to	note	though,	that	no	other	agency	has	access	to	NASS	data.	We	get	data	from	both	FSA	and	NRCS	one	
way	only.	We	can	see	their	data,	but	they	cannot	see	NASS	data.	This	is	due	to	the	very	strict	and	strong	data	confidenCality	laws	NASS	operates	
under.	No	person,	organizaCon,	or	public	or	private	enCty,	including	other	federal	agencies,	can	access	individual	NASS	data.	The	US	Supreme	Court	
has	ruled	in	NASS’	favor	in	every	single	case	where	somebody	was	trying	to	gain	access	to	NASS	data.	These	very	strong	laws	are	only	available	to	
protect	federal	staCsCcal	agencies	and	are	the	strongest	laws	in	the	US.
-          Each	year,	NASS	can	access	the	FSA	database	for	the	last	three	years	of	data	reported	beginning	about	May	25,	just	in	Cme	for	the	June	survey	

period.	If	a	farmer	has	reported	the	current	year	acres	and	the	FSA	office	has	had	Cme	to	process	everything,	we	can	see	what	they	
have	reported.	But	again,	not	all	data	is	reported	that	we	may	need	like	grain	stocks	or	livestock.

-          We	also	work	with	FSA	to	get	annual	summarized	state	and	county	totals	for	all	planted	field	crops	and	their	totals	for	grain	under	loan	or	in	
CCC	stocks.	These	totals	serve	as	minimum	amount	of	crop	planted	or	stored	on	farms	that	we	use	in	addiCon	to	NASS	survey	data	
and	satellite	data	to	set	the	most	precise	naConal,	state,	or	county	number	possible.	FSA	and	crop	insurance	companies	then	use	
the	published	county	total	in	the	calculaCons	for	program	and	insurance	payments.

-          NRCS	will	mostly	share	the	names	and	addresses	of	people	who	may	use	their	programs.
	3)      Does	NASS	share	their	collected	data	with	third	parCes?		Other	government	agencies?
-          This	is	an	easy	quesCon	to	answer.	Nobody	sees	individual	data	reported	to	NASS.	Nobody.	Like	I	menConed	above,	not	even	FSA	or	NRCS	can	
see	an	individual’s	data	reported	to	NASS.	We	have	publicaCon	rules	for	every	published	esCmate	where	we	must	have	at	least	3	reports	and	no	one	
person	can	have	a	majority	of	the	esCmate.	We	spend	a	lot	of	Cme	making	sure	we	do	not	disclose	any	individual	informaCon	or	that	any	individual	
can	be	idenCfied	by	the	naConal,	state,	or	county	esCmate	we	publish.	Each	year	every	single	employee	signs	a	confidenCality	agreement	lisCng	nine	
different	laws	we	must	abide	by	when	handling	NASS	data.	There	are	also	many	different	ethical	rules	every	NASS	employee	must	follow.	For	example,	
when	I	speak	to	groups	like	WIFE,	I	am	not	allowed	to	ask	if	somebody	reports	on	our	surveys	because	I	would	be	publicly	disclosng	somebody’s	
personal	informaCon.	I	can	only	say	“Thank	you	to	everyone	who	reports.”
-          We	do	allow	a	very	few	properly	veOed	organizaCons	to	review	some	data	in	a	“data	lab”	seung.	However,	that	organizaCon	must	first	go	
through	a	training	and	instrucCon	period,	must	idenCfy	their	goals	and	reasons	for	seeing	the	data,	and	they	must	sign	the	same	confidenCality	
agreements	NASS	employees	sign.	NASS	will	then	strip	the	data	of	all	idenCfying	informaCon	such	names	and	addresses,	will	provide	an	iniCal	review	
of	the	data	to	see	if	the	goals	stated	by	the	organizaCon	are	possible,	and	will	set	up	a	limited	access	computer	for	the	organizaCon	to	use	under	
controlled	condiCons.	When	the	organizaCon	is	ready	to	publish	something,	NASS	reviews	their	analysis	for	staCsCcal	rigor	and	to	make	sure	no	one	
operaCon	can	be	idenCfied	from	the	published	results.	Very	few	data	lab	agreements	are	signed	and	the	vast	majority	allow	land-grant	university	staff	
and/or	USDA	staff	to	further	research	Census	of	Agriculture	or	the	ARMS	survey.	All	reports	published	must	be	for	the	good	of	the	agricultural	
industry,	follow	all	staCsCcal	rigor	and	defensibility	rules,	and	be	made	available	for	all	of	the	public	to	use.																	CONTINUED	on	next	page———
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NATIONAL	CONVENTION	FOLLOW	UP:
Rhonda	Brandt,	NASS	State	Sta<s<cian	in	Wyoming	who	presented	at	the	40th	annual	WIFE	Conven<on	
in	Sidney	NE,	with	her	answers	about	NASS	and	the	survey	process	that	WIFE	members	sent	to	her	for	
clarifica<on.



3)	CONTD-          For	example,	the	main	economic	survey	for	USDA,	called	the	Agricultural	Resource	Management	Survey	(ARMS),	is	conducted	each	
year	in	coordinaCon	with	USDA’s	Economic	Research	Service	(ERS).	ERS	has	input	on	the	quesCons	asked	for	the	survey	then	NASS	collects	the	data.	
When	data	collecCon	is	finished,	NASS	will	strip	all	idenCfying	informaCon	and	review	the	data	to	make	sure	there	are	enough	reports	before	ERS	is	
allowed	to	see	the	data.	Then,	ERS	can	do	their	analysis.	But,	they	must	let	NASS	review	any	reports	prior	to	publicaCon.	The	ERS	employees	who	are	
allowed	to	see	the	stripped	data	are	subject	to	all	of	the	same	laws	and	regulaCons	as	NASS	employees.
-          There	is	one	instance	where	a	published	esCmate	may	disclose	an	individual.	In	some	cases	when	one	person	has	a	majority	of	the	esCmate	or	
there	are	only	one	or	two	reports,	those	persons	may	sign	a	consent	form	allowing	NASS	to	publish	the	data	even	though	that	person	may	be	
idenCfied	by	the	published	number.	For	example,	if	there	was	one	person	growing	organic	bananas	in	Wyoming,	which	there	isn’t,	and	that	person	
wanted	to	have	an	organic	banana	producCon	number	published	for	Wyoming,	then	that	person	could	sign	a	consent	form	allowing	NASS	to	publish	
the	number.	Consent	forms	are	becoming	more	widely	used	as	there	are	fewer	and	fewer	farmers,	but	the	farmer	sCll	wants	published	data.
4)      What	is	the	data	collected	used	for	specifically?
-          Each	survey	has	its	own	purpose	but	they	all	generally	are	used	to	set	the	official	US	esCmate	at	the	NaCon,	State,	or	County	level	for	the	items	
of	interest.	NASS	publishes	over	500	reports	each	year	for	all	types	of	commodiCes.	The	NASS	mission	is	to	“publish	Cmely,	useful,	and	reliable	
staCsCcs	to	support	US	agriculture”.	We	measure	the	food	supply	grown	in	the	US.	Once	published,	the	data	is	used	by	many	people	ranging	from	the	
farmers	themselves	to	university	staff	to	railroad	companies	to	product	buyers	to	agribusinesses	to	state	and	federal	agencies	and	many	others.
-          For	example,	at	the	request	of	the	State	of	Wyoming,	NASS	asks	Wyoming	sheep	ranchers	extra	quesCons	on	the	January	Sheep	and	Goat	
survey	to	find	out	why	their	sheep	died	and	the	value	of	the	loss.	Aler	NASS	publishes	the	results,	the	State	of	Wyoming	uses	that	data	to	track	the	
type	of	predators	that	are	killing	sheep	and	how	much	those	predators	are	cosCng	the	industry.	The	State	of	Wyoming	then	directs	funds	toward	
stopping	those	predators,	requesCng	grants	based	on	the	economic	impact	the	survey	shows,	and	helping	the	sheep	industry.
-          On	a	personal	level,	I	used	NASS	data	to	help	my	aunt	seOle	my	Grandmother’s	finances	prior	to	entering	an	elder	care	facility.	The	land	was	
going	to	a	new	young	farmer,	but	the	FSA	Young	Farmer	loan	was	going	to	take	several	months	to	process.	I	helped	my	aunt	find	informaCon	to	
bridge	6-month	waiCng	period,	inlcuding	a	nonirrigated	cash	rent	value	for	the	summer	fallow,	a	yield	and	value	for	the	planted	winter	wheat,	a	
pasture	rent	value,	and	the	land	value	to	start	the	discussion	for	the	land	sale.	My	aunt	had	no	idea	of	what	to	value	anything	and	neither	did	the	
young	farmer.	Because	the	NASS	data	was	unbiased,	both	sides	accepted	the	values	as	the	best	numbers	available.	In	the	end,	my	Grandmother	had	
money	from	her	years	of	farming	and	the	young	farmer	was	able	to	start	his	farm	aler	six	months.
-          One	of	the	best	reasons	I	like	having	NASS	data	is	that	the	buyers	of	the	commodiCes	I	raise	look	at	the	numbers.	I	want	buyers	to	know	there	
is	hard	red	winter	wheat	and	millet	to	purchase	in	Colorado	where	our	farm	is	located.	In	2013	when	budget	cuts	forced	NASS	to	stop	publishing	
several	reports,	we	heard	from	several	buyers	of	the	different	commodiCes	that	were	cut.	In	parCcular,	we	received	a	call	from	a	very	large	naConal	
restaurant	chain	who	featured	a	cawish	special	on	Fridays.	They	called	and	asked	if	we	could	conCnue	publishing	cawish	numbers	because	if	they	did	
not	know	how	many	cawish	were	produced,	they	could	no	longer	have	the	Friday	cawish	special.	That	one	restaurant	alone	accounted	for	many	
millions	of	dollars	to	farmers	that	would	be	lost	without	a	cawish	report	because	the	restaurant	would	be	unsure	if	there	was	enough	cawish	for	a	
naCon-wide	campaign.	Our	reports	provide	certainty	and	certainty	allows	people	to	make	decisions.	Without	certainty,	people	become	tentaCve	and	
do	not	like	to	make	decisions.	The	cawish	farmers	were	really	upset	because	they	would	lose	business	if	there	was	no	report.	It	is	illegal	for	NASS	to	
solicit	business,	so	the	only	reply	we	could	give	both	the	cawish	growers	and	buyers	was	to	call	Congress.	Congress	found	money	for	the	cawish	report	
and	the	survey	conCnued.	And,	there	is	sCll	a	Friday	cawish	special	at	that	naCon-wide	restaurant.
	5)      Does	NASS	hire	outside	independent	businesses	to	help	collect	the	survey	data	via	phone	calls?
-          NASS	contracts	with	the	NaConal	AssociaCon	of	State	Departments	of	Agriculture	(NASDA)	for	both	telephone	and	personal	interview	staff	
called	“enumerators”.	NASDA	is	a	non-profit	organizaCon	made	up	of	the	Secretaries,	Directors,	and	Commissioners	of	Agriculture	from	all	50	states.	
NASS	works	closely	with	NASDA	to	make	sure	qualified	and	trained	staff	are	calling	farmers	and	ranchers	or	visit	them	in	person.	The	NASDA	
enumerators	must	pass	the	civil	service	test,	be	a	US	ciCzen,	and	not	have	any	felony	or	DUI	records.	Many	of	the	NASDA	field	enumerators	are	
farmers	themselves,	farm	spouses	or	children,	former	Extension,	FSA	or	NRCS	staff,	or	have	lived	and	worked	in	the	local	ag	community.	We	have	
telephone	calling	centers	in	St.	Louis,	MO,	Cheyenne,	WY,	Helena,	MT,	Oklahoma	City,	OK,	LiOle	Rock,	AR,	and	Louisville,	KY.	We	hire	no	other	outside	
staff.	The	enumerators	may	have	other	jobs,	but	they	must	be	hired	as	a	NASDA	enumerator	and	go	through	all	of	the	confidenCality,	security,	and	
survey	training	to	collect	data	for	us.
-          Every	enumerator	should	first	idenCfy	themselves	as	a	NASDA	enumerator	working	on	a	NASS	survey.	If	you	are	not	sure,	you	can	ask	the	
enumerator	to	provide	a	callback	number	to	the	calling	center	or	your	State	StaCsCcian.	We	send	out	either	a	leOer	leung	you	know	we	will	be	
contacCng	you	or	send	you	the	quesConnaire	itself	in	the	mail.	You	can	follow	along	with	your	paper	quesConnaire	with	the	enumerator	on	the	
telephone.	If	you	are	sCll	unsure,	you	can	request	somebody	come	to	visit	in	person.	That	person	will	have	a	photo	ID	and	a	quesConnaire	on	an	ipad	
or	paper.
-          If	you	are	sCll	unsure,	you	can	call	me	and	give	me	your	data.	I	am	Rhonda	Brandt,	Wyoming	State	StaCsCcian,	at	(307)	432-5600.
-          I	would	also	recommend	calling	your	State	StaCsCcian	if	you	have	a	data	request.	We	have	an	online	database	that	contains	all	of	our	
published	informaCon.	It	is	huge.	But,	someCmes	it	is	so	big	people	have	a	difficult	Cme	finding	the	informaCon	they	need.	Your	State	StaCsCcian	can	
help	you	find	the	data	you	need.	The	enumerators	should	always	ask	if	you	want	a	copy	of	the	results	of	the	survey.	With	budget	cuts,	we	are	prinCng	
fewer	and	fewer	paper	copies,	but	all	of	the	results	are	available	online.
	 WIFE Corporate Sponsors:

These sponsors financially supported Wife in 2016:
*National Association of Broadcasters  *American Sugarbeet Growers Assn

*U.S. Beet Sugar Assn   *Florida Sugar Cane League  *Monsanto           
*National Crop Insurance Services      *DuPont       *CropLife America



**AddiConal	Trade	Topics

**2017 is the year of increased global beef export increases 
according to Derrell Peel of Oklahoma State University 
Extension. The four leading countries in beef exports are (in 
order 1st to 4th) Brazil, India, Australia and the United States. 
They are predicted in 2017 to realize seventy percent of all 
beef exports. Out of the ten top countries Brazil and India are 
leading equally. The beef coming from India is carabeef (water 
buffalo).

**Chairman Pat Roberts, R- Kan, and ranking member Debbie 
Stabenow, D- Mich, announced that the first field hearing of 
the 115 Congress will focus on the 2018 Farm Bill in 
Manhattan, Kansas, on February 23rd. The hearing is titled 
“Hearing from the Heartland Perspectives” on the 2018 Farm 
Bill. (News/Ag Policy)

Ruth Laribee
Trade

     By now of course everyone knows that the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TTP) has been stopped with an executive order by 
President Trump. Many groups and organizations are expressing a 
positive attitude with the termination of the trade deal. That 
positive attitude seems to be carried through with the Presidents 
pick of former Georgia Governor Sunny Perdue to be the Secretary 
of Agriculture. He has a strong veterinarian background and 
according to articles he was a leader in his state with a dynamic 
agricultural economy resulting in the billions. A few of the groups 
that have applauded Secretary Perdue are The Consumers Union, 
with concerns of the organic label, the National Pork Producers 
Council declaring  to work with the administration and Congress 
repealing the new standards, the North American Meat Institute 
and National Chicken Council. Time will tell what his stance is on 
Country of Origin labeling, Rules of Origin, Brazilian Beef 
imports, Fair and Balanced Trade, Safety and quality standards in 
food products, Currency manipulation, and Labor standards for a 
start on a long list of  policy and procedures that affects our 
American producers and ranchers. Secretary of Agriculture Perdue 
will and probably already has a deluge of letters waiting for him.
     Canada, it is reported, was dismayed and says that the TPP 
can’t continue with out the United States, all though New Zealand 
and Australia have vowed to reclaim the pact. The twelve nations 
TPP were crafted so it could only “enter into force with the United 
States as the ratifying country”. President Trump has stated he is 
looking to bilateral pacts. Bilateral is involving two sides or parties 
to reciprocate which means to make a return for something done or 
given. It is much easier to deal with policies and procedures with 
two countries and maybe the partners would have fewer concerns 
to involve the World Trade Organization (WTO).
     Other countries such as China and Japan have made bilateral 
treaties and Canada is now suggesting they will start looking for a 
pact with Japan for exporting their beef.
     On September 22 the ban that China had put on most of the 
United States beef imports in 2003 was withdrawn. Working 
through the negotiations and conditions with the United States 
Department of Agriculture that will be relevant to U.S. beef 
entering the China market will take time.. Li Keqiang, China’s 
Premier stated, we also acknowledge the fact that the United States 
has very good beef and “why should we deny Chinese customers 
this choice”
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National WIFE Update
Letter Writing Campaign
Starting this month, WIFE members will be asked to write letters on a certain topic that 
WIFE has policy on to local, state and national elected and appointed officials to bring/
increase awareness on the issue. We will also be writing letters to bring awareness to 
the economic times on our farms and ranches.  To be successful, we need every 
member to participate!  A sample letter will be provided each month, to help with the 
letter writing.  

Cookbook    
We are excited to share that we will be putting together a cookbook as a fundraiser.  The 
cookbook will contain recipes, personal stories and pictures from members, as well as 
educational facts and information about agriculture.  Marlene Kouba from North Dakota 
and Jenifer Felzien from Colorado are the co-chairmen for the cookbook committee. 
Please read Marlene’s report on the cookbook in this issue.  

Pink Pumpkin Fundraiser
WIFE is proud to have a community awareness project and fundraiser combined into 
one!  Colorado WIFE member Carol Holsopple-Froese and her husband, Dave, created 
the pink pumpkin in their seed breeding business.  Read more about the pumpkins in 
this issue.

Quilt Fundraiser
This year we are trying something new with the quilt fundraiser.  Instead of members 
making blocks this year, Linda Newman has graciously offered to make a quilt!  Watch 
for more information about the tickets and pictures of the quilt soon.  The quilt fundraiser 
has been very successful each year and we appreciate all your support to make it 
happen!

Important DatesPlans are being made for the 2017 National WIFE Legislative Seminar 
to Washington DC during Ag Week this year, which is March 19 – 24, 2017.  It’s not too 
late to decide to attend!  This conference is so energizing and empowering and you will 
be amazed at how many people know about the “red coats”.  Please contact President 
Froese if you are interested in attending.

The National WIFE Spring Board of Directors meeting conference call is scheduled for 
June 6, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. MST.
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A	Northeast	sample	of	farmers	with	50-120	cows,	reported	
that			out	of	10	farmers	2	to	3	are	cash	flowing.			Three	year	
history	of	dairy	Northeast	dairy	prices	are;	2014--$25.00	per	
cwt.,		2015--$19.00	per	cwt.,	and	2016--$16.75	per	cwt.

In	September	mailbox	price	averaged	$17.10,	up	41	
cents	from	August:		that	price	was	27	cents	lower	than	
September	2015.		In	New	York	mailbox	price	was	16.82	in	
September	2016,	and	16.35	in	August	2016.		The	mailbox	
prices	reflect	the	actual	price	operators	received	for	their	
milk.		Mailbox	prices	are	reported	at	average	fat	tests	and	
rebounds	all	premiums,	as	well	as	markeCng	costs,	including	
hauling.		The	U.S.	average	price	is	weighed	average	and	does	
not	include	California.	

In	the	'70s	and	"80s	the	U.S.	milk	support	price	
offered	an	average	$13.50	mailbox	price	in	a	world	of	a	$6	
cost	of	producCon.		Some	countries	around	the	globe	sCll	
maintain	margins	certainty.		While	other	countries	tried	to	
abandoned	quotas	and	have	allowed	the	free	market	to	move	
the	price.		Agriculture	in	general	is	the	last	true	supply	and	
demand	market.

Wrestling	with	milk	cycles	has	taken	a	toll	on	farm	
numbers.		Advances	in	geneCcs,	cow	comfort,	organic	
producCon,	and	technology	of	all	kinds	have	changed	the	
dairy	landscape.		Dairy	farmers	need	to	be	good	money	
managers.	

Not	only	are	Americans	are	smiling	at	picture	Cme	
saying	cheese,	but	Americans	are	saying	"Cheese!"	more	than	
ever.		Data	released	from	USDA's	Economic	Research	Service	
revealed	showed		a	new	record	for	per	capita	cheese	
consumpCon	in	2015.		The	amount	of	cheese	consumed	has	
more	than	tripled	since	1970.		Cheese	intake	risen	to	35.33	
pounds	per	person	last	year.		Specific	varieCes	of	cheese	
broke	new	records	last	year.		Italian-type	cheeses	were	the	
most	olen	consumed	and	a	record	of	14.47	pounds	per	
person	in	2015.		American-type	cheese,	people	ate	a	record	
14.01	pounds	in	2015.		And	of	course	Cheddar	is	the	most	
popular	American-type	cheese	consumed,	reaching	10.16	
pounds	per	person	last	year.			Our	family's	favorite	cheese	is	
sharp	cheddar.		One	of	my	husband's	favorite	dishes	is	Classic	
Macaroni	and	Cheese.		Other	American-type	cheeses,	
including	washed	and	sCrred	curd,	Monterey	Jack,	and	Colby,	
totaled	a	record	3.86	pounds	in	2015.			Meanwhile,	Mozzarella	
consumpCon	has	climbed	to	a	record	11.27	pounds	per	
person.		My	grandsons	love	the	mozzarella	sCcks	to	snack	on.

					
	

Sales	of	drinkable	yogurt	is	another	growing	dairy	product	that	
has	taken	off.		People	have	been	making	yogurt	and	other	
cultured	dairy	products	for	thousands	of	years.	And	Yogurt	is	
good	for	you	because	they	contain	probioCcs,	someCmes	
referred	to	as	"good"		or	"friendly"	bacteria.		NaConal	InsCtutes	
of	Health,		encouraging	evidence	that	probioCcs	can	boost	your	
immune	system	and	also	help	protect	you	against	cancer	and	
high	cholesterol.

In	New	York,	American's	number	1	Greek	Yogurt	
(Chobani)	was	started	in	2005	aler	purchasing	a	closed	yogurt	
plant.		Hamdi	Ulukaya	began	the	Chobani	dream,	aler	moving	
to	New	York	from	his	naCve	country	of	Turkey.
Spoonable	yogurt	sales	valued	at	$8.3	billion,	are	expected	to	hit	
$10	billion	in	the	next	five	years.		My	favorite	yogurt	is	
Stonyfield	Organic,	I	love	it.

Drinkable	 yogurt	 sales	 have	 grown	 62	 percent	 in	 the	
past	five	years.		Drinkable	yogurt	reached	a	value	of	$893	million	
in	2016	and	marked	the	second	consecuCve	year	of	double-digit	
growth.

Dairy	 is	 an	 essenCal	 part	 of	 many	 people's	 nutriCon	
throughout	 the	 world,	 and	 the	 number	 of	 people	 seeking	 out	
dairy	 is	 growing.	 	 By	 the	 year	 2022,	we	will	 have	 another	 530	
million	 mouths	 to	 feed	 around	 the	 world.	 	 7	 million	 more	
mouths	 to	 feed	 per	month	 for	 the	 next	 six	 years.	 	 In	 order	 to	
feed	 everyone,	 the	 global	 dairy	 industry	 will	 need	 to	 grow	
today's	milk	 supply	by	15	percent.	 	With	GDP	 (	gross	domesCc	
product)	 	 per	 capita	 expected	 to	 climb	 through	 2022,	 more	
people	 will	 have	 more	 disposable	 income	 to	 spend	 on	 food,	
which	will	be	a	good	thing.	 	Dairy	 is	a	preferred	food	 item	in	a	
number	of	formats,	from	indulgent	to	looking	for	core	nutriCon.			
By	 2022,	 the	 average	 human	 will	 consume	 an	 addiConal	 18	
pounds	liquid	milk	equivalent	(LME)	annually,	bringing	the	global	
average	of	dairy	consumpCon	up	to	240	pounds	per	person	per	
year.	 	The	world	will	need	an	addiConal	262	billion	pounds	LME	
of	 milk	 by	 2022,	 with	 more	 mouths	 to	 feed	 and	 the	 average	
person	consuming	more	dairy.	 	In	terms	of	milk	producCon;	this	
262	 billion	 pounds	 is	 another	 1-1/2	 of	 United	 States'	 milk	
producCon	required	globally.						

We	live	in	a	great	Country,	God	Bless	the	USA,	and	God	
Bless	the	American	Farmer.		

Dairy by
 Chris Anken



Greetings from Wyoming: 

I wish all of you to have a blessed Year. A year full of good 
news and prosperous farming year. We have had a good 
start with a new president and leadership that has 
promised to for American people. President Trump has 
given so much hope to many in our country. He is a friend 
of agriculture and I am hoping that he will look into unfair 
trades such as North America Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) and Central America Free Trade Agreement 
(CAFTA)to help farmers. 

Many sugar beet and sugarcane producers have been 
looking forward to a more reasonable trade agreement to 
help our producers to cover their high cost of production of 
sugar in this country. American sugar producers create 
142,000 jobs in 22 states.

President Donald Trump has been keeping his promises 
to American people. He has chosen former Georgia 
Governor Sonny Perdue to serve as the secretary of 
Agriculture. Mr. Perdue has an outstanding agriculture 
background. Mr. Perdue, who once ran a grain and 
fertilizer business, was among the first candidates Mr. 
Trump interviewed for the job. His leadership at the USDA 
will be instrumental as sugar farmers cope with falling 
prices and a rising tide of foreign subsidization and unfair 
trading practices. 

American sugar farmers are looking forward to working 
closely with Gov. Perdue and the rest of the incoming 
administration to strengthen rural America, level the global 
playing field, and ensure the country’s continued ability to 
produce a safe and affordable food supply that is the envy 
of the world.

 As Mexico has been dumping subsidized sugar onto the 
U.S. market in past years’ price of sugar has been going 
down. Consumers have been paying more for sweetened 
products and food manufacturers’ revenues growing.

Farming is a business like all the other businesses. Cost 
of production has to be covered by the price of the 
commodity in order to keep on farming. It is hard for any 
business to operate in red. Low commodity prices drives 
American farmers out of production into bankruptcy.  

America’s economy is in red. Our current debt is over 20 
trillion. Thousands of Americans are struggling to pay their 
bills.  More than 24 million workers including farmers, 

Sugar 
by Klodette Stroh

shipping, marketers, grocers, truck drivers, 
inspectors, and others who annually contribute 
more than $1.3 trillion to our gross domestic 
product. Farmers and their crops insure 
America’s freedom. My mother use to say 
farmers are in partnership with God to be Stewart 
of his land and feed his people. Please support 
America’s agriculture the back bone of this 



Did You Know?

2017 WIFE Policy Books have been printed. Contact 
Past President Linda Newman to request your copy.  
The policy book is also available online on the WIFE 
Website:  www.nationalwife.org

On January 27 President Donald Trump signed an executive action 
temporarily halting the flow of refugees into the United States and 
stopping all entries from some nations. It included an indefinite ban 
on accepting Syrian refugees, and the pause in the broader refugee 
program extends for 120 days. Visas would be suspended for 
people from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria or Yemen for 
at least 30 days.  At the same time, Trump expected  a pause in the 
resettlement of refugees from most countries for at least four 
months or until a better system of vetting can be developed. Green 
cards holders from Syria and six other Muslim-majority countries 
would have to be cleared into the U. S. on a case-by-case basis. 
Recently two federal judges in Washington and Minnesota stalled 
the ban and refugees continue to arrive. Since then three Circuit 
Court Judges continued the ban.
      During the last budget year, the U.S. accepted 84,995 refugees, 
including 12,587 people from Syria. President Obama had set the 
refugee limit for this budget year at 110,000. Trump plans to cut 
that program to 50,000. The U.S. may admit people on a case-by-
case basis "when in the national interest" and the government 
would continue to process refugee requests from people claiming 
religious persecution, "provided that the religion is a minority 
religion in the individual's country." That suggests it would allow 
the admission of Christians from Muslim-majority countries. 
      A network of church organizations, secular NGOs and United 
Nations-friendly groups are paid tens of millions of dollars every 
year to secretly plant migrants into more than 300 U.S. cities. The 
nine groups get paid by our government for every refugee they 
resettle in America in exchange for promising not to give any 
information on the Bible. These groups include the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services, the evangelical group World Relief, Church 
World Services, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, Episcopal 
Migration Ministries, the International Rescue Committee, and the 
U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.  The federal 
government pays them $2,050 for every refugee they resettle in the 
U.S. and they get to keep part of it. They’ve resettled more than 3 
million since the Refugee Act of 1980 was signed by President 
Jimmy Carter. 
       Once they're here, the federal government has an office 
dedicated to resettling them, making sure they get medical 
assistance and some spending money ($1,000 per refugee), along 
with English language and job training.  The Office of Refugee 
Resettlement is under the Department of Health and Human 
Services. What does this cost? That office spent $1.56 billion fiscal 
in 2015. That year the U.S. welcomed refugees from 79 countries. 
The highest admissions were from Burma, Iraq and Somalia 
accounting for more than 57 percent of all arrivals. 

What is the difference between immigrants, refugees, and 

asylees? While immigrants voluntarily choose to leave their 
homes and come to the U.S., refugees and asylees are forced 
to flee due to persecution. Immigrants may come to the U.S. 
with temporary visas, allowing them to remain for a certain 
period of time or under certain conditions (such as students or 
tourists), or they may have permission allowing them to 
remain indefinitely (such as a “green card.”) After one year of 
residence in the U.S., refugees and asylees may apply for legal 
permanent residency (also known as a “green card” though the 
card is no longer green). After five years, legal permanent 
residents may apply for U.S. citizenship.

The U.S. Senate has confirmed Gen. John Kelly to be 
secretary of Homeland Security, Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo to 
be Director of the Central Intelligence Agency and Georgia 
Rep. Tom Price for Health and Human Services. 

Seeking to curb a spike in crime, Argentina has 
signed a decree to fast-track the deportation of thousands of 
foreign inmates currently serving sentence in the country. 
Immigrants make up to 21.35 percent of the prison population 
and 33 percent are foreigners. 
        In 2013, Australia imposed tough policies toward asylum 
seekers in a bid to discourage the dangerous and often deadly 
journeys from the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Under those 
rules, any asylum seeker who tries to reach Australia by boat 
can never be settled in Australia and are sent to detention 
camps on Nauru and Papua New Guinea where their refugee 
claims are assessed. Due to a U.S. deal with Obama, some 
might be arriving in America after they are vetted. 
       A state measure in California passed by ballot vote in 
1994, barring illegal immigrants from receiving public 
benefits, was recently overturned by a federal court. In 
2015, Los Angeles County enacted an official policy to not 
ask people about immigration status, a policy the city 
technically had enacted in 1979. It is one of the sanctuary 
cities that now might lose government funding.
       Children born in American and gaining birthright 
citizenship are usually referred to as "anchor babies" because 
they provide an anchor in the U.S. for family members seeking 
to enter the country legally. When they reach age 21, they can 
petition the government to grant their parents and siblings 
permanent resident status. The number of babies gaining 
birthright citizenship is now estimated to reach as high as 
400,000 a year. The children of illegals cost taxpayers about 
$52 billion a year in education expenses alone. Nearly 4 
million illegal aliens living in the U.S. have at least one child 
who is a citizen. A new bill would confer citizenship only on 
children born in the U.S. who have at least one parent who is a 
U.S. citizen, legal permanent resident, or member of the U.S. 
military.

Marlene Kouba
Homeland Security
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WIFE Cookbook Fundraiser
FOOD FOR THE FUTURE  

        
During the national convention in Sidney, Nebraska, there was a 
discussion about printing a cookbook as a fundraiser for 2017.   
It was agreed to give it a try. Marlene Kouba of North Dakota 
volunteered to be the chairman and Jenifer Felzien of Colorado 
will be a co-chair of the committee. Linda Newman of Montana 
also agreed to serve on the committee to help with the printing.

It was agreed that each member could submit at least two 
recipes and should include a farm photo of members in action 
along with a story about their operation with the recipes. The 
story could include what you and your family do; what crops or 
animals you raise and anything that might be of interest to 
users of the book. The co-chairs reserve the right to edit the 
stories, if necessary, such as spelling, length, etc.  Photos will be 
returned if you wish them back.  You could even suggest a title if 
you wish!

An early deadline date was set for February 1 so the book 
could be taken to Washington, DC with us but that was changed 
to July 1 to allow for spring and summer photos.  At this 
writing, only about a dozen recipes, one photo and one story 
have been submitted. Kouba has requested that those who 
submit recipes should designate what kind of book they would 
like—a 3-ring binder, wire or plastic spiral coils, or be bound like 
a text book. She also asked how much you would be willing to 
pay to give us an idea as to what to charge. Thus far, there have 
been no replies on the last two requests.

Recipes, stories and photos can be mailed or emailed.  Send 
them, or any questions you may have to one of the WIFE 

Cookbook Committee Co-Chairs: Marlene Kouba, 6160 105th 
Avenue SW, Regent, ND 58650, phone number (701) 5634560 
or mmkouba@ndsupernet.com; or Jenifer Felzien, 2946 C.R. 53, 
Sterling, CO 80751, phone number (970) 522-1429 or 
gjfelz@kci.net.



WIFE GOES PINK
WOMEN INVOLVED IN FARM ECONOMICS (WIFE) IS CELEBRATING ITS 

41ST YEAR WORKING TO HELP AGRICULTURE & OUR RURAL 
COMMUNITIES TO SURVIVE AND THRIVE!

Picture above from: www.pinkpumpkinpatch.org	

• What is it about? This is a community awareness fundraiser project to 
honor breast cancer survivors, current fighters and those that have lost 
the battle.  

• Why? WIFE is going “pink” to support our WIFE members and community 
members that have been affected by breast cancer.

Here’s how it works: Participating WIFE members will grow the pink pumpkins in 
their gardens.  This fall, pink pumpkins will be delivered to WIFE members and 
community members or their family to honor their fight against breast cancer.  
Pink pumpkins will also be available for sale for suggested price of $5.00 each to 
anyone wanting to support the breast cancer awareness project.  Proudly display 
your pink pumpkin on your porch or in your house.  They also are delicious to 
eat and make great pumpkin pies!  50¢ of each pumpkin sold will go to the Pink 
Pumpkin Patch Foundation and the remaining money will go to WIFE.  The Pink 
Pumpkin Patch Foundation awards grants to breast cancer research.

Contact National WIFE President Kerry Froese with any questions or to request 
seed, (719) 469-7749 or kerry.froese33@gmail.com.  Spring is almost here and 
now is the time to volunteer to participate.  
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