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President’s Report

The year is 2016 and the 40th Anniversary of Women Involved in Agriculture, affectionately, better known 
as WIFE!  

In 1976, women from all over the US decided to get organized to help their husbands and families to stay 
“afloat” in farming and ranching, so, as a result, the Women Involved in Farm Economics and the 
American Agriwomen organizations were founded….both, of which, are still beating the drum for a 
healthy and robust Rural America!

In trying to decide the topic for my column in this first issue of our newsletter this year, it was tough--
agriculture continues to get pummeled from every direction it seems…..so, decided to do something that 
may get the juices flowing...so here goes!

A-G-R-I-C-U-L-T-U-R-E

A…Agriculture--the definition of agriculture is the science, art, or practice of cultivating the soil, 
producing crops, and raising livestock and in varying degrees the preparation and marketing of the 
resulting products.  Wow, just think of what all of that entails….it is mind boggling!

G…Grain Markets--US grain markets are in the tank, not much better than they were 40 years ago and, 
most likely, much worse when the cost of production is taken into account. There are so many variables 
that affect our markets theses days. It used to be, basically, supply and demand...but, that isn’t the case 
in 2016.  

R…Robust--the dream of every farmer and rancher is to have a robust Ag economy so they could be 
certain that they will survive the odds and be around for another year to do it all over again!

I…Interesting--there is never a dull moment in agriculture...the wonder of new life in the spring of plants 
and animals, then wonder how to keep them all alive and thriving!

C...Costs--when expenses for ag supplies rise, they usually don’t respond to commodity price declines, 
thus putting more pressure on bottom lines and financial support for the next year.

U...Undying Passion--this has to be a trait of all farmers and ranchers in business today….I know of no 
other industry that demands so many “split second” decisions due to outside forces...drought, floods, fire, 
blizzards, Government regulations, unpredictable markets, to name a few.

L...Love--rural residents love and take pride in their small rural communities, schools, churches, sports 
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teams and local businesses. I know of no better place to raise a family than in 
rural America…rural kids learn responsibility, respect, teamwork, a great work 
ethic, resilience, leadership, and a feel for what it takes to make a living.

T...Trust--farmers and ranchers have to have a lot of trust….in the 
weatherman to give an accurate weather forecast so they can prepare for 
storms and either take precautions or simply just sit down and pray if there is 
nothing that can be done to protect crops or livestock, in the banker to see 
your vision and provide the funds, in the your insurance provider to make sure 
your assets are adequately covered….and many others...neighbors, hired 
men, livestock buyers, crop adjusters, and politicians!

U...Utterances--farmers and ranchers sometimes display some “colorful” 
language!  Guess some things just bring out uncontrollable emotions at times!!

R...Respect--farmers and ranchers have a healthy respect for mother nature, 
all natural resources, and the land, in general, as it greatly affects their 
livelihood!

E...Energy--it takes a lot of energy to do what it takes to get the job done on 
farms and ranches…”daylight to dark” and  “seven days a week” isn’t for the 
faint of heart!

Wife 2015
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Beef & All Other Ag Topics
Mary Ellen Cammack

Dairy
Ruth Laribee
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Energy
Marlene Kouba

Homeland Security
Ariana Dressler

Natural Resources/Private 
Property/Water/Endangered Species
Kimmi Lewis

Rural Life
Mary Ann Unruh

Specialty Crops
Kerry Froese

Sugar
Klodette Stroh

Trade
Ruth Laribee

Transportation
Barbara Broberg

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT!!
---National WIFE Convention will be held, November 3-5, 2016 in Sidney, NE with travel days on 
the Wed., Nov. 2nd and Sun., Nov. 6th.  The EC will meet in the evening on Nov 2nd; Committee 
Meetings will be held on Thurs. morning, Nov. 3rd and Convention will begin at 1pm in the 
afternoon of Nov. 3rd. thru  Sat., afternoon, Nov. 5th with installation and "Hoedown" that evening!
--June BOD Conference Call is tentatively set for Wed., June 22nd with a backup date of Wed., 
June 29th at 6 pm MST.
--Next WIFEline will be published in May, with articles and reports due on April 25th.
--Reminder to get Quilt blocks to Kerry Froese for our fundraiser.
--DC Legislative Trip is scheduled for Tue., April 12 thru Fri., April 16th.  (Travel on Mon., the 11th 
and Sat., the 16th).  We have rented a house for lodging instead of at the Holiday Inn Capital.  So, 
you just need to get an airline ticket!  Please contact Linda Newman at dlnewman@itstriangle.com 
by April 1st if you plan to attend the DC trip to make sure we have enough beds!
--Blast from the Past section in the WIFEline...urge all members to send in any pictures, articles of 
past WIFE history for the newsletter to celebrate our 40th year.
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If you haven’t already noticed, there has been a wave of women in 
agriculture. Over the past 30 years, women are definitely making their 
mark within the agriculture industry. From dairy farming to agricultural 
mechanics, the trend cannot seem to go unnoticed.

A recent study from Progressive Dairyman has shown, that there has 
been a significant increase in the percentage of female graduates of 
Agricultural Science degrees. In 1980, when comparing female to male 
graduates in Agricultural Science, females made up 32% of Bachelor 
degrees, 26% of Master degrees, and 13% of Doctoral degrees earned. 
Now let’s fast-forward to 2012, where 52% of Bachelor degrees, 55% 
of Master degrees, and 48% of Doctoral degrees were earned by females 
studying Agricultural Science versus males. This number is surely 
continuing to rise! Overall, the recent study shows that there are more 
females graduating with Bachelor and Master degrees in Agricultural 
Science versus their male counterparts; a far cry from when women were 
not allowed to enter into college in the 1800’s.

The opportunities that I have able to participate in during college, through 
furthering my education, are truly irreplaceable. I am able to expand my 
networking resources through various club, course and campus activities 
involving agriculture. Not only am I able to learn about the recent studies 
within the agricultural industry, but I’m able to apply them in realistic 
situations, and learn from other industry leader’s personal 
experiences. I believe that my courses are really preparing me for my 
future. In my dairy-related courses, we are able to be out in the barn 
working with cows, performing veterinary procedures, working in the 
laboratory dissecting udders, and listening to lectures in the classroom 
promoting cow comfort. This has only fueled the fire to motivate me to 
continue beyond completing my degree, and work within the dairy 
industry. 

Being a women in agriculture, I am eager to see the growth opportunities 
there will be for a millennial women’s role in every-growing opportunities 
in farming. By furthering my education within Agricultural Science, I 
know that I am going to be an active member in a well-respected 
industry. The best word that I have heard individuals call women in 
agriculture is Passionate. Each of us are passionate about different things 
in life. Women who are passionate about the agriculture industry are 
admirable. Their determination and energy is contagious, and they are able 
to leave a lasting mark for their contributions.

I believe that my role model to enter into the agriculture industry is my 
Father. Both my parents have provided a strong base of farming, love and 
faith for myself and my five siblings. They have taught me to keep a 
positive mindset through hardships, and stay humble through moments of 
success. At a young age, I was engaged in our dairy farm, wanting to help 

milk, and feed our cows. Today, I am still engaged, yet further in depth. 
Watching my Father work, day in and day out, on our farm, never having a 
break and always persevering, has truly inspired me. I want to work with 
the same amount of diligence and determination as him. I am thankful for 
the lessons I have learned, and look forward to what I can learn at college to 
maybe teach him a thing or two one day. 

One day, as a women in agriculture, I hope to be a role model to other 
individuals. I want them to notice the ambition I have. Opportunities are 
within reach for those who work hard enough to achieve them. Moreover, I 
want them to understand to work diligently until what they achieve 
provides satisfaction. Through the hardships, remain positive, and through 
the moments of success, remain humble.

Ruth Laribee
Dairy

As the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) continues to be debated, let’s 
review what the Trans Pacific Partnership is. It is the largest trade 
agreement in twenty years. Countries included are the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Japan, New Zealand, Australia, Chile, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam and Peru making up approximately forty 
percent of the world economy. Canada and Mexico are our second and 
third largest trade partners.
Supporters of the TPP put forth it will provide American jobs, tax cuts 
on U.S exports, and open up markets for American goods and exports.
According to a report put out by Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch 
on the 18,000, tax cuts for Made in America exports the U.S does not 
export any goods to any nation under the 18,000 tariff lines. The United 
States exporters under prior trade pacts now have tax cuts for Canada, 
Mexico, Australia, Chile, Singapore and Peru. Approximately 2000 of 
the tariff cuts in the kind of products exported by the U.S. will not be in 
place for over a ten-year period. Where the tariff cuts could help are for 
U.S. exports of pork and beef to Japan. But by the time a decade passes 
Japan could once again devalue the yen and the TPP cannot compel or 
execute effectively against currency manipulations so the tax cuts 
would be meaningless.
Several news sources report that in the TPP text one of the chapters 
includes:  incentives would be made available to offshore jobs to low 
wage countries. Our policies, federal, state and local would be required 
to meet the terms of TPP rules.
 Investors from China are bidding, dealing and buying up companies in 
many foreign countries including companies here in the United States. 
Chinese investors bought Smithfield a U.S. business of pork products. 
Now in the news China is looking towards several other large U.S. 
companies, for example, a bid of approximately forty eight billion has 
been offered for the Syngenta Corporation that manufactures pesticide 
and seed products. It is being reported even the Chicago Stock 
Exchange is a potential deal of great interest.
With the acquisition of our U.S. companies, plus the several American 
companies that are moving or have already moved to other countries for 
cheaper labor, how can our workers compete? All the products 
produced offshore are then imported by the United States, which 
increases the trade deficit. We have lost our cotton to Brazil and our 
Country of Origin Labeling law to label United States meat through 
trade pacts. After about three years in to the Korea Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) U.S. exports to Korea dropped seven percent causing 
a trade deficit for the U.S. of ninety percent.   At this time it does not 
look like the TTP provides any protection for our American Companies 
or workers. It does not stop China from currency manipulation.
Could it be a control through economics? 

Ruth Laribee
Trade
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What are lower fuel costs going to do to the farm?
This question was asked of this writer, twice, at the 92nd Ag Outlook 
Forum held in Washington DC in February.  In case you have an 
opinion or think you know the answer, hold that thought...farm 
households are doing well, ammonia, steel, lumber and crude oil prices 
are down, wheat plantings are down, China is building grain stocks, 
herd building continues, debt-to-asset ratio is still low, cash rents are 
down 5%, farmers have become more efficient, so there is no reason 
why this shouldn't continue.  You may view the presentation by Robert 
Johansson, USDA Chief Economist at http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/.

The Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack spoke, but really “strutted 
his stuff” as a counterpoint to Howard G. Buffett and, later, a plenary 
panel.  Secretary Vilsack was a notable leader in these discussions.

Howard G. Buffett has multiple lives as photographer, philanthropist, 
author, business person, county commissioner and  farmer.  *Note his 
“on-going” informational-inserts in the Farm Journal Magazine, 
highlighting hunger issues.  Buffet hates the word “sustainable”, but did 
define it.  He also gave a “real life” scenario of hiring, or not, H2A 
foreign workers for agriculture. He suggested using FSA (Farm Service 
Agency) as a parent agency for this type of hiring.  He was the 1st 
presenter to mention the need to “GET INFORMATION OUT”, and he 
used the concept of “scalability”-- (if it works, can it be increased or 
mass-produced or repeated in a larger way).  He also stressed the need 
to open our minds.  All of the presentations were one of building on new 
thoughts to consider. From personal experience, Buffet learned that the 
IRS (Internal Revenue Service) takes a “nice share” when he sold all 
farm equipment out in one farm state, and moved to another state. When 
he bought new (different) equipment truly matching his farms' vision, he 
said it was a right decision. It was a "start over", or "new farmer" 
success story: so open your mind!

Buffett stated, “Right equipment, right knowledge”, the private sector 
can be a good partner and Government has limitations, at times.   He 
STRONGLY urges farmers to be doing everything with an eye toward 
standards that get ahead of regulation. Farming is driven by economics, 
and each farm knows what changes, times, and risks can be tolerated.  
Government incentives may be needed for some transitions toward 
cover crops...and possibly to organics beyond that,  but the intent of 
getting ahead of regulation is a driver in holding the farm in a pattern of 
lifestyle and independent decision making.   He stressed that, 
“biodiversity IS very important”.   (cover crop discussion).  No one likes 
to be TOLD, when they can, otherwise CHOOSE. 
American farmers are the biggest producers in the world balancing life 
and resources.  He stated that if 95% of U.S. farmers were to grab onto 
complete soil conservation tactics, that the model could be available for 
global (think Africa) duplication.  (Many farm types in the U.S. would 
allow for many models for foreign farmers to choose from, should they 
need to improve their farm practices).

He did allow that U.S. Farmers don't like to be beat--you can talk on 
phone,  but Nature hasn't changed much, it responds and heals. No 
amount of technology will 'tech' our way out of soil erosion. He also 
stated that the U.S. can't match the demand for organics...possibly they 
could export the skill sets for others to do it. Organics and conservation 
farm types conflict right now...perhaps cover crops are a soil moderating 
influence. Urban farm methods may not stand economically, but their 
value is is the producing, or the pleasure in the produce.

SO, the answer to lower fuel costs is that the money will find a way 
to be spent, so no need to worry!

Other notable takes from the DC Forum are as follows:
          --Revolving doors have the capability to revolve automatically 
on demand and they are equipped with larger division compartments.
          --Bike “lend/rent” racks are becoming more available and even 
bike paths are equipped with bicycle tools cabled to metal “tool trees” 
should you need to adjust or repair your bicycle!!
          --A good WALK can be the best transportation!  
          --Great food choices described as “steps away from diabetes.  
Also, this speaker stated that it would be smart to allow food stamps at 
farmers markets, as taxpayers pay on the other end when people suffer 
diabetes, etc., and need medical care due to bad food choices.  Natural, 
simple, “clean label” foods were buzzwords heard at the Forum.

The Forum presenters uttered many kind comments on the need for 
farmers, and thanked them for their efforts.

Barbara Broberg
Transportation

RURAL LIFE 
by Mary Ann Unruh, ND

					 If	 power	 in	 your	 area	 experiences	
intermi3ent	 or	 complete	 loss	 of	 electrical	
power,	or	power	 surges,	 check	all	 freezers	
occasionally	to	be	sure	they	work	properly.
				Blizzards,	 high	 winds,	 tornadoes,	
floods,	line	repairs	and	other	situa?ons	can	
be	a	problem	if	you	check	your	freezer	too	
late.	To	prevent	freezers	 from	shuBng	off,	
it	 is	 best	 to	 plug	 the	 freezer	 into	 a	
dedicated	outlet	that	is	not	connected	to	a	
circuit	 protected	 by	 a	 ground	 fault	
interrupter	 (GFI)	 as	 they	are	easily	 tripped	
by	power	surges,	shuBng	off	power	to	your	
freezer.
				A	 few	 precau?ons	 can	 be	 taken	 to	
protect	against	food	loss	in	case	of	a	power	
or	 mechanical	 failure	 or	 other	 possible	
problem.		#1.	 If	an	extended	power	 failure	
is	 an?cipated,	 reduce	 freezer	 temperature	
to	 -10	 degrees	 F.	 or	 -20	 degrees	 F.	 The	
colder	the	food,	the	longer	it	takes	to	thaw.	
	#2.	 If	 power	 is	 lost,	 wait	 un?l	 power	 is	
restored	 before	 opening	 the	 freezer	 door.	
Each	?me	 the	door	 is	opened,	 the	 interior	
temperature	 increases	 and	 decreases	 the	
?me	foods	will	remain	safe	without	power.	
#3.	In	most	cases,	food	in	a	full	freezer	will	
stay	 frozen	 about	 two	 days.	 Food	 in	 a	
freezer	 that	 is	half	 full	may	 stay	 frozen	up	
to	 one	 day.	 A	 freezer	 full	 of	 meat	 will	

remain	 colder	 longer	 than	 a	 freezer	
full	 of	 baked	 goods	 or	 vegetables	
and	fruits.
				If	 food	 is	 safe	 to	 eat,	 it	 is	 safe	 to	
refreeze.	When	you	find	 the	 freezer	
is	off,	check	the	temperature	 in	two	
or	 three	 loca?ons.	 Then	 take	a	 look	
at	 the	 food.	 If	 foods	 s?ll	 contain	 ice	
crystals	 and/or	 the	 freezer	 is	 40	
degrees	F.,	or	lower	and	has	been	at	
that	temperature	no	longer	than	two	
days,	food	that	was	safe	when	it	was	
originally	 frozen	should	 s?ll	be	 safe.	
It	 can	 be	 refrozen	 or	 cooked	 and	
eaten.
				Food	 held	 at	 40	 degrees	 F.	 or	
higher	 should	 be	 examined	 more	
closely.	 If	 the	 color	 or	 odor	 of	
thawed	beef,	pork,	lamb	or	poultry	is	
poor	 or	 ques?onable	and	 you	 are	
not	 certain	 of	 the	 amount	 of	 ?me	
the	 food	 was	 at	 that	 temperature,	
discard	the	meat.
				If	 ques?onable	 food	 is	 consumed,	
you	 may	 get	 a	 food	 borne	 illness,	
such	 as	 stomachaches	 and/or	
diarrhea.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 tell	 by	 the	
odor	 whether	 vegetables,	 shellfish	
and	 cooked	 foods	 are	 spoiled.		
Bacteria	 mul?ply	 rapidly	 in	 those	
foods	 so	do	not	eat	or	 refreeze	any	
that	have	thawed	completely.
				As	 a	 general	 rule,	 completely	
thawed	food	should	not	be	refrozen.	
If	 ice	 crystals	 remain	 in	 foods,	 it	 is	
safe	 to	 refreeze	 them.	 The	 texture	
may	 be	 different,	 nutri?onal	 value	
may	 be	 lower	 and	 flavor	 and	 color	
may	not	be	top	quality.	 If	refreezing	
food,	do	so	quickly	to	retain	the	best	
quality.
				Happy	trails	to	you!

4 of 10

http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/


Specialty	Crops	Report

By:	Kerry	Froese,	Chair

I	am	very	excited	to	be	the	new	chair	for	this	broad	industry	and	look	forward	to	bringing	the	latest	news	and	
issues	 to	 you.	 	 Specialty	 Crops	 are	 defined	 by	 the	USDA	 as,	 “fruits	 and	 vegetables,	 tree	 nuts,	 dried	 fruits	 and	
hor?culture	and	nursery	crops,	 including	floriculture.”	 	As	Specialty	Crops	Chair,	 I	 also	cover,	 "co3on,	peanuts,	
rice	and	tobacco"	as	stated	in	the	WIFE	Procedure	Manual.		

As	 the	 year	 is	 off	 to	 a	 great	 start	with	 farmers	 preparing	 for	 spring,	 there	 are	 several	 issues	 taking	 place	
within	Agriculture	and	 the	Specialty	Crops	 sector.	 	Here	are	a	 few	of	 the	highlights	 in	 specialty	crops	with	
sources.	 	If	you	are	interested	in	more	informa?on,	please	contact	me	at	kerryjewell_33@hotmail.com.	 	Be	
sure	 to	 check	 out	 the	 Na?onal	 WIFE	 Facebook	 page	 at	 facebook.com/WIFEline	 for	 updates,	 ar?cles	 and	
events.

Co0on

♣ Agriculture	Secretary	Tom	Vilsack	tes?fied	before	the	House	Commi3ee	on	Agriculture	on	February	24hi.		

Suggested	a	new	cost-share	program,	with	the	details	s?ll	being	worked	out,	“to	help	offset	producer’s	
ginning	costs,	as	a	means	to	finding	other	avenues	than	designa?ng	co3onseed	as	an	“other	oilseed”	to	
help	 co3on	 producers.”	 (Agriculture	 Secretary	 seeks	 ways	 to	 help	 co5on	 growers,	 by	 Forrest	 Laws,	
published	 2/25/2016,	 available	 at	 h5p://farmfutures.com/story-agriculture-secretary-seeks-ways-help-
co5on-growers-0-137995)

♣ On	February	3lm,	Secretary	Vilsack	stated	that,	“he	does	not	have	the	authority	to	declare	co3onseed	an	

oilseed	to	make	it	eligible	for	subsidy	programs,	as	the	co3on	industry	has	requested	amid	weak	prices,	
according	 to	 mul?ple	 reports.”	 (Reuters	 h5p://www.reuters.com/arMcle/idUSL2N15I2SZ,	 published	
2/3/16)

Specialty	Crop	Block	Grant	Program	(SCBGP)

♣ According	 to	USDA	website,	 “Block	 grants	 are	 awarded	 directly	 to	 State	 departments	 of	 agriculture	 to	

enhance	 the	 compe??veness	 of	 specialty	 crops	 (fruits,	 vegetables,	 tree	 nuts,	 dried	 fruits,	 hor?culture,	
nursery	crops,	floriculture),	including	locally	grown	and	consumed	specialty	crops.		This	program	supports	
a	 state's	 specialty	 crop	 funding	priori?es	 including	 statewide	and	 local	 food	 systems,	 all	 of	which	must	
solely	support	specialty	crops,	including:

o School	and	community	gardens;

o Farm-to-school	programs;

Kerry Froese
Specialty Crops
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o GAP	cer?fica?on	and	training	for	farmers;

o Facili?es	that	support	the	processing,	aggrega?on,	
and	distribu?on	of	locally	grown	specialty	crops;

o Improving	access	to	specialty	crops	in	underserved	
communi?es.

♣ Funding	 is	 now	 available.	 	 Go	 to	 USDA’s	 SCBGP	 State	

Contacts	 webpage	 at	 h3ps://www.ams.usda.gov/services/
grants/scbgp/state-contacts	to	find	the	contact	informa?on	
for	your	state.

Nuts

♣ Marathon	 Ventures	 is	 recalling	 seven	 brands	 of	 packaged	

raw	 macadamia	 nuts	 that	 may	 have	 been	 contaminated	
with	 Salmonella.	 (Report	 from	 h5p://www.cnbc.com/
2016/02/24/,	by	Sarah	Whi5en,	published	2/24/2016)

o The	 contamina?on	 was	 found	 during	 a	 rou?ne	
product	 sampling	 by	 the	 U.S.	 Food	 and	 Drug	
Administra?on,	 and	 no	 illnesses	 or	 injuries	 have	
been	reported.

o The	 recalled	 brands	 include	 Shurfine,	 Western	
Family,	 HyVee,	 Target's	 exclusive	 brand	 Market	
Pantry,	 Pear's	 Gourmet,	 Cash-Wa	 and	 in	 bulk	
through	 Nutpro.	 Customers	 should	 not	 consume	
the	product	and	instead	return	it	for	a	full	refund	
or	replacement.	

o The	 recalled	 products	 were	 sold	 between	 July	 2,	
2015,	and	Feb.	3,	2016,	according	to	the	FDA.

♣ Almonds	 are	 now	 in	 full	 bloom	 in	 California.	 	 California's	

agricultural	 industry	 covers	 more	 than	 400	 commodi?es.		
“Over	a	third	of	the	country’s	vegetables	and	two-thirds	of	
the	 country’s	 fruits	 and	 nuts	 are	 grown	 in	 California,”	
according	 to	 California	 Department	 of	 Food	 and	
Agriculture.

o “Ci?ng	 the	 state’s	 drought	 and	 unfavorable	
business	 condi?ons,	 Wonderful	 Orchards	 —	
previously	 known	 as	 Paramount	 Farms	 —	 is	
removing	 10,000	 acres	 of	 almond	 trees	 in	
California.”	 (Report	 by	Mike	 Hornick,	 available	 at	
h5p://www.thepacker.com/news/wonderful-
orchards-slashes-almond-producMon,	 published	
2/25/2016)

♣ “Due	 to	 limited	 water	 resources	 and	

market	 factors,	 Wonderful	 Orchards	 is	

reducing	 its	 western	 Kern	 County	 almond	
orchards	 by	 10,000	 acres,	 effec?ve	
immediately,”	Steve	Clark,	vice	president	of	
corporate	 communica?ons	 for	 The	
Wonderful	Co.,	said	Feb.	25.

♣ On	 Feb.	 24,	 the	 California	 Department	 of	

Water	 Resources	 increased	 its	 water	
alloca?on	 es?mate	 for	 most	 recipients	 to	
30%	of	requests.	That’s	the	second	increase	
on	December’s	es?mate	of	10%.

Hor=culture

♣ Some	 interes?ng	sta?s?cs	about	flowers	 for	Valen?ne’s	Day	

found	at	www.abouvlowers.com

o Es?mated	number	of	roses	produced	for	Valen?ne's	
Day:	250	million

o According	 to	 a	 survey	 by	 the	 Na?onal	 Retail	
Federa?on,	36	percent	of	Americans	(58%	men;	16%	
women)	 will	 buy	 flowers	 for	 Valen?ne’s	 Day	 2016,	
spending	a	total	of	

$1.9	billion
o Of	fresh	flower	purchases	only,	Valen?ne's	Day	ranks	

No.	 1,	 capturing	 36%	 of	 holiday	 transac?ons	 and	
40%	of	holiday	dollar	volume.

o Valen?ne's	Day	is	the	No.	1	holiday	for	florists

Our Youngest WIFE 
member proudly wearing 
her bib won in the silent 

auction at the 2015 
National Wife 
Convention!!
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																The United States made a historic move at the end of 2015 when 
they repealed a 40-year-old ban on United States crude oil exports to 
countries outside Canada. The lift could reinvigorate the nation’s industry. 
The United States is pretty competitive but is strongest in refined products. 
Energy costs, especially for natural gas that runs our refineries and goes 
into the fuel mix, are quite low relative to global averages. The ban 
legislation says that no official can stand in the way which means crude 
can go out right now where the infrastructure exists to carry it to ports and 
the ships exist to carry it to market. (Greenwire).
            Oil prices have been in a steady decline for the past two years after 
Middle East crude producers started increasing their production and 
creating an unprecedented global glut that may continue for another year 
or two.  This has caused pain to shippers, private oil drillers and to 
countries dependent on the oil money, such as Venezuela and Russia to the 
Middle East.  Analysts estimate that global crude production exceeds 
demand by anywhere between half a million to two million barrels every 
day. Russia and OPEC showed have recently agreed to slow their 
production. They kept production high to defend global market prices 
rather than cut output to support any prices. Since fiscal year 2010 oil 
production on federal lands in America is down by 10 percent, while it is 
up 89 percent on state and private lands.
             A federal appeals panel has rejected an effort by 27 states and 
dozens of corporations and industry groups to block the administration’s 
regulation on emissions from coal-fired power plants while a lawsuit 
moves through the courts. The rule, issued last summer by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, would cut emissions from existing 
power plants by 32 percent from 2005 levels by 2030 and could transform 
the electricity system, closing hundreds of heavily polluting coal-fired 
plants and sharply increasing production of wind and solar powers.  The 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit set June 2 to hear 
arguments in that case, although it is widely expected to be ultimately 
decided by the Supreme Court, most likely in 2017. (NY Times) 

In China about three billion tons of bituminous coal is mined 
to provide 70 percent of their electricity. They have about 750 coal plants 
about the size of the Coal Creek Station in North Dakota. They have added 
two 600-watt plants a week for the past seven years.  A new process to 
dewater coal to make it hotter and cleaner has been developed in North 
Dakota.  It takes about 25 percent of the water from lignite that increases 
its efficiency. Lignite has about 38 percent water while bituminous has 
about 20 percent.  Now the state is being asked to help China to build a 
mobile dewaterer or DryFining Unit to benefit their coal mining. Lignite 
coal production in the United States has dropped to its lowest since 1986 
in part to low natural gas prices and climate policies encouraging utilities 
to switch to natural gas to generate electricity. (Bakken News)

Natural gas is expanding its markets in North Dakota. One 
plant has added 75 miles of pipeline and added new presser stations. 
Drilling may have slowed but more investments are being placed in the 
future of natural gas.  There will be four new processing plants coming 
online in 2016 plus more lines and stations. With the current 58 wells 
(down about a third from a year ago), they are keeping up with more plants 
being planned for construction.  Gas captured is at 86 percent at this time 
so less gas is wasted by flaring.  New projects will use more.  A new urea 
plant using natural gas near the state’s Gasification Plant is being built that 

will need hundreds of workers and provide fertilizer for farmers. 
(Bakken News)

 When the Renewable Fuel Standard was enacted in 
2005, lawmakers hoped to ease the nation’s dependence on foreign 
oil while promoting a low-carbon alternative. Congress increased the 
mandate in 2007. The nation’s gasoline refiners must buy and blend 
an increasing amount of ethanol every year, rising to 36 billion 
gallons by 2022 from 15 billion now. Only the first 15 billion gallons 
are supposed to come from corn. The rest of the ethanol is mandated 
to come from nonfood crops like switch grass. Since the law’s 
passage, hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, has led to a boom in 
domestic oil production, but refiners have not been able to make 
cleaner, non-corn biofuel on a cheap, commercial scale. (Newsmax)

North Dakota had 13,174 oil wells in January producing 
1.15 million barrels a day and the price of Bakken sweet crude oil 
was $17.25 on January 19.  Sour crude wells that accounted for less 
one percent of total production are being shut down because they are 
more expensive to operate. Drilling permits are still being issued. 
(Bakken News)
            President Obama included a plan to add a $10-per-barrel tax 
on oil production to pay for projects in his budget proposal that he 
presented to Congress. The fee would be phased in over five years, 
providing $20 billion every year for traffic reduction, expanding 
investment in transit systems and new modes of transportation like 
high-speed rail. It would also revamp how regional transportation 
systems are financed, providing $10 billion to encourage investment 
that lead to cleaner transportation options. The tax is expected to 
improve long-term solvency of the Highway Trust Fund to improve 
the nation's infrastructure. The added cost of gasoline is expected to 
create an incentive to reduce the nation's reliance on oil and drive 
investments in clear energy technology. Oil industry groups and 
many in Congress have lashed out at the president’s plan. The tax 
would add 24 cents more to a gallon of gas. (Newsmax)
                The Obama administration has proposed to spend nearly 
$3.9 billion in a decade to accelerate the acceptance of driverless cars 
on American roads to curb traffic fatalities and travel delays. The 
proposal, which requires congressional approval, aims to have 
federal regulators work with automakers and others to craft policies 
and rules for vehicles that can move without a driver at the wheel. It 
also would set up pilot programs for testing “connected vehicles” that 
talk to one another to avoid crashes under the proposal. It isn’t clear 
whether or when any new regulations might be adopted. (News max)

Marlene Kouba
Energy
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