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Greetings WIFE Members. As you 
know, the New Year of 2013 marked the 
passage of the American Taxpayer Relief 
Act (ATRA).  Your lobbying and advo-
cacy efforts paid off as farmers and ranch-
ers scored a major victory as the estate tax 
provisions were made PERMANENT!    
The following is an update from the office 
of Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Max Baucus (D-MT) regarding multiple 
provisions of interest to WIFE that are 
included in the ATRA.  Also included in 
the passage of the ATRA was a nine month 
extension of the 2008 Farm Bill.  While 
the revamped 2012 Farm Bill which was 
passed the Senate in the summer of 2012 
would have been an optimal outcome on 
this issue, the House Republicans would 
not advance the bill prior to the end of 
2012. The 9-month extension of the cur-
rent bill as included within the ATRA 
gives Congress the next few months to 
once again attempt to reach an agreement.  
While Chairman Baucus and Members of 
the House and Senate were pleased to at 
least see an extension of the 2008 Farm 
Bill come to pass, everyone must now 
work toward completing a five-year 2012 
Farm Bill by September 30, 2013. 

 Now more than ever WIFE member-
ship will need to engage the House and 
Senate and urge passage of the revised 5 
year Farm Bill. 

According to Chairman Baucus’ of-
fice the ATRA does the following: 

 • Permanent estate, gift and genera-

tion skipping transfer tax relief.  The Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2001 (EGTRRA) phased-out 
the estate and generation-skipping transfer 
taxes so that they were fully repealed in 
2010, and lowered the gift tax rate to 35 
percent and increased the gift tax exemp-
tion to $1 million for 2010.  In 2010, the 
Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance 
Reauthorization and Job Creation Act of 
2010 (TRUIRJCA) set the exemption at 
$5 million per person with a top tax rate of 
35 percent for the estate, gift, and genera-
tion skipping transfer taxes for two years, 
through 2012.  The exemption amount 
was indexed beginning in 2012.  The bill 
makes permanent the indexed TRUIRJCA 
exclusion amount and indexes that amount 
for inflation going forward, but sets the top 
tax rate to 40 percent for estates of dece-
dents dying after December 31, 2012.

• Portability of unused exemption.  
The TRUIRJCA allowed the execu-
tor of a deceased spouse’s estate to 
transfer any unused exemption to 
the surviving spouse for estates of 
decedents dying after December 31, 
2010 and before December 31 2012.   
The bill makes permanent this provi-
sion and is effective for estates for 
decedents dying after December 31, 
2012. 

• Reunification.  Prior to the EG-
TRRA, the estate and gift taxes were 
unified, creating a single graduated 
rate schedule for both.  That single 
lifetime exemption could be used for 
gifts and/or bequests.  The EGTRRA 
decoupled these systems.  The TRU-
IRJCA reunified the estate and gift 

taxes.  The bill permanently extends 
unification and is effective for gifts 
made after December 31, 2012.

• Temporarily extend increase in the 
maximum amount and phase-out thresh-
old under section 179. Under current 
law, a taxpayer with a sufficiently small 
amount of annual investment may elect to 
deduct the cost of certain property placed 
in service for the year rather than depreci-
ate those costs over time.  The 2003 tax 
cuts temporarily increased the maximum 
dollar amount that may be deducted from 
$25,000 to $100,000.  The tax cuts also 
increased the phase-out amount from 
$200,000 to $400,000.  These amounts 
have been further modified and extended 
several times on a temporary basis, in-
creasing up to a high of $500,000 and 
$2 million respectively for taxable years 
beginning in 2010 and 2011, and then 
to $125,000 and $500,000 respectively 
for taxable years beginning in 2012, be-
fore reverting to the permanent amounts 
of $25,000 and $200,000 respectively 
for taxable years beginning in 2013 and 
thereafter. The modified proposal would 
increase the maximum amount and phase-
out threshold in 2012 and 2013 to the lev-
els in effect in 2010 and 2011 ($500,000 
and $2 million respectively). Within those 
thresholds, the proposal would also allow 
a taxpayer to expense up to $250,000 of 
the cost of qualified leasehold improve-
ment property, qualified restaurant prop-
erty, and qualified retail improvement 
property. This proposal expires at the end 

Congress continues work on new Farm Bill
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There is an old saying about the 
weather and illness, and that is “what 
we need is a cold snap to get rid of the 
germs.” If that statement is true, there 
shouldn’t be a germ left in across the 
northern states. Harsh weather is devas-
tating, and we have seen a lot of that this 
year with droughts, floods, hurricanes, 
fires, and the list goes on. Each year we 
recognize that lives, homes, and the ne-
cessities of living like food, heating ma-
terials, medicines and many other items 
can be wiped out sometimes in minutes 
or over a prolonged period of time. At 
this time we rally to help each other as 
much as possible, but sometimes there is 
more help needed.   

Legislation to extend agriculture di-
saster assistance programs through 2013 
has been introduced by Sen. Max Baucus 
(D-Mont.), Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-
Mich.), and Rep. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.). The 
expired programs were not included in 
the Farm Bill extension. 

With the drought, relentless fires, 
and the early freezing damaging fruit 
crops, farmers and ranchers need sup-
port helping them to recover. Baucus 
stated, “This bill is the right thing to do 
for our ranchers and the right thing to do 
for Montana jobs.”

Senator Stabenow stated, “Agricul-
ture supports 16 million jobs nation-
wide, and when key parts of the industry 
are hit this badly, it impacts our whole 
economy”. She went on to say our nation 
is helping families who had lost every-
thing because of weather disasters that 
happened in the Northeast, and its only 
right that we help farming families who, 
because of weather disasters, have lost 

everything. Blunt stated, “I won’t stop 
fighting for this critical disaster relief 
until we get farmers and ranchers back 
on their feet again.”

The second highest numbers of 
farms nationwide are in Missouri. Con-
tacts to support this legislation: Sen. Max 
Baucus-Jennifer Donohue, (202) 224-
2651, Sen. Debbie Stabenow, Ben Becker 
(202) 224-5466, Rep. Roy Blunt-Amber 
Marchand (202) 224-1403.

Some of our Women Involved in 
Farm Economics (WIFE) members 
will attend the Annual Gathering of the 
Women Farm and Forestry Alliance 
(WFFA) to be held March 11-12, 2013, 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. It is, as the invita-
tion says, “an opportunity to build new 
relationships.” 

There will be discussions on a WFFA 
online training curriculum planned to 
focus on “advanced financial and busi-
ness management skills development 

that will benefit all women who own and 
operate agricultural businesses.” There 
will be speakers, one being Sara Wyant, 
an honorary member of National Wom-
en Involved in Farm Economics. 

This will be a tight schedule for 
these ladies; as I reported last month, 
our WIFE Legislative Conference will be 
held March 16-19, 2013, in Washington, 
D.C.

     President’s Report   

Disaster assistance legislation 
proposed by several senators
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2013 
WIFE Officers

To the 2012 Executive Com-
mittee, Standing Committees, and 
Commodity and Topic Chairmen:

Thank you for the beautiful 
watch given to me at the National 
WIFE Convention in Bismarck, 
ND. I wear it with pride and am 
enjoying it. 

Thank you for all your help 
and support the past two years as 
WIFE president. Keep telling your 
personal story and promoting ag-
riculture. 

Best, 
Deb Dressler

Past President

With Special 
Thanks
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We in the dairy industry owe a lot 
to the people who worked so hard for 
us during the January negotiations. In 
the last few minutes before the Farm 
Bill Extension was passed, Senator 
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), with lots of 
help from our own Bob Wellington, 
Vice President for Economics, Com-
munications and Legislative Affairs, 
at Agri-Mark Cooperative, was able to 
convince Senator Harry Reid (D-Nev.) 
that our farmers needed help. They not 
only got the language through, but they 
reverted payments back to the Milk In-
come Loss Contract (MILC) program 
that was all but destroyed in October—
a big bonus for our dairy farmers. It 
will carry through August 31, 2013.

Producers may have already been 
notified by USDA about when to sign 
up at their county FSA office. Make 
sure your September 2012 produc-
tion is on record. It will be paid at the 
2013 rate. Payments will be made when 
the Class I price in Boston falls below 
$16.94.

Figures are available on 2011 ex-
ports and imports. Exports went to 
158 countries. About one quarter of 
our dairy products went to Mexico, 
our largest market. Canada and China 
were second and third respectively. 
New Zealand supplies by far our larg-
est amount of imports.

According to the U.S. Dairy Trade 
Situation and Outlook for 2012, “This 
is the fifth consecutive year the U.S. 
dairy trade balance has been positive 
after 13 years of dairy trade deficits,” 

with the export value nearly double the 
value of imports.

Since most farms have dogs, this 
news item seems appropriate. New 
York State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets has just completed five 
years of testing domestic and import-

ed chicken jerky products. If you have 
Waggin’ Train, Canyon Creek Ranch, 
Milo’s Kitchen or Cadet Brands, de-
stroy them immediately or return 
them for a refund. None of the domes-
tic brands tested were found to contain 
unsafe levels of antibiotics.

     Dairy Report   

By Kay Zeosky
New York

Negotiators worked hard to 
help dairy industry last month

     Legislative 
     Report   

On January 21, 2013, the Judg-
ment Fund Transparency Act was in-
troduced in the House of Representa-
tives. The bill, introduced by Rep. Cory 
Gardner (R-Colo.) seeks to provide 
increased oversight and transparency 
of the Treasury Department Judgment 
Fund.

The fund, established in 1956, is 
used to pay court judgments and set-
tlements in cases brought against the 
federal government, if those costs are 
not otherwise covered by appropriated 
agency budgets. The treasury has no 
reporting requirements or account-
ability to Congress or taxpayers, de-
spite payouts having totaled more than 
$5 billion over the past three years.  
The transfer of funds is not currently 
subject to the approval of members of 
Congress or the public, and is not part 
of public record.

The legislation would require 
the Treasury to issue a public report 
describing funds allocated, a brief 
description of facts surrounding the 
agency request and an identification 
of the recipient of those funds. The 
legislation targets abuse of the fund 
by groups that consistently challenge 
the federal government in court and 
receive reimbursement.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has granted an extension to the 
comment period regarding the rein-
troduction of the Black Footed Ferret 
across 12 states in the Midwest, the 
new deadline has been set for Febru-
ary 22, 2013. Email the Federal Regis-
ter at http://federalregister.gov/a2013-
01292 use the FerretSHA@fws.gov 
address for ease of submitting com-
ments. The draft Agreement and EA 
are available on the Black-Footed Fer-
ret Recovery Program website at http//
www.blackfootedferret.org/.

Support for the 2013 Farm Bill is 
strong, but the action is likely to be 
slow. The formal work in committee is 
unlikely to start before the spring. 

By Deb Dressler
North Dakota

Ferrett comments 
are requested



After more than two years of legal 
wrangling, protests, and a boycott that 
captured national attention, Arizona’s 
“show me your papers” law, SB 1070, 
is now in effect. The law gives police 
the power to inquire about immigra-
tion status during stops if they suspect 
a person is in the country without au-
thorization. 

“SB 1070 cannot cure Arizona’s 
problems with illegal immigration; 
only the federal government has the 
resources and responsibility neces-
sary to achieve that. What SB 1070 
does represent is one more tool that 
our officers can use in collaborating 
with federal authorities to reduce the 
crime and other impacts associated 
with illegal immigration in our com-
munities.  That means all of our laws, 
including those barring racial profil-
ing or discrimination. It is not enough 
that SB 1070 be enforced. It must be 
enforced efficiently, effectively and in 
harmony with the Constitution and 
civil rights. 

“I have full faith and confidence 
that Arizona’s State and local law en-
forcement officers are prepared for 
this task,” said Gov. Jan Brewer.  

SB 1070 is one of several factors 
impacting convention business and 
not everyone agrees it’s to blame for 
the decline. Projected bookings for the 
Phoenix Convention Center are down 
by as much as 30 percent for the cur-
rent fiscal year compared with 2009 
-- a difference of about $132 million 
in direct spending. Meanwhile, other 
cities with comparable convention fa-

cilities, including San Diego, Denver, 
San Antonio and Salt Lake City, have 
experienced a different trend. In those 
locales, guest counts are slowly re-
bounding or relatively flat. The ACLU 
continues to fight against SB1070. 
(ABC News)

A grant program administered by 
the DHS has become a fund designed 
to fight terror into a pork-barrel pro-
gram that pads local governments’ 
budgets. The report, titled “Safety at 
Any Price: Assessing the Impact of 
Homeland Security Spending in U.S. 
Cities,” focuses on Homeland Secu-
rity’s Urban Area Security Initiative 
(UASI). Since 2003, DHS has spent 
$35 billion on grant programs that 
were intended to make Americans 
safer from terrorist attacks but  DHS 
failed to establish goals or metrics to 
ensure that funds were used to make 
Americans safe and cannot say how 
much safer we are today after spend-
ing $35 billion. The report says the 
UASI grant program has ballooned 
beyond its original intent and lacks 
the oversight and rigorous measure-
ments needed to determine its effec-
tiveness. (Associated Press)

On January 8, Illinois was poised 
to join a handful of states that offer 
legal driving privileges to those in 
the country illegally. After failing by 
just two votes in 2007, the legislation 
passed the Illinois House by a vote of 
65-46. Gov. Pat Quinn’s office issued 
a statement saying he plans to sign 
the bill, which cleared the state Sen-
ate in December. The vote came after 
a lengthy debate that reflected the 
passions over illegal immigration na-
tionwide. Supporters had mounted a 
month’s long campaign citing the dan-
gers of allowing the estimated 250,000 
illegal immigrants of legal age in Illi-

nois to drive without passing tests to 
show they are qualified -- and most 
likely without automobile insurance. 
Opponents voiced concerns that the 
licenses could lead to fraud and abuse 
and said the measure should require 
fingerprints from applicants. Back-
ers argued that such a requirement 
would cost too much money and deter 
people who are fearful of having their 
fingerprints recorded in a federal da-
tabase. 

Under the legislation, Tempo-
rary Visitor Driver’s Licenses, already 
available for foreigners here legally, 
would also be available for illegal im-
migrants. Those licenses, renewable 
every three years, could not be used 
for other identification purposes, such 
as boarding a plane, buying a gun or 
voting. To be eligible for a license, a 
person would have to live in Illinois 
for at least a year, a provision that 
would require applicants to provide 
a copy of a lease, utility bills or other 
proof that they’ve been in the state. 

The bill’s passage quickly took 
on the political overtones of broader 
efforts to pass federal immigration 
reforms in Congress, with advocacy 
groups on both sides of that debate. 
Within an hour, the Washington-
based Federation for American Im-
migration Reform (FAIR) sent out an 
email alert that urged constituents na-
tionwide to phone Quinn’s office im-
mediately with a list of reasons that it 
should not be signed into law. 

One person said the state of Il-
linois should not be in the business 
to make it easier for people to violate 
federal immigration law. Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel said the bill’s passage should 
advance the argument for compre-
hensive federal immigration reform. 
(Chicago Tribune)

New laws affect immigrants

        Homeland Security Report
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By Marlene Kouba
North Dakota



Our negative trade balance im-
pacts our chances for economic re-
covery. One answer to equalize the 
playing trade playing field and lessen 
the national debt is a consumptive 
tax (i.e. value added tax). Michael 
Stumo of the Coalition for a Pros-
perous America (CPA) explains the 
consumptive tax in the following ar-
ticle:

Tax reform is discussed in terms 
of progressivity, gross revenue, com-
pliance and administrative costs. All 
are key factors.

But how does the U.S. tax system 
impact our trade deficit? The answer 
is “quite a lot”. And not in the ways 
you’ll hear from the talking heads.

The effective tax rate (different 
than the marginal tax rate, because 
it is the taxes actually paid) is quite 
low in the U.S. Our tax revenue as a 
percent of GDP is lower than other 
developed countries. This means 
that the marginal impact of lowering 
taxes in an absolute sense will have 
little impact on trade competitive-
ness.

But… comprehensive tax re-
form could have a big impact if we 
(1) added a consumption tax; (2) 
reduced other taxes; (3) maintained 
progressivity; and (4) maintained 
overall tax revenue.

Here’s why. The U.S. has dropped 
import tariffs for decades, gaining 
little revenue from imports. Other 
countries have dropped tariffs (in 

large part because of trade deals) 
BUT they then raised consumption 
taxes (like value added taxes) which 
are charged on imports. Consump-
tion taxes are charged on imports, 
and rebated/refunded on exports 
(because the consumption occurs 
somewhere else, not the home coun-
try). The net result is that the U.S. 
dropped import charges (via tariffs) 
and other countries did not drop 
import charges (because of con-
sumption tax hikes). The U.S. does 
not subsidize exports (because its 
WTO illegal) but foreign countries 
subsidize exports to the U.S. with 
consumption tax rebates (because its 
WTO legal).

Stated another way, (1) U.S. ex-
ports are double taxed: the prod-
ucts bear a 100 percent U.S. tax load 
PLUS a partial foreign tax load when 
the consumption tax is applied at the 
foreign border, and (2) foreign im-
ports to the U.S. bear only a partial 
tax load: they rebate the consump-
tion tax when exporting and the U.S. 
does not charge an import tax.

This is the biggest trade dis-
tortion in the world, from the U.S. 
perspective. The bilateral distor-
tion (adding the import and export 
effects on goods and services) is 
$500 billion. Bigger than any other 
trade hurdle we face. A CPA report 
showed that China gains a whopping 
20 percent of its national tax revenue 
by charging taxes on imports.

So why don’t we have “border 
adjustable” consumption taxes in the 
U.S.? (Border Adjustable means the 
tax is added to imports and refund-
ed on exports). Because (a) we just 
never have done it, (b) conservatives 
don’t want a new tax; and (c) liberals 

don’t like consumption tax progres-
sivity. The second and third reasons 
are easily dealt with… its just math, 
after all. And the first reason isn’t re-
ally a substantive reason.

Michael Graetz of Columbia 
University has developed a method 
of comprehensive tax reform that 
adds a consumption tax, reduces 
reliance on income taxes, retains 
progressivity, and retains the same 
revenue. Additional attractive ele-
ments are (1) 100 million (lower end 
income) people would no longer file 
tax returns; (2) we would SUBSTAN-
TIALLY increase trade competitive-
ness; (3) imports would pay a share 
of the taxes to support the society in 
which they sell and benefit from; (4) 
investment and savings would be in-
centivized.

While federal legislators are not 
openly clamoring for a consumption 
tax, CPA has found significant quiet 
support, including support in tax 
leadership positions. The so-called 
“fiscal cliff ” is transforming into a 
tax reform debate. The Congressio-
nal Budget Office, the Government 
Accountability Office and the Inter-
national Trade Commission have all 
conducted consumption tax studies 
in the last 30 years… though not di-
rectly on tax reform including both 
consumption and income taxes.

We, as a country, need to con-
sider the proper way to include a 
consumption tax to neutralize the 
biggest foreign trade unfairness we 
face. Perhaps now is the time.

End of Stumo article.  WIFE is 
a coalition member of CPA.  WIFE 
policy (Trade p.33 #11) supports 
transparency in export subsidies.
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     Trade Report   
Negative trade balance hinders economy

By Pam Potthoff
Nebraska
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In 2012, 67 percent of all corn 
planted was Bacillus thuringiensis 
(Bt) corn. Bt corn went commercial in 
2003 to help combat insects (Agweb.
com, 2012). 

Before seeds were developed with 
insecticides, rootworms cost farmers 
roughly $1 billion annually (Busi-
nessweek, 2013). Between 1996 and 
2009, it was estimated that the use of 
Bt corn had given farmers in the corn 
belt benefits equivalent to $7 billion 
(USDA, 2010). 

Bt is a bacterium that is naturally 
found in soil all over the globe. This 
bacterium produces proteins that kill 
insects like the rootworm. In order to 
be deadly, an insect must eat some of 
the poisonous proteins found in the 
roots of genetically modified Bt corn. 
Then the insect’s own enzymes ignite 
the toxin that eventually will kill them 
in two or three days (University of 
Minnesota Extension, 2008). 

There are four different types of 
rootworm: western corn rootworm, 
northern corn rootworm, Mexican 
corn rootworm, and southern corn 
rootworm (Agweb.com, 2012). Root-
worms become an issue after hatching 
from an egg. They start by feeding 
on root hairs or small roots. As they 
grow, rootworms will eat at the prima-
ry roots and tunnel in them (Colorado 
State University Extension, 2010). 
This creates a hindrance with the corn 
plant’s ability to draw water and nu-

trients from the soil (Businessweek, 
2013). 

In Iowa and Illinois rootworms 
have now grown resistant to Bt corn. 
There is speculation of rootworm re-
sistance in Wisconsin, Nebraska, Min-
nesota, and South Dakota too (Busi-
nessweek, 2013). Several reasons 
can account for resistant rootworms. 
One reason is that continuous corn 
acres encourage rootworm resistance 
through use of the same variety of Bt 
corn every year (Agweb.com, 2013; 
Agweb.com, 2012). 

Also, rootworms prefer to lay 
their eggs in moist areas. These lar-
vae will hatch the next year and begin 
eating at the plant. This prompts the 
idea that more pest management may 
be needed for irrigated versus non-ir-
rigated fields (Colorado State Univer-
sity Extension, 2010). 

Producers must also remember to 
put the recommended refuge in. For 
some Bt corn varieties, a refuge can 
be as little as planting 5 percent of 
your corn as non-Bt corn. If this ref-
uge is not in, it can add fuel to the fire 
by sending rootworms to neighbors’ 
fields instead of eliminating the prob-
lem altogether. Also, producers can 
apply an insecticide during pollina-
tion to kill the adult rootworm beetles 
which would reduce the amount of 
eggs laid (Agweb.com, 2012). 

Droughts also increase the dam-
age done by rootworms. Dry weather 
stresses the corn plant and does not 
allow its roots to fully mature. This 
creates a good environment for young 
rootworms to mature as they will have 
a large supply of small roots to feed 
on (Monsantoblog.com, 2012).

There are a couple of alternative 

management practices that can be 
employed to help combat this insect 
when used along with insecticides. 
First, you can rotate your crops as this 
is effective against most rootworms. 
Young rootworms must feed on corn 
roots, and they can only travel 10 to 
20 inches. So if this worm can’t find 
food, it will starve. 

In addition, rootworm beetles 
(adult rootworm) very rarely lay eggs 
in anything but corn fields. Second, 
you can plant your corn early. Early 
planted corn will pollinate before 
rootworms reach maturity (rootworm 
beetle). 

Pollen attracts rootworm beetles, 
so if the corn has already pollinated 
the beetle will not be as likely to lay 
eggs in your field. Moreover, early 
planted corn will have a developed 
root system when the larvae are hatch-
ing leaving them less to eat (Colorado 
State Extension, 2010). 

However, variants of the four 
common rootworms are now forming 
and causing problems with some of 
the rootworm solutions. For instance, 
a variant of the western corn root-
worm will lay eggs in soybean fields 
so that if the next rotation is corn it 
will end up hatching and eating corn 
roots. As a result, rotating your crops 
to soybeans may not help eradicate 
your rootworm problem. 

In addition, the variant of the 
northern corn rootworm can lay eggs 
that will not hatch for up to two to 
three years, making rotating crops not 
always an effective method for deal-
ing with rootworms (Agweb.com, 
2012). The main key is to find this 
pest early and take the necessary steps 
to try and eliminate this problem. 

Advances in technology combat 
insect damage in corn crops

               Feed Grains Report

By Janell Roe
Nebraska
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A farmer once said “Well, you never 
really stop thinking about what seed crop 
you will plant next time.  It’s just some-
thing you always have on your mind.”

 As we watch Marlene Kouba, former 
Energy Chair, move HER energy in an-
other direction, her  comment was, “Oh, 
I have many things to work on.  I always 
am thinking about other articles to write.”

 Enter this Energy Chairman. The 
world economy never stops “thinking 
“ about energy.  Energy topics ARE the 
news. North Dakota is the #1 economy in 
the United States.  Wind energy subsidies. 
Diesel fuel prices. Antiquated gasoline 
refineries. Communication energy back-
up supply.  Canadian oil sands. Fuel cells. 
Storage batteries.  Coal being shipped out 
of the U.S.  Coal fuel slow down in the U.S. 
The grid. Making electricity more mobile. 
World economy shifts. Oil exploration.  
Bakken.  Each aspect of energy is part of 
the world economy.

 They say thinking uses a lot of en-
ergy.  Here is  a cat story my mom heard 
in her media class when she returned to 
college as an adult for her masters degree. 

A classmate went home one evening 
and turned on the kitchen light, startling 
her cat on the kitchen counter.   Some-
thing in the look of the cat’s eyes made 
the person flip the light off, and then on 
again...as the cat seemed to be making a 
connection with  the “cause-and-effect” of 
the switch and the overhead light.  After 
several more on-off cycles, the cat fainted. 
The exertion of  seeing the wall switch af-
fect the light on the ceiling - well, it was 
overload for the cat.

I must say the whole realm of energy 
has me feeling a little faint as I see the 
enormity of what progress has done to us 
and for us.

The Montana Electric Cooperatives’ 
Association publishes Rural Montana 
magazine (www.mtco-ops.com).  A popu-

lar feature for the past two or three years 
has been “Electrifying Tales.”  Readers 
tell stories of when electricity came.  The 
main thought is that nothing is the same 
afterward.

And while I have been thinking of 
what to share with you in this issue of 
WIFEline, I’m tapping the words out on 
a computer. Heat, light, water, food, shel-
ter, communication, and transportation 
are all available  to us due to energy ex-
pended. Many are used without  too much 
thought until the energy source fails or we 
must think about the cost when we pay 
bills. Electricity is a major component of 
all these perks, or necessities, however 

you choose to look at them.
So, as we begin the uphill run to 

spring seeding here in Montana, I want 
to extend my thoughts out to you WIFE-
line readers and writers. One reason to 
“like” WIFE is because we  farm in a geo-
graphically diverse  farm communities.  
WIFEline articles are generally digested 
well, especially with a cuppa hot tea, cof-
fee, or soup made with energy, love, and 
care in our family farm homes.  Here’s an 
exhortation to skate through these next 
few months: progressing without faint-
ing; taking care to appreciate what helps 
we have because of being part of modern 
agriculture; and using our energy wisely.

Energy is an overwhelming topic
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       Energy Report

By Barbara Broberg
Montana

     
Today’s farmers have a troubling 

row to hoe: water woes (drought and ra-
tioning), profit-killing fuel costs, public 
fears over fertilizer, pesticides, and weed 
killer contamination, and the volatile 
world economy.  Happy, 2013!

University of Florida agronomist 
David Wright with the North Florida 
Research and Education Center located 
in Quincy, Fla., thinks he has the solu-
tion to a new and brighter farm forecast.  
The answer seems to be in a method of 
farming forgotten during the rise of big 
agribusiness farming.  This method was 
once commonplace throughout much 
of the United States and especially the 
South.  This method is rotating standard 
commodity crops, such as cotton and 
peanuts with pasture grass.

Bahiagrass seems to be the best 
choice for soybeans, peanuts, and cot-
ton.  Theses crops planted in fields re-
cently covered with Bahiagrass and 
grazing cattle give higher yields and 
fewer pest problems.  In the 60’s and 70’s 
when farmers practiced this method of 
farming, soybean farmers harvested 60 
bushels per acre, but today’s average is 
only 30 bushes per acre.

To make soil richer and more fer-
tile, Wright calls for an initial two year 
growth of Bahiagrass and grazing cattle 
after which the Bahia is killed off in the 
fall, replaced by a cover crop of oats 
and rye for wintering the cattle.  Then a 
spring planting of peanuts, followed by 
oats and rye in fall.  After that, cotton is 
planted in the same field in May.  After 
harvest, fields are again sown with oats, 
rye, and Bahia   Late spring sees cattle 
grazing Bahia covered field, and rotation 
cycle begins again.

The peanut yield averaged more 

New rotations used

    Specialty Crops 
    Report

By Jacqulyn Sistrunk
Alabama

Continued on Page 8



      Sugar Report

I hope 2013 will be a successful 
year for everyone. Lawmakers have to 
concentrate on helping this nation by 
implementing a reasonable Farm Bill. 
Our lawmakers in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives extended the 
2008 Farm Bill until September 30, 
2013, for all programs which contained 
baseline. The 37 programs which did 
not contain baseline funding were not 
extended. Those programs not extend-
ed include the energy title and livestock 
disaster programs. Please bear in mind 
the disaster program ended  in 2011. 

Drought has been persisting in a 
majority of United States Corn Belt as 
well as other major crop producing ar-
eas of the nation. The dry weather pat-
tern will continue in 2013, according to 
the AgDay weather report. On January 
10, 2013, USDA announced the first di-
saster declarations for 597 counties in 
14 states as primary natural disaster ar-
eas due to drought and heat, making all 

qualified farm operators in the areas eli-
gible for low-interest emergency loans. 

The 597 counties have shown a 
drought intensity value of at least D2 
(Drought Severe) for eight consecutive 
weeks based on U.S. Drought Monitor 
measurements, providing for an auto-
matic designation. 

The Drought Monitor is produced 
in partnership by USDA, the National 
Drought Mitigation Center at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

On January 11, 2013, USDA gave its 
crop production report. The 2012 corn 
production was 23.8 billion bushels or 
123.4 bushels per acre, which is down 
10.8 billion bushels.  Bean production 
was lower. Hay production is at its low-
est level since 1964. Wheat production 
is up 1 percent to 41.8 million bushels.  
Crop insurance has paid a record high 
$10.7 billion, and half has been for corn 
crop losses.

American sugar cane, sugar beet 
and corn sweetener producers and the 
world are facing a sugar market over-
supply. Under the North America Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 420,000 
tons of sugar were imported to the 

United States. The market for the raw 
and refined sugar has collapsed. Since 
last summer sugar price has dropped 
over 40 percent (32 cents). It is almost 
close to the dumped sugar price of 28 
cent at world market. 

America needs her farmers; they 
are the backbone of this country. We 
have 87 new members in the House and 
15 in the Senate. We must work hard to 
educate them.

Sugar policy operates at no cost to 
the taxpayers. There is no subsidy check 
issued for sugar beet and cane farmers 
in this country. The program gives au-
thority to regulate the import quota to 
the Secretary of Agriculture. U.S. sugar 
policy is the main reason that prices 
have remained so affordable.  

The farmer’s cost of production has 
been escalating and, as every farmer 
knows, the high cost of fertilizer and 
fuel is mind-boggling. The commodity 
market is experiencing higher prices as 
well.   

I would like to leave you with Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s statement, “The 
farmer is the only man in our economy 
who buys everything at retail, sells ev-
erything at wholesale, and pays the 
freight both ways.” 

Drought persists in the new year

By Klodette Stroh
Wyoming

than 4,000 pounds per acre.  The follow-
ing years cotton crop produced 1,000 
pounds per acre.  Hence, showing crop 
yields boosted by 50 percent  The soil had 
a natural ability to fight off nematodes 
and other pests.  The dense root mass of 
Bahia grass controls weeds, as well as, 
adding enormous amounts of organic 
matter to the soil.  Bahia grass also pre-
vents erosion from wind and water.

Bahia roots penetrate hardpan and 

bare up to six feet deep opening soil to 
communities of earthworms to trans-
form even worn-out soils into thick lay-
ers of organic material which holds water 
to roots where needed.  Bahia sod-rota-
tion needs only half the water of conven-
tional farming.

University of Florida, University of 
Georgia and Auburn University have lo-
cal farmers who have proved this theo-
ry.  Now if today’s farmers return to sod 
based rotation, it may very well be the 
wave of the future.

New rotations prove beneficial
Continued from Page 7
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I have seen information about them 
in the newspaper and heard about them 
on TV. Health care exchanges are in the 
news, but what are they? Below I will 
share more information on these ex-
changes and the part they could play in 
our lives. 

Health Care Exchanges are being 
compared to websites such as Traveloc-
ity or Orbitz, but they’ll be set up for 
you to buy health insurance rather than 
book travel and hotels. Starting January 
1, 2014, those who want to buy private 
health insurance for themselves and 
their families will be able to use these 
exchanges to find better deals. Instead 
of searching individually for an insurer, 
you’ll be able to use the exchange to 
choose a private plan from a menu of 
options. Plans cannot refuse to sell you 
a policy and must comply with the new 
consumer protections. Insurance plans 
will vary — from generous to modest — 
but each plan must include basic, com-
prehensive medical coverage and pre-
scription drug benefits. 

As with the online travel services, 
you’ll be able to compare the plans’ costs 
and benefits head-to-head online. What 
policies will cost is not yet known, but 
there will be annual limits on how much 
you have to spend on your deductible 
and co-pays. Subsidies or tax credits will 
be available if you have a low or moder-
ate income. 

Exchanges will serve primarily in-
dividuals buying insurance on their own 
and small businesses with up to 100 
employees, though states can choose to 
include larger employers in the future. 
States are expected to establish exchang-

es -- which can be a government agency 
or a non-profit organization -- with the 
federal government stepping in if a state 
does not set them up. States can create 
multiple exchanges as long as only one 
serves each geographic area and can 
work together to form regional exchang-
es. 

The federal government will offer 
technical assistance to help states set 
up exchanges. The federal government 
has approved 20 states to run health ex-
change programs that were authorized 
by the 2010 federal health care law. The 
most recently approved states that will 
run their own exchanges are California, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Vermont and Utah. Arkansas will partner 
with the federal government for its ex-
change. 

Although states with Republican 
governors have fought the law, four of 
them -- Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico and 
Utah -- have created the exchanges.  

“I do think at lot of eyes are on 
Utah,” said Cheryl Smith, a director at 
Leavitt Partners, which advises states on 
how to create exchanges. Utah has had 
its own exchange since 2006. 

To show their disapproval of the 
health care law, the majority of Republi-
can-run states have not created exchang-
es. Some conservative groups, such as 
the American Legislative Exchange 
Council, say the exchanges forces the 
states to give up insurance regulation and 
advise states to rebel against the law by 
refusing to take federal money to create 
the exchanges. 

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebel-
ius said residents of all 50 states would 
have access to a new marketplace in 10 
months. Those who live in areas without 
a state-run exchange will be able to use 
the federal exchange. Utah plans to keep 
working with HHS, and negotiations for 
a final plan are ongoing, Smith said. The 
conditional approval may also reassure 
other Republican-run states who feared 
that “if Utah can’t get it done, then it’s 
hopeless for us,” she said. 

“No matter what states say about 
their independence running the exchang-
es, HHS will still control them,” Can-
non said. That’s because HHS has final 
say over implementation. Arguments to 
the contrary, he said, are “just a smoke 
screen to get the states to do the heavy 
lifting on the exchanges.” 

“Not so,” said Jay Angoff, who 
was the first HHS official to oversee the 
implementation of the state exchanges. 
Utah, Angoff said, is a litmus test for 
future cases. Although Utah’s exchange 
had differences with federal law, the 
state’s latest proposal complies with 
HHS rules in ways it had not previously. 
It requires insurers to post four levels of 
insurance plans so consumers can easily 
compare benefits and costs and also re-
quires insurers to follow federal pricing 
rules. 

The Utah exchange, called Avenue 
H, now serves small businesses and not 
individuals, as is required by federal law. 

“The application seems to indicate 
that Utah is willing to change those 
things, and that’s a big step,” Angoff 
said. The state has until Feb. 1 to submit 
a more detailed plan showing it complies 
with the federal law. 

“Republicans who are against ‘big 
government,’ such as those in the Tea 
Party, do not want to participate in what 
is seen as a federal health plan,” Angoff 
said, but insurance companies want the 
states to build their own exchanges be-
cause they believe the states will be 
softer on the industry than the federal 
government will. And consultants, such 
as the Utah-based Leavitt Partners, stand 
to benefit financially if they can sell their 
services to more states. 

“Ultimately,” Angoff said, “more 
federal-run exchanges could be a boon 
for consumers because it would force in-
surers to compete on their prices and to 
standardize their benefits, keeping costs 
down and making it easier for people to 
compare plans. They’re going to be up 
and running in October, regardless of 
who’s running them,” Angoff said.
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     Rural Life Report   
Health care exchanges explained
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By Donna Bolz
Nebraska



Mountain States Legal Foundation, 
Arizona Cattlegrowers (ACGA), Public 
Lands Council (PLC) and several Ari-
zona ranchers stepped up to the plate 
against a radical anti-grazing environ-
mental group, Western Watersheds Proj-
ect (WWP), and received a favorable 
court decision to allow grazing to con-
tinue on seven allotments in Arizona.

PLC Executive Director Dustin Van 
Liew and Patrick Bray, Executive Direc-
tor of ACGA, both agreed that this was 
a major win for the livestock industry, 
which depends on efficiencies granted 
under the NEPA “categorical exclusions” 
provisions and subsequent appropria-
tions language for timely authorization 
of grazing.   U.S. District Judge Neil V. 
Wake ruled in favor of the USFS decision 
on seven of the allotments and requested 
the party to submit proposed forms of 
judgment by early January.

Another win for us includes the 
EPA to stand back and retain the current 
dust standards.  We also were success-
ful in pushing back on the Department 
of Labor’s proposed rule on regulations 
to limit on farm labor by our youth.  We 
also got relief from the CDL and hours 
of service regulations.  Defeating the at-
tempt to criminalize hauling of horses on 
double deck trailers was also a victory. 
We all should be proactive in the trade 
agreements so we protect our  markets in 
world trade global markets. We need to 
be involved on every level.

The greatest problem for many is the 
listing for Critical Habitat for the jaguar 
in Arizona and New Mexico.

This listing and control mechanisms 
will have an effect on border security as 
well as ranching and farming businesses 

in the area.
The next one is the increased habi-

tat for the Black Tailed Prairie Dog. This 
will impact 12 states including, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
North and South Dakota and  Montana.  

New rules will  also impact all property 
in the area. Please call your congressmen 
and women and ask that they intervene 
to stop this initiative from ever going 
into effect.  This will create more job loss 
and loss of control over private property 
rights.

By Mary Ann Sheppard
National Membership Chair

Did you forget to mail your dues to 
your state treasurer or to your national 
treasurer? In February, if your dues are 
not paid, the WIFEline will stop coming 
to your mailbox. I am sure you do not 
want that to happen. The WIFEline is 
a very informative paper that gives you 
up to date information on the different 
commodities and the latest information 
on agriculture. 

You can make a difference by being 
involved in WIFE. You can have a voice 

in agriculture policy that affects your 
livelihood.

I challenge every state president to 
work with their chapter’s membership 
chair to have a contest within their state 
to get new members and to get those 
who have not paid their dues to join and 
work together for agriculture. By 2025, 
the population is expected to increase 
by millions of people. Who is going to 
feed them? You are: the American farm-
er. This is important for you and your 
children to stay on the land and produce 
food to feed this nation. That is why you 
need to be a member of WIFE.

Producers are victorious 
over environmental groups 

        Beef Report

By Sue Krentz
Arizona
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Late Breaking News….Nebraska’s 
Governor Dave Heineman notified the 
Obama Admistration that he has ap-
proved an alternate route for the Key-
stone XL Pipeline to cross his state.  
Governor Heineman notified President 
Obama and Secretary of State Clinton in 
a letter, stating, “The construction and 
operation of the proposed Keystone XL 
Pipeline with the mitigation and com-
mitments from Keystone would have 
minimal environmental impacts in Ne-
braska.”  The new route would avoid the 
sensitive Sand Hills Region.  Although 
it would still cross a vital aquifer, the 
Governor expressed confidence that 
enough protections were in place to al-
low the pipeline to move forward.  

There are still hurdles to overcome, 
but this has been one that the President 
has used to prevent the pipeline from 
moving forward.  It now has put the 
President in a difficult political spot.   

A hurdle that must be overcome is 
that the pipeline will cross the U.S.-Can-
ada border.  Russ Girling, CEO of pipe-
line developer TransCanada, is urging 
the Obama Administration to green-light 
the project so that it can move forward.  
Consequently it may be only a minor 
hurdle. House Speaker John Boehner 
has already voiced approval of the pipe-
line.  The American Petroleum Institute 
said the Nebraska decision cleared a ma-
jor hurdle. The Nebraska approval will/
should give the President the confidence 
that the remaining environmental con-
cerns have been addressed.  

“The Keystone X Pipeline is the 
most studied cross-border pipeline ever 
proposed and it remains in America’s 
national interests to approve a pipeline 

that will have a minimal impact on the 
environment,” Girling said.  

GMOs are a hotly debated topic.  
The Washington State Legislature is 
expected to address the issue of requir-
ing genetically engineered food to be 
labeled and will be on the agenda of 
the 2013 Legislative Session. An initia-
tive has been submitted that will force 
lawmakers to address the issue or send 
it to a vote of the people in November 
2013.  A California’s initiative that was 
on the ballot in November 2012 was de-
feated 53 percent to 47 percent,  Food 
and Agriculture companies opposed to 
the labeling measure spent more than 
$40 million in advertising claiming the 
initiative would raise food costs and hurt 
farmers.

GMOs are not understood by co-
sumers. As one newspaper article stated, 
“The more consumers know about what 
they are buying, the better, right?”  They 
go on to say that “unfortunately, there’s 
not much education going on in I-522 
(Washington State initiative) campaign 
which doesn’t even seem to understand 
what GMOs are.” 

Definitions on the initiative’s spon-
sors website are portraying that GMOs 
are some kind of Frankenstein science 
that once prompted a group of environ-
mental activists to firebomb the Univer-
sity of Washington’s Center for Urban 
Horticulture. The fact is that GMOs 
aren’t necessarily mixing DNA from 
unrelated species but the combining de-
sirable traits from different varieties of 
the same species. Wheat is a good ex-
ample. One variety might withstand ex-
treme temperatures or carry a resistance 
to insects. Another could have high 
yields.  Inserting the gene responsible 
for one trait into the DNA of a strain 
that has proved valuable for other rea-
sons is commonly done by traditional 
crossbreeding, but it could also be done 
by genetic engineering by scientists.  As 
long as I can remember cross breeding 
in livestock has been done to produce 

more and a better quality of meat.
Genetic modification technology is 

not either good or bad.  It’s all in how 
it is used. The public needs to know the 
pros and cons of genetically engineer-
ing.  But the precise way the technology 
has been used can’t fit on a label which 
makes labeling a real challenge. 

Consumers misunderstand GMOs

          Report
Water, Private Property,
Natural Resources, and
Endangered Species

By Alice Parker
Washington
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The 2011 Miss America, Teresa 
Scanlan, continues her promotion 
of America agriculture and the pro-
ducers who farm the land. Scanlan 
has become a strategic partner for 
the “Great America Wheat Harvest” 
documentary film currently under 
development. 

Earlier this year, she filmed a 
public service announcement to help 
recruit interest in sponsorship and 
create awareness for the story of con-
necting consumers to North Amer-
ica’s wheat growers and custom har-

vesters. She believes that agriculture 
is the lifeblood of an economy and the 
backbone of society. 

“Being able to represent the 
people in agriculture has been an in-
credible thing to me and I hope we 
can continue to close the generation 
gap, connect producers and consum-
ers, and make more communications 
readily available and accessible,” she 
said. 

The Great American Wheat Har-
vest is currently in production and is 
scheduled to debut in the spring of 
2014. Visit the website at www.greata-
mericanwheatharvest.com to see how 
you can help contribute to the devel-
opment of telling this vital story.

USDA scientists working as part 
of an international team have com-
pleted a shotgun sequencing of the 

wheat genome, as reported by a paper 
published in the journal Nature. The 
achievement is expected to increase 
wheat yields, help feed the world, and 
speed up development of wheat vari-
eties with enhanced nutritional value. 

By unlocking the genetic secrets 
of wheat, this study and others like it 
gives us the molecular tools necessary 
to improve wheat traits and allow our 
farmers to produce yields sufficient to 
feed growing populations in the Unit-
ed States and overseas. 

Genetics provide us with impor-
tant methods that not only increase 
yields but also address the ever chang-
ing threats agriculture faces from nat-
ural pests, crop diseases and changing 
climates. 

Grown on more land area than 
any other commercial crop, wheat 
is the world’s most important staple 
food, and its improvement has vast 
implications for global food security. 
The work to complete the shotgun 
sequencing of the wheat genome will 
help to improve programs on breed-
ing and adaptation in Asia and Sub 
Saharan Africa for wheat crops that 
could be drought tolerant and resis-
tant to weeds, pests, and diseases.

Wheat futures rose the most since 
November after the January 11 crop 
reports said stockpiles will be lower 
than analysts expected and that less 
winter grain was planted than fore-
cast. 

Also, winter wheat conditions are 
not as favorable as last year for the 
Plains states that provide data about 
current crop conditions. Montana is 
not much different than last year with 
only 8 percent of the crop rated poor 
to very poor and 40 percent rated 
good to excellent. 

Documentary tells harvest story

        Cereal Grains Report

By Jean Wach
Nebraska
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FAED

Foundation for Agriculture Education 
and Development seeks applicants

The Foundation for Agriculture Education and Development  (FAED) is 
seeking to help fund your project.

If interested in a $500 or less grant (in 2 $250 parts), submit an applica-
tion by May 30, 2013. The application should include:

• Title of Project
• Date of project
• Description of project
• Who will participate
• Rough budget of project
After the completion of the project, the committee will need the report 

of the project including who participated, costs, and the residual effect of 
the project.

Three grants can be awarded. For more information, contact Barbara 
Broberg, FAED Grant Chairman, by e-mail at bbbroberg@juno.com.



BNSF had proposed an increase on 
wheat rates to the tune of $100 per car 
before the end of 2012. Thank goodness 
it didn’t happen because of the joined 
forces of Alliance for Rail Competition 

and several Wheat and Barley Commis-
sions who voiced their strong rebuttal in 
STB Ex Parte No.715.

The BNSF had intentions of rate in-
creases scheduled for January 3, 2013, 
effective January 5, 2013, and they did 
an about face rescinding its increased 
rate  and reverted back to the rates that 
were in effect December 31, 2012. This 
policy is beneficial to captive shippers, 
but for how long?

The point being made was that the 

rate regulation as it exists today provides 
no effective relief, which is the same 
thing as providing no relief for  thou-
sands of captive shippers. Today captive 
shippers pay rates well above 180 per-
cent of variable costs and cannot afford 
to protest rate increases.

Agricultural commodity shippers 
have limited recourses and big railroads 
are encouraged to charge the most and 
do the least for these captive shipper cus-
tomers.

BNSF attempt to increase rates fails

        Transportation Report   

By Pat Torgerson
Montana

of 2013 and the amounts revert to $25,000 
and $200,000, respectively.  

 • Bonus depreciation.  Under current 
law, businesses are allowed to recover the 
cost of capital expenditures over time ac-
cording to a depreciation schedule.  For 
2008 through 2010, Congress allowed busi-
nesses to take an additional depreciation 
deduction allowance equal to 50 percent of 
the cost of the depreciable property.  The 
TRUIRJCA expanded this provision to al-
low 100 percent bonus depreciation for in-
vestments placed in service after September 
8, 2010 and before 2012 and 50 percent bo-
nus depreciation for investments placed in 
service during 2012.  This provision would 
extend the current 50 percent expensing 
provision for qualifying property purchased 
and placed in service before January 1, 
2014 (before January 1, 2015 for certain 
longer-lived and transportation assets) and 
also allow taxpayers to elect to accelerate 
some AMT credits in lieu of bonus depre-
ciation.  This provision also decouples bo-
nus deprecation from allocation of contract 
costs under the percentage of completion 
accounting method rules for assets with a 
depreciable life of seven years or less that 
are placed in service in 2013. For regulated 
utilities, the provision clarifies that it is a 
violation of the normalization rules to as-
sume a bonus depreciation benefit for rate-
making purposes when a utility has elected 
not to take bonus depreciation.

 • Permanently extend the capital 

gains and dividend rates.  Under current 
law, the capital gains and dividend rates 
for taxpayers below the 25 percent bracket 
is equal to zero percent.  For those in the 
25 percent bracket and above, the capital 
gains and dividend rates are currently 15 
percent.  These rates expire at the end of 
2012.  Upon expiration, the rates for capital 
gains become 10 and 20 percent, respec-
tively, and dividends are subject to the or-
dinary income rates.  The bill extends the 
current capital gains and dividends rates on 
income at or below $400,000 (individual 
filers), $425,000 (heads of households) and 
$450,000 (married filing jointly) for taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2012.  
For income in excess of $400,000 (individ-
ual filers), $425,000 (heads of households) 
and $450,000 (married filing jointly), the 
rate for both capital gains and dividends 
will be 20 percent.

 • Farm Bill. The 2008 Farm Bill is ex-
tended until September 30, 2013 for all pro-
grams which contained baseline. The thir-
ty-seven programs which did not contain 
baseline funding were not extended. Those 
programs not extended include the energy 
title and livestock disaster programs. The 
legislation extends current commodity pro-
grams for the 2013 crop year, including di-
rect payments. The provisions postpone any 
issues with milk or other commodities fall-
ing under the 1949 permanent law. 

 Disaster programs were authorized in 
the bill, but not with any mandatory fund-
ing. The one exception is the Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Program which was 

not reauthorized. Those programs include: 
• $80 million for livestock indemnity 

payments
• $400 million for the livestock forage as-

sistance program
• $50 million for emergency assistance 

for livestock, honeybees and fish farm-
ers. 

• $20 million for the tree assistance pro-
gram 
 Conservation Reserve Program is 

maintained at the same level of 32 million 
acres. Programs such as the Grassland Re-
serve Program and Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram are not reauthorized. 

The programs in the energy title were 
extended without mandatory funding, 
meaning any funding for these programs 
would have to come through the appropria-
tions process. Research, horticulture and 
beginning farmer and rancher programs 
also were authorized with discretionary 
funding:
• Beginning Farmer and Rancher Devel-

opment Program was authorized for $30 
million in 2013

• Organic Ag Research and Extension, 
$25 million

• Specialty Crop Research Initiative, 
$100 million

• Farmers Market Promotion Program, 
$10 million

• National Organic Certification Cost-
Share, $22 million

• Outreach and Technical Assistance for 
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and 
Ranchers, $20 million.
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Congress continues work on the new Farm Bill
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Phone: (406) 365-4133
Registration: $50
Make checks payable to: Women Involved in Farm Economics

Member Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________ City: __________________ State: ___ Zip: ________

Phone: ___________________  E-mail: ___________________________________________________

National Position: (specify) _____________________________________________________________

Please check all that apply:    State President ( )      BOD Delegate ( )      Member ( )      Guest ( ) 

Check if roommate needed ( ) Special diet required:__________________________________________
Do you want to tour to the Ford Theatre on Sunday afternoon at the cost of $10?  Yes (  ) No (  )

Hotel Reservation Deadline
February 13, 2012
Holiday Inn Capitol
550 C Street SW
Washington, D.C., 20044
Phone: (202) 479-4000  Toll Free: (800) 465-4329 
Fax: (202) 488-4627
ROOM BLOCK CODE: W9M
Room Rates: $224 plus 14.5 percent tax 


