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The keynote presenter on the first 
morning of the 2012 36th Annual Na-
tional WIFE Convention held in Bis-
marck, ND, at the Doublewood Con-
vention Center was Randi Schaeffer. 
She presented “Let’s Just Blow Bubbles,” 
a workshop for all adults who strive to 
keep the spirit of childhood alive inside 
their hearts. 

Randi reintroduced WIFE Conven-
tion attendees (including several HOWs)  
to someone very special, yet long forgot-
ten: their inner child (the spirit within). 
She led the audience through a fun and 
fascinating process of rediscovering their 
youthful selves. Some of her key points 
included:
•	 When was the last time you just 

played?
•	 When was the last time you did the 

“Chicken Dance?” She reminded us 
that at North Dakota weddings they 
always play the chicken dance, and it 
always has the whole crowd up and 
dancing, young and old alike!

•	 You can actually get more out of life 
by taking it a little less seriously.

•	 Learn to utilize your sense of self.
•	 Recognize the importance of curios-

ity.
•	 Recognize the importance of being 

different.
•	 Bring to life your sense of play, joy, 

and laughter.
•	 Learn to respond to events that 

bring your inner child to life.
•	 Understand the importance of 

learning something new every day.
•	 Identify something to look forward 

to in your life every day.
Those listening received a handout, 

a bebopper headset, hologram glass-
es, a bottle of bubbles (which she said 
were the last batch of bubbles made by 
Tootsie Toy Made in America), and vari-
ous stress toys as prizes for any and all 
audience participation in her childhood 
themed trivia questions.  

The session a great way to start the 
convention, and fun was had by all. Even 
the HOWs had their bebopper headsets 
on by the mid-way point of her invigo-
rating and joyful presentation!

Keynote speaker kicks off convention with fun

Randi Schaeffer kicked off the National Convention.

www.wifeline.com

WIFE members (from left) Jean Wach, Dianna Reed, and Sue Krentz put on their rainbow glasses.



By Barbara Broberg

On Friday, Nov. 16, WIFE and HOW 
went east to Richardton, ND.  This is  Deb 
Dressler’s home territory.  This is what we 
saw.

St. Mary’s Church
The first stop was St. Mary’s Church. 

Montana WIFE had seen the twin steeple 
towers from I-94 on the 
way  east to Bismarck and 
remarked on it.  The view 
from the Interstate go-
ing west is now partially  
blocked by an ethanol 
plant. Assumption Abbey 
is  part of the church com-
plex (not all that complex- 
it is 10 buildings including 
the new boiler  which was 
replaced in an old build-
ing). 

A Benedictine monk 
was gracious to show us 
the church and parts of the 
monastery. We sat where 
monks sit in worship. We 
looked at the full prairie  vista out full 
windows in the 100 person dining room. 

We went to the gift shop with  items avail-
able from places worldwide. Proceeds 
help  others to work up another source of 
revenue in far flung places. But you had 
to be there to purchase-no Internet sales. 
California wine, associated with monks, 
was available for tasting or purchase.  

The cellar was cool and stony. For 
those WIFE members who wanted to 

know more, informa-
tion can be found at 
www.marychurch.org; 
parish@marychurch.
org; or  www.assump-
tionabbey.com. The 
decision was made 
two years ago to go 
Facebook and other-
wise social media, like 
WIFE has chosen to 
do, “movin’ with the 
times.”

AmberWaves, Inc.
The second stop 

was AmberWaves, Inc. 
They build hopper bot-

tom steel bins, epoxy coated inside if nec-
essary. The business makes it possible to 

just roll some steel 
out, cut, tack, ma-
nipulate and weld 
it together. They 
started making a 
slightly different 
kind of tank for 
the oil fracturing 
industry. Their 
product makes it 
possible to add 
on to your shop as 
needed. 

S p e c i a l t y 
trucks are busy 
hauling and set-
ting up these 
things all over 
(you don’t have 
time to get your 
coat on before the 

bin is standing upright).  And there you 
have it: hometown industry. If you visit 
www.amberwavesinc.com, the electronic 
link is at the bottom of this website. In a 
back room, there is electronics going on. 
They are making those funny hard com-
puter insides with bumps and pins and 
soldering looking stuff.   This was clarified 
a little.  I bet you never saw a machine like 
we did before!  Give them your idea, or 
talk, or go to  www.awielectronics.com. 
Fascinating.

 
Stone Mill, Inc.

The third stop was the world’s largest 
siting of AmberWaves bins at Stone Mill, 
Inc. This is AmberWaves’ sister (their 
dad is an idea man, with hard working 
motivated kids!). Flax has become a spe-
cialty at Stone Mill, sourcing, cleaning, 
seed processing, bagging, and marketing, 
both brown and gold flax. This may well 
be the flax you have purchased at home. 
Feed and textiles become part of the flax 
“food” chain.  This was a very clean facili-
ty.  Trucks hauling even bagged StoneMill 
products (pulse crops can be handled here 
as well) must meet rigorous standards. We 
were given a bag of large clean flax.  It is a 
beautiful product.

 
Dinner

Then we were taken to a diner in 
Richardton.  Our German meal was spon-
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WIFE members enjoy tours in North Dakota

Continued on Page 7

The Electronics room at AmberWaves was intriguing.

A monk from St. Mary’s spoke to WIFE.

A gravity grain bin in production is explained at AmberWaves.



By Linda Newman, MT
National WIFE Vice President-Elect

WIFE members heard from many 
speakers at the National Convention in 
Bismarck, ND. Katie Pinke of the North 
Dakota Department of Agriculture spoke 
about using social media to get our mes-
sage out to the consumers. She listed-
some major points in using facebook, 
Twitter, You Tube, blogs, and google:
•	 Use “Family Farmers” instead of “Ag-

riculture”, as consumers think “Big 
Ag” and the average consumer is not 
interested in feeding the world!

•	 48 percent of the 18-34 age group log 
on to facebook every morning!

•	 Americans spend 3 hours a day on-
line and 1 hour on facebook.

•	 Four billion videos are watched every 
day on You Tube.

•	 You Tube is the number two search 
engine after google.

On Friday morning, election of of-
ficers took place. 

National Officers for 2013 
•	 President—Ruth Laribee, New York 
•	 V-Pres.—Linda Newman, Montana 
•	 Secretary—Sheila Massey, New Mex-

ico 
•	 Treasurer—Shana Baisch, Montana 
•	 Director, Area 1—Mary Ellen Cam-

mack, South Dakota 
•	 Director, Area 2—Cathy Scherler, 

Colorado

Commodity/Topic Chairmen
•	 Beef—Sue Krentz, New Mexico
•	 Cereal Grains—Jean Wach, Nebraska
•	 Energy—Barb Broberg, Montana
•	 Specialty Crops—Jackie Sistrunk, 

Alabama
•	 Nat. Resources, Private Property, Wa-

ter, Endangered Species—Alice Park-
er, Washington

•	 Sheep/Goats—Gwen Cassel, New 
York

•	 Rural Life—Donna Bolz, Nebraska
•	 Sugar—Klodette Stroh, Wyoming

•	 Trade—Pam Pothoff, Nebraska
•	 Transportation—Pat Torgerson, 

Montana
•	 Feed Grains—Janelle Roe, Nebraska

Saturday was the main business 
meeting. We concluded the convention 
with the Banquet. The speaker was Ryan 
Taylor, who was a cowboy senator who 
ran for governor and lost the race right 
before convention. He does rope tricks 
and the message of his presentation was 
the importance of having good people in 
your “loop”!

Ross Glass was the very entertaining 
auctioneer and made the auction a great 
success! After everything was sold, he 
launched another auction selling nothing 
(which brought in another $130!).

National Convention News
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WIFE elects new leadership and topic chairs

Katie Pinke, ND Dept. of Agriculture

Darin Jantzi, State Directo, ND Field Office of NASS

 Vicki Steiner, ND Oil and Gas Producing Counties

In Memory
Frances E. (Johnston) Grant, age 

84 of Sidney, passed away Thursday, 
October 25, 2012. Frances was born 
in Sidney on September 6, 1928, to 
Frederick William and Anna Flor-
ence (Stack) Johnston. The family 
resided on a farm east of Dalton and 
raised dry land corn, wheat and fed 
cattle. She married Martin F. Grant of 
Chappell, NE. on October 21, 1950. 
For the next 36 years, she acted as a 
wife/partner to her husband and a 
mother to their nine children. 

In 1976 Fran co-founded the 
national organization of Women 
Involved in Farm Economics with 
Marilyn Spiker. Frances is survived 
by nine children, 21 grandchildren, 
1 great-grandchild and husband 

Thomas O’Connell. 

Senator Ryan Taylor shows how important it is to 
have good people in your loop.



Rural Health,
Farm Finanace,
and Communications

By Marlene Kouba
Energy Chair

To help inform members about the 
increased energy activity in North Dakota, 
a panel from four different walks of life 
participated in an Energy Panel during the 
National WIFE convention in Bismarck on 
Nov. 15.  

Public Service Commissioner Bonnie 
Fetch said they check all phases of electric-
ity. There is a proposed $2.2 million coal 
plant planned in western North Dakota. 
There are plans to increase electricity. Elec-
tric transmission development includes new 
lines to export energy to Minnesota by 2019, 
and they are working on future grid plans. 
Pipelines carry anything liquid and one for 
$1.5 is under construction. Two more wind 
farms are under construction. 

The oil boom started in 2005. Oil/gas 
pipelines are critical and a big concern, but 
the industry needs to find the safest way 
possible. The commission does not regulate 
cooperative or consumer rates. The state has 
only surface coal mines. 

Reclamation laws were passed in 1970 
and vacated mines are returned to produc-
tive land. Regulation of elevators is en-
forced to help farmers. She was appointed 
in July to complete a vacant term. The board 
has three commissioners.

Mary Klecker Green works for Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative that has over 
2,050 employees. Basin serves nine states 
with 2.8 million customers. They are not-
for-profit and provide service as inexpen-
sively as possible.  It has grassroots control. 
In 2003, 81 percent of power came from 
coal. In 2012 it was 59 percent plus 15 per-
cent from renewable fuels.  A new coal gen-
eration plant is near Gillette, Wyo. --costing 
$1.3 billion, it started in November 2011. 
There is a new natural gas generation plant 
near Brookings, SD. Two new power plants 
are under construction in the Bakken area 
in ND. 

Vicky Steiner, a legislator who also 
works for the North Dakota Oil and Gas 
Producing Counties, said the state has 18 
counties producing oil. Wells cost $3 mil-
lion and need two million gallons of water 

and sand. She presented maps showing lo-
cation of wells, pipelines and rail. County 
road construction cost $142 million in 2011 
and $521 million in 2012. About $228 
million will be spent on state highways in 
2011-2013. Fly ash is now being used in 
new ways. New people impact local ser-
vices. No childcare means no help in busi-
nesses, cafes, stores.

Bob Harms was from the North Dakota 
Department of Mineral Resources.  The 
U.S. has five percent of population but uses 
25 percent of the oil in the world. Prices 
fluctuate due to global market. The Bakken 
has about four billion barrels of recoverable 
oil but we might get seven percent. North 
Dakota has 7138 wells and they could last 
30 years. 

Wells are on 1280-acre spacing and 
each needs 1100 trucks. Fracking uses three 
million gallons of water per well or about 
one-tenth of one percent of the amount of 
water that goes by Bismarck daily in the 
Missouri River. 

About 25 percent of U.S. rigs are now 
in North Dakota. He had pictures that ex-
plained how fracking is done. If we had 
5,000 wells they would only take one inch 
from Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam).  
Fracking additives are 99.5 percent water 
and sand while most of the other chemicals 
can be found in most households. State tax 
revenue in 2011 was $1.3 billion and it will 
be $3 billion for the biennium from oil and 
gas. The economic impact of oil is $12.6 
billion, coal is $3 billion and wheat is $3.6 
billion. Wisconsin has 50 frack-sand mines 
ready for North Dakota. Markets and gov-
ernment policy are issues now.   
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Bob Harms shows a slide of the Bakken Oil Develop-
ment plan for the Energy Panel.

By Pat Torgerson
Transportation Chair

Transportation of agricultural prod-
ucts by rail is a very complicated issue. 
It involves sharing of tracks with coal, 
oil, stacked intermodal canisters, freight, 
grain, passenger, and mailcar services.

I’ve been researching freight rates on 
some of these rail services, but I hit stone 
walls because rate information is not avail-
able to the public because most of it is 
done through private contract. However, 
I’ve learned a lot through my research con-
versations. I’ve been assured that grain cars 
have been on time, extra cars available the 
past five years, and BNSF has not received 
any complaints from elevators needing 
more cars.  BNSF is very aware of the in-
creased coal and oil trains on its northern 
tracks, and it is investing millions of dol-
lars into improving and increasing its rail 
services.

With their “Positive Train Control 
Plan,” BNSF will be able to better control 

possible bottle neck areas, such as North 
Dakota’s Gasman Coulee trestle bridge or 
Montana’s Steven- Cascade Tunnel. New 
trouble detector devices make it possible 
to safely run unit trains closer together at 
1 1/2 mile intervals instead of today’s three 
mile spacings.

Thus, rail traffic will become even 
more efficient. As for the reasons behind 
the replacement of wooden ties with ce-
ment ties near Belt, Mont., it is for rail 
improvement not necessarily to accom-
modate coal, oil, or a new bullet speed pas-
senger train. If the Keystone or XL pipe-
lines become a reality, they will help relieve 
some future track congestion. So for now, 
agriculture will have to be part of the con-
versation and watch, wait, listen and learn 
being thankful everyone has to eat, even 
railroad executives.

I was told Montana coal burns 20 per-
cent cleaner than China’s coal. Still it seems 
a long way to ship coal.  I’d like to see the 
energy statistics on the energy spent to 
mine and transport U.S. coal to China.

Rail transportation is complicated

Energy panel at convention educates WIFE members



I bring you greetings from south-
western North Dakota. The old saying of 
time flies when you are busy is definitely 
true to my two years as national WIFE 
president. I thank everyone who has 
helped me on the ride.

If you don’t know my passions, they 
are: helping youth (4-H leader for 30 
years) especially our five grandchildren, 
riding horse, reading, and telling the 
story of agriculture to any and everyone 
when the chance arises. My mom says 
I have become my aunt Evelyn (an en-
thusiastic visitor) who traveled to horse 
shows in a three state region with my sis-
ter and I. 

My father died when I eight years 
old. I have been surrounded by strong, 
independent women my entire life. My 
mother supported my sister and I on 
wages as a waitress. We were latch key 
children long before the term was vogue. 
My mother is 81 years young and has 
lived alone for 20 years in the country 
on poor roads that often become blocked 
with snow. 

She square baled hay for me this past 
summer and loaded them on a flatbed by 
herself even though she has severe os-
teoporosis. Mom says one of my father’s 
favorite sayings was, “Many a kind heart 
beats under a ragged coat.” From that 
saying and education, I have instilled in 
my children to be kind and helpful to 
whomever you come in contact with in 
everyday life.

I once gave a 4-H speech at age 10 
that started out, “I have travelled around 
the world,” through reading. 

WIFE has allowed me to travel many 
states and to work with talented women 

in all walks of life, from 
lettuce fields in New 
Mexico to halls of USDA 
and the U.S. Trade Em-
bassy in Washington, 
DC. Special contacts and 
friendships will be cher-
ished and cultivated.

I met Diane Mc-
Donald while driving 
truck for sugar beet 
harvest 350 miles from 
home. She offered a com-
plete stranger the use of 
a washer and dryer and 
later a bed because of a 
common thread of pro-
duction agriculture.

In my first and ensu-
ing years as a WIFE member, I was awed 
by the passion and intelligence portrayed 
by this dynamic organization. This year 
I attended the Ag Outlook Forum with 
Ruth Laribee and Diane McDonald held 
in Washington, D.C. in February. The 
150th anniversary of USDA was cel-
ebrated by hosting a panel of the former 
U.S. Secretaries of Agriculture. Attendees 
were from all across the United States 
and several foreign countries. 

All of us in agriculture have a com-
mon bond and immense challenge to 
feed an exploding world population. The 
Outlook Forum is a way for production 
agriculturists to tell their stories. The ra-
tio of production agriculture to others in 
attendance is skewed. The one percenters 
have to tell their story to the 99 percent 
that consume the food and fiber.

WIFE legislative conference was held 
this year in March during the National 
Day of Agriculture. WIFE had a table of 
nine in the courtyard of the USDA Whit-
ten Building for the Ag Day Dinner. The 
“red coats” were greeted by Secretary of 
Ag Tom Vilsack and pictures were taken.
WIFE has held June BOD meetings via 
conference call the past two years.

I have tried to lead this volunteer or-
ganization to the best of my abilities the 

past two years. Chris Klose once likened 
a strong organization like a wheel with 
the members as spokes all turning for 
a common cause in the same direction 
with WIFE as the hub. The charter mem-
bers of WIFE had a strong vision that I 
have been honored to carry forward. In 
this fast technology age, the communi-
cation speed and volume is sometimes 
daunting. Working toward a 2012 Farm 
Bill is still an ongoing uphill climb. I urge 
everyone to contact your legislators and 
remind them to cross aisles and compro-
mise before the sequestration occurs.

Ask everyone in my immediate fam-
ily, and my answer has been after conven-
tion (AC). Special thanks to my family 
for all their support and understanding. 
Thanks go out to the ND WIFE members 
for all the convention hours, miles, tal-
ent, emails, and phone calls to bring this 
great task of hosting national WIFE con-
vention to fruition.

Thank you to all WIFE members for 
their support for the past two years. May 
you have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  Remember the military who 
give of their time to keep American free-
doms intact. Don’t look back. Go Tell 
Your Story. I wish best of luck to Ruth 
Laribee as she takes the helm of WIFE 
president for 2013.

     President’s Report   
Two years flew by quickly 

By Deb Dressler
North Dakota

Incoming President Ruth Laribee presents President Dressler with a watch 
in gratitude for her years of service to WIFE.
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   Citing national security risks on 
September 28, President Obama ordered 
Ralls Corp., a company owned by Chinese 
nationals, to divest its interest in the wind 
farms it purchased earlier this year near the 
Naval Weapons Systems Training Facility in 
Boardman, Ore. The Committee on Foreign 
Investments in the United States (CFIUS) 
determined there was no way to address the 
national security risks posed by the Chinese 
company’s purchases. The Treasury Depart-
ment said CFIUS made its recommendation 
to Obama after receiving an analysis of the 
potential threats from the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence. 

The military has acknowledged that it 
used the Oregon Naval facility to test un-
manned drones and the EA-18G “Growler.” 
The electronic warfare aircraft accompanies 
U.S. fighter bombers on missions and pro-
tectively jams enemy radar, destroying them 
with missiles along the way. At the Oregon 
site, the planes fly as low as 200 feet and 
nearly 300 miles per hour.  The last time a 
president used the law to block a transac-
tion was 1990, when President George H.W. 
Bush voided the sale of Mamco Manufac-
turing to a Chinese agency.  The president 
has the power to void foreign transactions 
under the Defense Production Act. It au-
thorizes the president to suspend or pro-
hibit certain acquisitions of U.S. businesses 
if there is credible evidence that the foreign 
purchaser might take action that threatens 
to impair national security.

On June 1, 1990, Secretary of State 
James Baker signed a secret executive agree-
ment with Eduard Shevardnadze, the for-
mer U.S.S.R. foreign minister. It specified 
that even though the treaty had not been 
ratified, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. agreed to 
abide by the terms of the treaty beginning 
June 15, 1990. The Senate ratified the U.S.-
U.S.S.R. Maritime Boundary Treaty in 1991, 
which was then signed by President George 
Bush. 

The Alaska House and Senate were 

never consulted on the land grab and vio-
lation of states rights, so they teamed with 
then Governor Walter J. Hickel to lobby 
President Bill Clinton to undo the treaty but 
were not successful. Alaska H.J.R. 27 was a 
resolution that was passed and enacted by 
Alaska Governor John Knowles in 1999. 
This giveaway in the Arctic Ocean includes 
the US/Alaskan Wrangell Island (size of 
Rhode Island and Delaware combined), 
Bennett Island, Jeannette Island, and Hen-
rietta Island; and Copper Island, Sea Lion 
Rock, and Sea Lion Rock at the western end 
of the Aleutian chain. Along with the islands 
the Russians get tens of thousands of square 
miles of the 200-mile exclusive economic 
zones around the islands with billions of 
dollars of oil, fishery, and other resources. 

The State Department’s negotiations 
over the giveaway maritime boundary 
agreement were done in complete secrecy 
from the public, the State of Alaska, and 
the Congress. Wrangell Island was made 
part of the U.S. in 1881. Bennett, Jeannette, 
and Henrietta Islands were discovered and 
claimed in 1881 by the U.S. Navy expedi-
tion of USS Jeannette under the command 
of Lt. George Washington DeLong. It was 
cosponsored by the noted New York City 
newspaper publisher James Gordon Ben-
nett.  Jeannette and Henrietta Islands were 
named after his sister and mother. 

The crew members of USS Jeannette 
were even awarded gold medals by Congress 
for their arduous voyage in the ice pack of 
the Arctic. This giveaway was started up by 
Henry Kissinger with his “detente” policy 
and has been perpetrated secretly by the 
State Department. Fortunately the give-
away is not finalized. It can be stopped with 
the stroke of the pen by President Barack 
Obama or Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 
Let’s all urge them both to do the right thing 
and win one for America.

The Empower States Act was intro-
duced by Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND) to give 
states and tribes more power to regulate 
their energy development.  It would give 
them the first chance to respond to any vio-
lations and require a federal agency to con-
tact them before drafting new regulations 
regarding oil and gas development.  North 
Dakota produced 674,066 barrels of oil per 

day in July while Alaska produced 415,255 
barrels per day that month. 

In 2010 $150 million in taxpayer funds 
was given to LG Chem in order to make bat-
teries for the electric Chevy Volt and also 
Ford Focus. Two years later the hybrid bat-
tery plant  at the Compact Power manufac-
turing facilities in Holland, Michigan, are 
working only three weeks per month based 
on lack of demand for lithium-ion cells. 
The facility that opened in July 2010 with 
a ground breaking attended by President 
Obama has yet to produce a single battery 
for the troubled electric cars from General 
Motors. 

Federal contract records show the State 
Department in May, 2012, spent $108,000 
on Chevy Volt charging stations for the 
American Embassy in Vienna. It apparently 
was part of a broader program to make dip-
lomatic posts more energy efficient and the 
upgrades and electric cars were on full dis-
play at a gala a few days after that contract 
was signed.  Records show another $47,500 
was spent in March on a Chevy Volt for the 
American Embassy in Oslo. That’s more 
than the usual $39,000 that 2013 Volts are 
going for and doesn’t include the $7,500 tax 
credit individuals can reap for electric car 
purchases. 

A struggling Waltham, Massachusetts-
based company that makes batteries for 
electric cars and got $240 million in stimu-
lus money is being saved from bankruptcy 
by a Chinese billionaire who could move 
operations overseas. A123 Systems received 
a $241.1-million grant from the Obama ad-
ministration three years ago and more than 
$125 million in State of Michigan tax credits 
in the hopes that the company would create 
jobs.  But the lithium ion battery maker is 
now poised to hand over the reins to Wanx-
iang Group, owned by Chinese billionaire 
Guanqiu Lu, which agreed in a tentative 
deal last August to invest up to $450 million 
so that it can take over as much as 80 per-
cent of the company.  Since 2009, the com-
pany has lost a reported $857 million, laid 
off workers and recalled its products. 

A123’s stock price has plunged from 
$4.44 about a year ago to 26 cents this week.  

Energy is hot topic in the U.S.

     Energy Report   

By Marlene Kouba
North Dakota

Continued on Page 11
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The 2012  WIFE Convention in Bis-
marck, ND, was great.  We all learned a lot 
and connected with our sisters in WIFE. 
Kudos to all out-going officers; you did a 
great job!

As Beef Chairman, I am reminded 
once again how different every area is, but 
we are working for one goal and that is to 
provide a healthy product for the Ameri-
can consumer. Each of our commodities 
is related to each other from energy issues, 
feed grain issues, health care and border 
security.  Without a secure border we have 
no guarantee to a safe food supply.

There are many new programs  relat-
ing to livestock production; we need to 
stay informed. One is called Food Dia-
logues. The Food Dialogues is a site cre-
ated and managed by the U.S. Farmers 
& Ranchers Alliance (USFRA). USFRA 

created The Food Dialogues to answer 
Americans’ questions about how food 
is grown and raised. This organization, 
which is a coalition of farmers, ranchers 
and their industry partners, is commit-
ted to continuously improving how they 
grow and raise food that provides healthy 
choices for people everywhere. Through 
The Food Dialogues, USFRA hopes to 
bring together different viewpoints on 
farming and ranching and the future of 
food.

The second program is called “Global 
Animal Partnership,” a nonprofit charita-
ble organization founded in 2008, which 
brings together farmers, scientists, ranch-
ers, retailers, and animal advocates - a 
diverse group - with the common goal of 
wanting to improve the welfare of animals 
in agriculture. Its signature program, the 
5-Step Animal Welfare Rating Standards, 
recognizes and rewards producers for 
their welfare practices, promotes and fa-
cilitates continuous improvement, and 
better informs consumers about the pro-
duction systems they choose to support. 

As of October 1, 2012, the 5-Step program 
includes 2,066 operations, raising more 
than 140 million animals annually, as cer-
tified farms and ranches, ranging from 
Step 1 to Step 5+.

I would like to hear from you to hear 
how this is all affecting your business. 

        Beef Report
Programs aim to connect 
producers and consumers

By Sue Krentz
Arizona

sored by those who gave us tours and 
PW Montgomery, Inc. (a family friend 
of people in Richardton).  I can’t explain 
all the dishes, but the chocolate cake 
dessert was devoured even though we 
were happily full of the main dishes!

Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C., is coming 

March 16-20  2013. You can walk to 
some meetings in Washington, D.C., 
and slip through a Smithsonian Muse-
um each time. The free museums there 
are awesome. “The Mall” is an open tree 
and grass area crammed with history 
on both sides. All this leads up to the 

Capitol and Legislative buildings and 
the Capitol Visitor Center. If you can’t 
get enough history, the Night Tour is 
THE way to get to all the big monu-
ments. 

Information, time and price ($40-
$60) is all available in the hotel lobby. 
If you fill your hotel room, there is no 
cheaper way to visit D.C.  and no bet-
ter reason to visit than to tell your story.  
There is help on costs if you become 
an officer of WIFE. WIFE sometimes 
includes an optional tour out to some 
place you read about back in school.  
It is a life changer to see this country 
at the level of Washington, D.C.  Give 
some thought now to making time in 
March 2013.

North Dakota tours enjoyable
Continued from Page 2

VIP Membership
•	 AT&T
•	 Bayer CropScience

Executive Membership
•	 American Petroleum Institute
•	 DuPont
•	 Farm Credit of New Mexico
•	 Monsanto
•	 Renewable Fuels Association
•	 Tri-State Generation & 

Transmission Association

Associate Membership
•	 American Bankers Association
•	 American Council of Life 

Insurers
•	 CHS, Inc.
•	 CropLife America
•	 Dow AgroSciences
•	 Florida, Texas, and Hawaii 

Sugarcane Growers
•	 U.S. Beet Sugar Association

Contributor 
Membership
•	 American Sugarbeet Grower’s 

Association
•	 CHS Cooperative
•	 Columbus Electric Cooperative, 

Inc.
•	 North Bridge Communications

In-Kind Contributors
•	 Eastern Arizona Ag Center
•	 Miller/Coors
•	 Rauner & Associates

WIFE Supporting 
Members
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Since the beginning of the year 
cotton prices have chipped steadily 
from one dollar to 72 cents a pound.  
These prices could bottom out at 70 
cents per pound if we see favorable 
harvest weather.  

Price is the main factor that im-
pacts cotton demand.  But this year 
Chinese government policy, reces-
sion in the European Union, a de-
pressed United States’ market, and 
weather will have effects on demand.

Consumers are purchasing less 

clothing as well as more synthetic 
materials. If cotton prices don’t re-
main low, the apparel industry will 
continue to use synthetic rather than 
cotton.

India will be the final major play-
er in cotton success.  It is the second 
largest cotton producing country, and 
it’s ban on exports really hurt Ameri-
can cotton prices.

The Chinese government buys 
up reserves and creates artificial de-
mand by stockpiling cotton and tak-
ing it off the market. 

Cotton farmers who did not lock 
in prices for 2012 early will sell their 
cotton at bottomed-out prices which 
will not cover production costs.

Cotton prices affect 
cotton demand

WIFE has extensive policy on trade 
issues. That policy can be found on pages 
32 through 36 of the 2012 Directory and 
Policy Summaries.  

Policy #3 states, “WIFE supports ac-
tion to effectively deal with the negative 
impact that foreign imports have on prof-
itability in our agriculture industries.” 
Many of the other trade policy state-
ments deal with the “HOW” of making 
U.S. trade policy fair and more profitable 
for those of us in agriculture and indi-
vidual problems that face achieving “fair” 
trade treaties rather than just “free” trade 
treaties. 

WIFE realizes having allies is impor-
tant as numbers speak louder than WIFE 
can alone. To that end, WIFE joined 
the Coalition for a Prosperous America 
(CPA) which is a coalition of representa-
tives of manufacturing, labor and agri-
culture, as well as individuals concerned 
about U.S. trade policy. I have served on 
the Board of Directors for that coalition 
for four years. 

On its website, coalitionforapros-
perousamerica.com, CPA states, “The 
America’s trade policies have caused 
grave harm to our country’s economy, 
security and people. Our trade deficit 
is over $1.5 billion per day. One in five 
manufacturing jobs has been lost in 10 
years as tens of thousands of manufactur-
ers have closed. 

Each energy intensive factory lost 
to another country produces up to eight 
times more global warming emissions 
than in the U.S.  America’s traditionally 
large agricultural trade surplus has dis-
appeared since NAFTA implementation. 
Food imports exceed exports and enter 
the country without food safety inspec-

tion. Trade agreements dangerously un-
dermine America’s sovereignty by over-
riding the U.S. Constitution and local, 
state and federal laws.

We need international commerce 
that roughly balances imports and ex-
ports, without surrendering sovereignty, 
the environment or food safety. America 
can have trade that promotes its indus-
trial and agricultural policy, produces 
jobs, increases incomes, and preserves 
our strength.”

At our 2012 National Convention, 
WIFE voted to sign onto a set of princi-
ples designed to make trade agreements 
more “America-friendly”.  Originated by 
CPA, these principles are called “21st 
Century Trade Agreement Principles” 
and can be found on the CPA website. 
These principles are designed to aid ne-

gotiators and Congressmen as they work 
on new trade treaties.

These thirteen principles include 
balanced trade, job creation, wealth and 
sustained growth, reciprocity, challeng-
ing state-owned commercial enterprises, 
currency manipulation, rules of origin, 
enforcement of treaties, border-adjust-
able taxes, import surges in perishable 
and seasonal agricultural products, food 
and product safety and quality, the ability 
for government to procure needs domes-
tically, the need for a sunset on all treaties 
and enforceable labor provisions.

WIFE has specific policy on most of 
these principles. Some policy to look at 
are #11, 13, 20, 22, 26, 27, 29d, 32, 34, and 
35.  The 21st Century Trade Agreement 
Principles can be used when writing to 
your Congressmen on trade policies.
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     Trade Report   

By Pam Potthoff
Nebraska

WIFE has extensive trade policy

    Specialty Crops 
    Report

By Jacqulyn Sistrunk
Alabama
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The Natural Resource topic is a very 
broad topic and the issues run rampant.  
It encompasses water, land, air and all the 
elements that it takes to give us the abil-
ity to live and enjoy the life we have here 
in the United States.  Unfortunately, there 
are too many people who don’t have a clue 
as to what it is or people who continue to 
think they know best for those of us who 
are making it possible and how we should 
provide these comforts for them.  

The Endangered Species Act con-
tinues to dictate how we do business.  
Congress last renewed the ESA in 1988, 
which means it has been 24 years since 
any substantial updates have been made. 
There have been 1401 species listed under 
the Act, and in spite of the billions of dol-
lars that have been spent to recover these 
species, only 20 have been declared recov-
ered.  In addition, the losses that have oc-
curred by those in the Natural Resource 
industries have been insurmountable.  

The ESA has become the way  for ex-
cessive litigation rather than recovering 
endangered species.  The salmon issue is a 
perfect example of special interest groups  
that holds up progress by filing lawsuits.  
It has been 20 years since the issue became 
an issue of contention.  Millions and mil-
lions of dollars have been spent to recover 
the salmon which is coming back to the 
Columbia River in record numbers, but 
the special interests continue to ask for 
more and continue to file lawsuits to stop 
all progress in the Pacific Northwest.  

The Spotted owl is another example 
of how it can shut down an industry with 
no proof that the owl can be recovered.  It 
is reported that the spotted owl will be-
come extinct no matter what man does as 
it is crossing with the bard owl and there 
will no longer be a pure spotted owl or 

a bard owl. Currently there is the wolf , 
grizzly bear and the bison (buffalo) spe-
cies impacting farmers’ and ranchers’ 
ability to  take care of their livestock and 
businesses.  

Water is a very important issue.  The 
saying  “Whiskey is for drinking and wa-
ter is for fighting” is as true today as it 
was when it was first spoken. The changes 
to the Clean Water Act have so far been 
defeated, but it is a constant issue that 
raises its ugly head.  WIFE must be vigi-
lant and continue to monitor this issue as 
the change to remove “Navigable Waters” 
from the act will have huge ramifications 
on agriculture. With the population grow-
ing at a rapid pace, we need to begin se-
rious planning on how we manage this 
resource to meet future needs.  Infrastruc-
ture is needed to catch moisture (i.e. rain 
or snow) when it comes in excess; it needs 
to be captured to be used when needed.   

Access to energy and minerals are 

keys to keeping this country safe and se-
cure. Energy is a critical component as 
well as other minerals for the operation of 
a successful agricultural business.  WIFE 
must again be proactive and support these 
industries.

This country has large vast holdings 
of public lands.  Yes, they need to be pro-
tected and enhanced  so they will remain 
multipurpose properties. These lands 
can be used for multi-purposes  such as 
grazing, recreation or other uses that can 
generate jobs and revenue for the security 
of our country while the environment of 
these lands  are still protected.  These pub-
lic lands are owned by you and me as citi-
zens of this country; therefore we should 
have access to them.

Mankind is dependent on Natural 
Resources for his survival. Farmers and 
ranchers do protect this resource as they 
are dependent on it for their survival in 
business, too.  

Natural resources are necessary

          Report
Water, Private Property,
Natural Resources, and
Endangered Species

By Alice Parker
Washington

We all know how important good 
broadband service is.  Waiting for the 
government to get high-speed internet 
service can be frustrating. Below are 
several stories about those in rural com-
munities who didn’t wait for government 
help. 

Farmers and residents in many ru-
ral areas were happy in 2009 when the 
National Telecommunications Informa-

tion Administration and the USDA allo-
cated $7.2 billion to improve high-speed 
Internet access. As good as this was, a 
number of progressive individuals and 
groups were tired of waiting for private 
telecommunications companies and 
government agencies to fill gaps in the 
information highway. 

One example of this is when Mark 
Straw took a job as director of the Indi-
ana Egg Board. Straw and his wife, Caro-
lyn Orr, moved to a farm near West Leb-
anon, IN that has a population of 700. 

“We could get wireless service there, 
but it was slow and down at least once 
a week,” recalls Orr. She says they con-

Creativity leads to 
better Internet service

    Rural Life 
    Report

By Donna Bolz
Nebraska

Continued on Page 10
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      Sugar Report

The world population will reach 9 
billion by 2050. There will be millions of 
new mouths to feed, many of whom rely 
on United States’ food production and 
supply to meet this need. According to 
Agriculture Council of America (ACA), 
one-fourth of the world’s beef and nearly 
one-fifth of the world’s grain, milk and 
eggs are produced by American farmers. 

 The October 18, 2012, crop report 
indicates serious concerns. The USDA 
crop report revealed U.S. feed grain sup-
plies for 2013 are projected lower. Corn 
beginning stocks for 2013 are lowered 
193 million bushels based on the Sep-
tember 1 stocks estimate. Barley supplies 
are down 6 million bushels with a small 
production decline from the small grains 
report and a 5-million-bushel reduction 
in projected imports with a smaller crop 
in Canada. Oats supplies are down with 
a 3-million-bushel reduction in output, 
also from the small grains report. Global 
coarse grain supplies for 2012/13 are pro-
jected to be 11 million tons lower, mostly 
reflecting reduced corn beginning stocks 
in the United States and Brazil. Brazil be-
ginning stocks are lowered with 2011/12 
exports increased 4.5 million tons. Glob-
al corn production for 2012/13 is lowered 
2.0 million tons with reductions for EU-
27, Serbia, and the United States. 

Many countries like the United State 
are facing a stressed economy situation. 
We have to keep in mind America has 
been the leading country to produce and 
feed the rest the world. The U.S. economy 
is struggling, and our negative deficit is 
record high. As 2012 was the presiden-
tial election, Congress tabled the nation’s 
Farm Bill until after the election. 

Our nation’s sugar program is an im-
portant part of the Farm Bill. U.S.  Policy-

makers are debating how to create more 
jobs. They have closed their eyes and ears 
to the jobs that United State agriculture 
is providing. 

A prime example of employment op-
portunities is America’s sugar beet, sugar 
cane and corn sweetener industry. The 
United States’ sugar industry provides 
142,000 direct and indirect jobs with al-
most $20 billion in economic impact in 
our nation, and it operates at no cost to 
our struggling government. The major-
ity of sugar beets are grown in Western 
states, and they are an important factor 
in balancing crop rotation for farmers in 
Montana, Colorado, Washington, Idaho, 
North and South Dakota, Nebraska and 
Wyoming. Irrigated agriculture is one of 
the largest job providers and economic 

engines in the Western United States. 
Seventeen Western states contribute 
$128 billion annually to the economy to 
reduce America’s record high deficit.  

The Farm Bill creates programs to 
feed children in schools and homeless 
Americans in shelters. The Farm Bill has 
been designed to assist the American 
public. Please bear in mind U.S. agricul-
ture must be treated as one and a united 
industry. U.S. sugar producers are a vital 
part of this nation’s economy. It will be a 
shame to let U.S. lawmakers dismember 
a fruitful and dynamic working machine.

Farmers feed the world--a world 
that’s still  growing and which is placing 
ever-greater demands on agriculture. It’s 
an incredible challenge, and we must take 
pride in what we do.

Ag industry must stick together

By Klodette Stroh
Wyoming

vinced AT&T to provide DSL service, but 
there were problems when mice nested 
in the phone boxes during harvest sea-
son and interrupted service. They didn’t 
give up. Orr talked the owners of a satel-
lite cable company in nearby Pontiac, IL, 
into running a hardwire up an antenna at 
a grain elevator. She said they then con-
vinced neighbors to put an antenna on 
their grain bin. Next, they put an antenna 
in a tree next to their house, ran a wire 
from the tree and connected it to their 
house. 

“We now have 8 mb service, plus we 
kept the DSL line for backup,” Orr says. 
“We went door-to-door where farm-
houses are miles apart and sent letters to 
all our neighbors to get people to sign on 
so we can cover our costs.” 

Pat Harmet went to college to be an 
engineer but ended up raising corn, soy-
beans and hogs near tiny Cropsey, IL, 
population 150. 

“In 2001, all we had was dial-up ser-
vice,”   Harmet recalls. “My wife was do-
ing graphic arts. With dial-up she could 

not upload anything of any size.” After a 
rigged antenna failed to provide adequate 
service, Harmet found a partner, Nick 
Pick, who operated a local computer and 
networking business.

“We shopped around and found 
an Internet company that would sell us 
some bandwidth,” Harmet says. “We 
bought some cheap equipment and put 
an antenna on top of a grain elevator and 
started sharing 256 kb of bandwidth for 
$45 a month with 25 customers.” 

Over time, they upgraded their 
equipment to provide 1.5 mb wireless In-
ternet service to a larger customer base of 
300, and they dropped the monthly price 
to $35. When they reached a service area 
of five other towns, which increased time 
demands, Hamet and his partner sold the 
company to a local elevator operator who 
added it to his network of several hun-
dred subscribers. 

So if you would like to have better 
broadband service and it isn’t available, 
use some creative thinking and get the 
service you need. 

Thanks to The Progressive Farmer for 
help with this article.

Creativity leads to better Internet
Continued from Page 9
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As we near the end of 2012 we find 
that not much has changed over the past 2 
years; we are still waiting for a new Farm 
Bill, and our dairies are once again facing 
great losses.  The drought is costing many 
dairy producers heavily as it is in many of 
the agriculture sectors. Low milk prices 
and high feed costs will eventually push 
many producers out of business. 

The year 2009 left many producers 
with high debt and low equity, and the 
recovery for most has been slow if at all.  
The MILC program that the old Farm Bill 
had in place expired with the ending of 

the bill; although it was not always a lot, it 
did help farmers to sometimes just get by. 

More than 230 farm, agriculture 
and food groups directed a letter to the 
Republican and Democratic leaders of 
the House of Representative, noting that 
there was still ample time for the House 
to complete its work on a new Farm Bill 
and reconcile any differences with the 
already adopted Farm Bill approved last 
summer by the Senate. 

Failure to pass a new bill before Dec. 
31 will create significant budget uncer-
tainty for the entire agricultural sector 
including the rural businesses and lend-
ers whose livelihoods are dependent 
upon farmers’ and livestock producers’ 
economic viability.  

On a brighter note, the House of 
Representatives approved H.R. 6156, 

which would establish permanent nor-
mal trade relations (PNTR) with Russia. 
The Russia dairy market has been closed 
to U.S. dairy products for more than two 
years due to Russian insistence on certain 
dairy certificate statements and accom-
panying facility inspection requirements 
that were not acceptable to the U.S. This 
is a great step for the dairy industry as it 
reopens one of the world’s largest dairy 
importing markets. 

The CWT (Cooperatives Working 
Together) is no longer doing herd buy-
outs but is still effective in the moving of 
exports.  

To end, I would like to thank every-
one for allowing me to serve as your Na-
tional Dairy Chair over these past years, 
and I will continue to work for the bet-
terment of the nation’s dairy producers.
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     Dairy Report   
Russian trade relations to improve

By Dianna Reed
Kansas

A123 Systems supplies batteries to custom-
ers, including California luxury carmaker 
Fisker Automotive. The deal with Wanx-
iang Group also raises the question of 
whether the manufacturer will be forced 
to move to China.  The situation with the 
struggling company is similar to that of 
Solyndra, a California solar-panel maker 
that went bankrupt after receiving $535 
million in federal loans. 

On October 12 federal officials ap-
proved a plan that sets aside 445 square 
miles of public land for the development 
of solar power plants for renewable energy 
development in the West. The government 
is establishing 17 new “solar energy zones” 
on 285,000 acres in six states: California, 
Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New 
Mexico. More than half of the land, 153,627 
acres, is in Southern California. They also 
established 19 million acres, nearly 30,000 
square miles, of “variance zones” that will 
allow developers to propose solar projects 
in those areas. The Obama administration 
has authorized 10,000 megawatts of solar, 
wind and geothermal projects that, when 

built, would provide enough energy to 
power more than 3.5 million homes. The 
new solar energy zones were chosen be-
cause they are near existing power lines, al-
lowing for quick delivery to energy-hungry 
cities. Also, the chosen sites have fewer 
of the environmental problems that have 
plagued other projects. 

The Ocean Renewable Power Com-
pany, Maine’s Cobscook Bay Tidal Energy 
Pilot Project, received $10 million from the 
Energy Department money to build, in-
stall, and operate the hydrokinetic energy 
conversion devices situated at the eastern-
most tip of the state.  The turbine, with a 
rated capacity of 180 kW, is expected to 
generate enough power for 25 to 30 homes.  
The initial price of 21.5 cents per kilowatt 
hour is almost double the current average 
price of 11.21 cents per kilowatt hour for 
electricity in Maine.

Within the next three to five years, 
more than 200 coal-fired electric gener-
ating units will be shut down across 25 
states due to EPA regulations and factors 
including cheap natural gas, according to a 
new report by the American Coalition for 
Clean Coal Electricity (ACCCE).  How-

ever, ACCCE notes that EPA policies may 
have played a role; announced closures not 
included  in their report would bring to-
tal shutdowns to 241 coal generator in 30 
states — more than 36,000 MW of electric 
generation or 11 percent of the U.S. coal 
fleet.

Another solar company has filed for 
bankruptcy.  The Satcon Technology Corp. 
brings the total to about 50 green energy 
companies that have gone under. The blog 
Green Corruption’s list contains 23 bank-
rupt and 27 troubled green energy com-
panies which were backed by the federal 
government. According to the Heritage 
Foundation, $80 billion was set aside in 
the 2009 stimulus package for clean energy 
loans, grants, and tax credits, and 10 per-
cent of these funds have gone to companies 
that have filed for bankruptcy or are in dire 
straits.

Thanks for allowing me to be your 
Energy Chairman for the past three years. 
It has been a challenge but one I enjoyed.  
I hope you have gained some knowledge 
from these monthly reports.  Now I start 
a new venture so watch for it. Best wishes 
to all of you!

Energy is a hot topic in the United States
Continued from Page 6
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  Shana Baisch
  323 Road 300
  Glendive, MT 59330

Change Service Requested

Is grain a Cinderella child 
of westbound rail transporta-
tion? We all understand that 
grain is needed for food or feed 
and is an important export cash 
crop for the U.S. government. 
But grain’s use of rail service is 
NOT 24  hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Grain uses rail service 

only at peak harvest seasonal times.  Grain is NOT a preferred 
customer by railroads.

Freight trains whiz back and forth 24/7 every day, and  they 
are the lifeblood of commerce.  Coal trains, often a mile long, 
chug over the rails 24/7 fueling our factories and homes and pro-
viding the U.S. with an export cash crop. Bakken Oil, the hottest 
oil discovery in 40 years, speeds happily on the rails 24/7  to 
refineries or ports. Oil also provides the U.S. with an export cash 
crop.

Unit trains of freight, coal, oil, and grain headed west pass 
through the Stevens/Cascade tunnel, which is on BNSF’s major 
transcontinental route. The tunnel’s capacity is 24  to 28 trains 

per day.  It now operates at 57 percent to 75 percent capacity. 
Do the math - increased tunnel usage spells a big bottleneck of 
traffic and late trains.

If projected coal trains usage per day is 71 loaded trains and 
71 return empty trains, or 3 trains per hour, is true, this usage 
easily exceeds today’s tunnels’ capacity. 

Now let’s add the Bakken Oil to westbound traffic, which is 
projected to be 30,000 barrels per day or about 50 loaded cars 
or one unit train, plus double-stacked freight containers, plus 
passenger and mail train track usage, and the tunnel is way over 
capacity!

Grain rail usage is for sure a Cinderella child.  You say grain 
can use our highways. Yes,but rail is the fastest and most efficient 
way to transport grain. Highway short-hauled grain by truck is 
the most dependable, but trucking grain has drawbacks and is 
dangerous. Passenger cars and other commercial trucking ve-
hicles do not like to pass or like being stuck behind a grain truck. 
Not all highways are four  lanes, and few local highways have 
passing lanes on their hills for trucks. Like Cinderella in the chil-
dren’s story, “grain” and its problems are seldom appreciated or 
understood until it’s too late.

Grain is not a preferred rail customer

        Transportation Report   

By Pat Torgerson
Montana


