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WIFE members from all across the U.S. embark 
on Phoenix, AZ for 2014 National Convention

Look inside for a look at the work [and play] that takes place during this all-important yearly event

Back Row (left to right): Kerry Froese (CO), Kimmi Lewis (CO), Mary Ann Murray (MT), Deb Dressler (ND),Diane 
McDonald (ND); Middle Row (left to right): Pam Pothoff (NE), Cathy Schaeffer (MT), Sue Krentz (AZ), Jenifer 
Felzien (CO), Alice Parker (WA), Marlene Kouba (ND), Mary Ann Unruh (ND), Jean Wach (NE), Vicki Viara (MT), 
Barbara Broberg (MT), Pat Torgerson (MT), Donna Bolz (NE);  Front Row (left to right): Gladys Walling (MT), 
Ruth Laribee (NY), Linda Newman (MT), Shana Baisch (MT), Darcy Dressler (ND), Cathy Scherler (CO)



Happy 2015! A new year, a new 
beginning--we get another year to 
“get it right!”  Well, that may be easier 
said than done, but you can be sure 
that members of Women Involved in 
Farm Economics are going to do ev-
erything in their power to help edu-
cate those who “don’t know” about 
agriculture and influence those who 
“should know.”

I am excited to be at the helm of 
this organization, already in its 39th 
year. We have a great team going for-
ward. Thank you to all of you who 
stepped up and ran for the offices 
which make up our Executive Com-
mittee, thank you to all of the Com-
modity Topic Chairwomen who ran 
or were appointed and thanks to all 
of you that agreed to be on Standing 
Committees. And last, but certainly 
not least, thank you to everyone that 
has joined WIFE and prefers to work 
“behind the scenes,” helping to keep 
the rest of us on our toes!  Each and 
every one of you are so very impor-
tant to a successful organization.  

When people ask what we do in 
WIFE, my short answer is usually, 
“We work on anything that affects 
our bottom line.” 

The beginning goals of WIFE 
were quite simple--parity, less gov-
ernment, fair trade, female equality, 
and renewable fuels. Well, 38 years 
have passed and we are still working 
on those, plus many other issues that 
have emerged in that time period, 

threatening production agriculture 
and our rural way of life. In fact, we 
have so many issues, it is increasingly 
more difficult to decide what our pri-
orities should be each year. 

After much discussion, our 2015 
Priorities include: REINS Act, Private 
Property Rights, Agenda 21 “De-
fense of Environment and Property 
Act, Senate Bill 890,” Clean Water 
Act, EAJA (Equal Access to Justice), 
COOL, Immigration, Transporta-
tion, and Global Roundtable for Sus-
tainable Beef.

Since social networking has be-
come so efficient at getting informa-
tion out instantly, we have a team that 
will be updating and developing new 

tools we can use to be more effec-
tive in conveying our message to the 
world. We see it as so important for 
the purpose of educating the public 
on Ag issues and letting people know 
what we do in our organization so 
they might join us to help preserve 
this most important industry.

A huge thank you goes out to our 
past president, Ruth Laribee, for your 
leadership in WIFE and especially 
for all of your work over the last two 
years. Please don’t turn off your com-
puter—your past presidential du-
ties may be more involved than you 
think!  

Cheers and let’s make 2015 the 
best year ever for Agriculture!

     President’s Report   
A motivated WIFE heads 
into 2015 with new 
leadership, new priorities
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By Linda Newman
Montana

 a big thank you to our 
2015 standing committee members...

Finance Committee--Kerry Froese, Chairman; Cathy Scherler, 
Shana Baisch, Melinda Sorem, and Ruth Laribee

Legislative Chairman --Kerry Lewis, Chairman; all Commodity
Topic Chairmen on the committee

WIFEline Newsletter--Mariah Shammel, Editor; Circulation-
-Nancy Spiegel and Shana Baisch

Membership Committee--Melinda Sorem, Chairman, Tana
Berwick, Shana Baisch

Resolutions/Directory/Policy Book--Mary Ann Murray, Chair
man

Bylaws/Procedure Manual--Jenifer Felzein, Chairman; all Area
Directors on the committee 

Social Media--Whitney Klasna



      Sugar Report

 I wish a prosperous New Year for 
everyone. Over the past two years, U.S. 
farmers have endured heavy crop losses 
related to an unusual weather pattern. 
Commodity prices have declined since 
2013 and, unfortunately, the cost of fer-
tilizer, chemicals, equipment, tires, and 
parts to repair machinery has been in-
creasing. 

A sugar beet is a rooted plant and 
in order for it to mature in semi-arid 
states like Wyoming, Montana, Colorado, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wash-
ington, it needs more water than other 
crops. Sugar content and high tonnage 
is achieved when fertilizer management 
and high amounts of irrigating are prac-
ticed. 

The history of the arid American 
West is essentially tied to water and its 
availability. Early settlers diverted water 
from nearby streams and rivers, but de-
mand quickly outstripped supply.

There was fertile land in the West but 
the problem was to get water to the land 
in order to grow food to be able to sup-

port a family. 
It was a challenge that our young 

country had to face to reclaim the west-
ern states. Both the federal government 
and the government within the western 
states tried to promote development of 
arid lands in Wyoming and its surround-
ing states but the response was little be-
cause of water accessibility. 

Joseph Carey, a senator from Wyo-
ming, came up with a bill that had enough 
support to be passed by Congress in 1894.
The bill was named the Carey Act. The 
Act would give each western state a mil-
lion acres of federal land and the ability 
to have permits on river water to irrigate.

 This superior action of our young 
government encouraged the people to 
settle in the West and irrigate the arid 
lands to build farms and build their 
homes. One of the Carey projects in our 
area was built by William F. Cody (Buf-
falo Bill) and his partner Nate Salsbury, 
in which they filed a water right permit 
in 1899 to develop 120,000 acres of the 
Shoshone Valley fifty miles east of Cody.

The next step was to store the water 
and deliver it to the arid land. The lack of 
money led westerners to seek federal gov-
ernment construction of irrigation works 
throughout the West.

Theodore Roosevelt supported the 

reclamation movement because of his 
personal experience in the West, and be-
cause he believed it would permit “home-
making,” a key argument to the bill that 
Senator Francis Newlands introduced to 
the United States Congress. It was ap-
proved and subsequently appropriated a 
$50 million dollar loan for the arid west-
ern states to build projects with dams and 
irrigation canals. Users of water on the 
projects would pay the loan back.

The Reclamation Act was signed 
by President Roosevelt on June 17,1902 
authorizing construction of irrigation 
projects in 14 western states and two ter-
ritories (Arizona and New Mexico). Con-
gress added Texas in1906.

The vision of settling the West, build-
ing homes and growing crops has come 
true. The Reclamation Projects has made 
the desert bloom. We have been growing 
alfalfa hay, barley, dry beans, sugar beets, 
oats, fruits and vegetables and many more 
crops on these irrigation projects and the 
income from these crops have been pay-
ing back the original government loans 
for the dam construction.

Irrigated agriculture’s product con-
tribution to international trade and ex-
ports is more than $10 billion annually 
and there are 34 million acres under ir-
rigation systems. Western states like Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Montana, Idaho, Ne-
vada, Nebraska and Wyoming are part of 
the 1902 Reclamation Act.

The latest information about the sug-
ar price indicates Mexico had exported 
subsidized sugar into the U.S. market. A 
majority of foreign governments includ-
ing Mexico subsidize their sugar produc-
ers and are directly involved in sale and 
export of that sugar. United States sugar 
farmers need a fair price for their crop. 
Our American farmers can compete in a 
fair arena against any farmer in the world, 
and produce a safe and quality crop, that 
I promise you, but U.S. farmers cannot 
compete against the foreign governments 
that subsidize their production. 

Water availability still long-
standing issue in Western states

By Klodette Stroh
Wyoming
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...and our 2015 Commodity & Topic Chairs
Beef--Maggie Nutter 
Sheep and Goats--Tammy Basel
Cereal Grains--Jean Wach 
Energy--Barbara Broberg 
Natural Resources, Endangered Species, 
 Private Property, Water--Alice Parker
Homeland Security--Marlene Kouba 
Rural Life--Mary Ann Unruh 
Sugar--Klodette Stroh
Trade--Darcy Dressler 
Transportation--Pat Torgerson 
Grains--Donna Bolz

Look for articles from these contributors in your monthly wifeline. 



Health may have the biggest im-
pact on your farming and ranching op-
eration. We are already so busy we meet 
ourselves coming and going. We are do-
ing twice as much as nature intended for 
us to do. We need to take care of our-
selves so we can take care of our fami-
lies and our farms and ranches, as well 
as our crops and livestock. Let’s start the 
year by eating right.

One new study found the great-
est benefits were seen in people eating 
seven or more servings of produce daily. 
Compared to people eating less than one 
daily serving, those consuming the most 
fruits and vegetables were 33 percent 
less likely to die of any cause. Their risk 

from cardiovascular disease was 31 per-
cent lower and risk from cancer was 25 
percent less.

A study from the Minneapolis 
Heart Institute reported “As your fruit 
and vegetable intake goes up, your rela-
tive risk for developing coronary heart 
disease goes down.”

On average, the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans recommends that we 
consume two and a half cups of vegeta-
bles and two cups of fruit per day. We 
should strive for at least one to one and 
a half cups of dark green vegetables per 
week and five and a half cups of red and 
orange vegetables per week.

During our wintery weather when 
we crave comfortable beige and brown 
foods such as mashed potatoes, gravy 
and meatloaf, add some bright green 

and orange colored vegetables to your 
plate. Lutein and zeaxanthin are two of 
the cartenoid pigments found in dark 
green vegetables, which help prevent 
potentially blinding eye conditions.

Carrots often come to mind when 
we think of eye health. Carrots contain 
beta-carotene, a type of carotenoid that 
our body converts into vitamin A. Defi-
ciencies in vitamin A are linked to night 
blindness. 

Even those eating one to three 
portions of fruits and vegetables had a 
significantly lower risk of cancer than 
those eating only one. Try eating veg-
etables without extra sugar and sauces. 
Eating fruits and vegetables, engaging in 
physical activity and avoiding tobacco 
products can all help us as we try to eat 
healthy in 2015.

New evidence links fruits 
and vegetables to longevity
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     Rural Life Report   

By Mary Ann Unruh
North Dakota

 Transportation Report   

Light rail, subway and railroad 
investments will increase in 2015. 
The American Road and Transpor-
tation Builders Association have 
predicted a huge investment increase 
of 14 percent, from $18.3 billion to 
$20.9 billion in these services. This 
means almost a 13 percent increase 
will be in “heavy rail” spending 
alone.

This forecast is due in part to the 
expected expansion of the Panama 
Canal and more rail shipments of 
energy-related goods, such as North 
Dakota Bakken Oil and Montana-
Wyoming coal and scoria rock.

It comes as no surprise to read 
a headline like “BNSF Finishes $400 
Million in Upgrades” from the North 
Dakota “Drill” paper. The article 
read, “New 55 miles of double rail-
road track is now in service.” 

This double track is between 
Minot and Williston, ND. Four 
double track siding projects are also 
planned for North Dakota between 
Grand Forks and Devils Lake. Plus, 
there will be four more double track 
sidings near Jamestown, Dickinson, 
Bismarck and Zap. 

Perhaps these additional sidings 
will help move the backlog of late 

grain rail cars that seasonally plague 
grain elevators along BNSF’s main-
line. Grain farmers have suffered for 
years from years of poor, late and 
expensive rail grain car service.

Just as I have said before, grain 
quality is limited for good food 
value and must get to the market 
on a timely basis whereas coal, oil 
and metals are safely stored in the 
ground indefinitely for future use.

By Pat Torgerson
Montana

Rail-related investments 
set to increase through 2015
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Foundation For agriculture education 
& development seeks grant applicants

 
The Foundation for Agriculture Education & Development (FAED), the education and de-
velopment arm of WIFE, is looking to fund your project! If you have a project that could use 
$500 ( in two $250 parts) or less, submit an application by May 30, 2015. Three grants will be 
awarded and applications should include:
 [ Title of Project
 [ Date of Project
 [ Description of Project
 [ Who will participate
 [ Estimated budget of Project

After completion of the project, an evaluation report of the project including who partici-
pated, actual costs, and the residual effect of the project, must be submitted to the grant 
committee. Grants have helped fund safety days for kids, speakers at conventions, Ag Day 
posters and more. What is your idea? For more information contact Barbara Broberg, FAED 
Grant Chairman, at bbbroberg@juno.com or (406) 336-2731.

Are you looking for some variety in your oven; do you 
feel like you make the same dishes week after week? 
We are excited to announce a new monthly feature 
cal led The Recipe Box. If you have a favor-
ite roast, drink, dessert, or any other recipe you 
would like to share, email it to the editor at paisley-
prairies@gmail.com or send it to 2091 Salt Creek 
Road, Hilger, MT 59451 and it wil l be published. 
We can’t wait to see what you’re cooking up!

Area 1
Diane McDonald
3540 35th St.
Inkster, ND 58244
(701) 248-3654 CST
ddmcdon3654@msn.com

Area 2
Kerry Froese
1001 County Rd. 10
Las Animas, CO 81054
(719) 469-7749 MST
Kerryjewell_33@hotmail.com

WIFE 2015 
Area Directors

We’re always looking for new ideas and concepts for the WIFEline--what do you want to see 
in your monthly publication? Whether it is a topic you’re interested in, a monthly feature 

you think would be a great addition or some interesting facts to mix things up, we want to 
hear from you! Use the contact information in the gray box above to submit your input.



A poor durum wheat crop will 
likely mean higher prices or a lower 
quality pasta for consumers. It  means 
the pasta sold in supermarkets will 
likely be pricier or of poorer quality. 
Durum is ground into the semolina 
flour to make pasta. 

About one-half of the nation’s 
durum is produced in North Dako-
ta, where wet weather during spring 
planting and the fall harvest led to a 
crop that is at least 4 percent smaller 
than last year’s and of poorer quality. 

Nationally the crop is about 8 per-
cent smaller than last year and similar 
production problems in Canada and 
Europe brought global production to 

its lowest level in 13 years. 
National Pasta Association Exec-

utive Carol Freysinger says consum-
ers will see an impact. North Dakota 
Wheat Commission Marketing Di-
rector Jim Peterson says it likely won’t 
be enough to turn shoppers away 
from noodles.

The Kansas Wheat Alliance said a 
southwest Kansas farmer’s decision to 
pay a $10,000 settlement for selling a 
wheat seed variety without authoriza-
tion is part of a larger effort to stop 
the practice that’s commonly known 
as “brown bagging.” 

The farmer sold Everest wheat va-
riety seeds, a violation of the federal 
Plant Variety Protection Act (PVP) 
that protects property rights of the 
seed breeding work done by private 
or public groups. Farmers who buy 
certified seed are allowed to save and 
re-plant seed of most wheat varieties, 
but cannot sell the results as seed. 

They also lose the right to save 
and re-plant their own seed when 
they purchase illegal seed. Almost 
all of the popular wheat varieties in 
Kansas are PVP-protected. The Alli-
ance mails 50,000 brochures annually 
to producers in the central Plains to 
explain the federal law. 

Buying certified seed helps public 
and private research programs, which 
can lead to improved wheat varieties 
at a much faster rate. Some royalties 
from these programs are returned to 
universities such as Kansas State for 
further wheat research. 

Kansas and most of the southern 
Plains states have planted only about 
25 percent certified wheat seed since 

the 1980s, the alliance said, noting 
that improvements in wheat varieties 
have been greatly outpaced by corn 
and soybeans. 

If the wheat industry is ever go-
ing to catch up to the advances made 
in corn and soybeans, it will have to 
begin with farmers purchasing more 
certified seed each year (Agweb.com).
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Pasta consumers 
could see increase in 
price, decrease in quality

        Cereal Grains Report

By Jean Wach
Nebraska

VIP Membership
•	 Bayer CropScience

Executive Membership
•	 Renewable Fuels Association

Associate Membership
•	 American Bankers Association
•	 American Council of Life 

Insurers
•	 Monsanto
•	 Florida, Texas, and Hawaii 

Sugarcane Growers
•	 U.S. Beet Sugar Association

Contributor 
Membership
•	 American Sugarbeet Grower’s 

Association
•	 North Bridge Communications
•	 Western Skies Strategies
•	 AT&T

In-Kind Contributors
•	 Miller/Coors
•	 Rauner & Associates

WIFE Supporting 
Members

In Memorium
WIFE was sorry to hear 

of the loss of Lloyd Ou-
recky last month, hus-
band of devoted Nebras-
ka WIFE member Doris 
Ourecky.  Doris and Lloyd 
attended numerous na-
tional conventions to-
gether until his health 
kept him at home. Lloyd 
was always fun to have 
around and was a dedi-
cated WIFE and Nebraska 
Husker sports supporter. 
Condolences can be sent 
to Doris at 224 N. High 
Street, Wilber, NE 68645.



Clean Water Act

The debate continues regard-
ing the Clean Water Act and EPA’s 
(Environmental Protection Agency) 
proposed rules. Senator Jim Inhofe 
(R-OK), who is chairman of the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee said the Congressional Review 
Act (CRA) will be a tool that can be 
used to overturn regulations includ-
ing the proposed regulations to the  
EPA’s Clean Water Act. He challenges 
his colleagues who think they cannot 
challenge the Administration’s rule.  

Another idea and tool in the ar-
senal is the Appropriations process. 
In a workshop many years ago the 
House Agriculture Committee stat-
ed that the best way to stop any rule 
from being implemented is to use the 
appropriations process. If there is no 
money to implement the rule, it is ba-
sically dead.  

The concern is, if funding is 
eliminated in a spending bill there is a 
threat of a veto by President Obama, 
which could shut down the govern-
ment. Senator Inhofe said he doesn’t 
believe the tactic would shut down 
the government.  

2015 Priorities of the Environment 
and Public Works Committee

This year’s priorites for the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Commit-
tee include infrastructure, changing 
the Endangered Species Act, rewrit-

ing the Toxic Substances and over-
seeing the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission. WIFE will be watching what 
happens.  

Endangered Species Act

The Greater sage grouse is now 
a part of the federal spending bill. 
A rider was attached to the bill that 
prevents the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Services from listing the Greater sage 
grouse for one year.  

The delay will allow for more 
time to make progress in the ongoing 
work of creating new agreements to 
preserve the habitat says Eric Holst, 
a senior director of working lands 
at the Environmental Defense Fund.  
He says, “The general sentiment is, 
it is a bird that everybody wants to 
see thrive and a willingness to man-
age lands in ways that will allow it to 
thrive.” 

Holst has cited “habitat exchang-
es” as a new and innovative way to 
reward landowners, who will be paid 
for “growing” sage grouse habitat. It is 
estimated there are 500,000 birds left 
and those opposed to the listing think 
the numbers are still significant and 
that a listing would be detrimental to 
ranchers and the energy industry.  

Obama to Make Nomination

President Obama intends to 
Nominate Kristen J. Sarri as Assis-
tant Secretary of Interior for Policy, 
Management and Budget. She has led 
this office for the last three months as 
an intern as Principal Deputy Secre-
tary of Interior. Prior to joining the 
Department of Interior she worked 
as Associate Director for Legislative 
Affairs at the Office of Management  
and Budget. Prior to that, she worked 
at the Department of Commerce 
and served on the Senate Commerce 
Committee.  She has been a senior 
policy advisor to Senator Jack Reed 
and is a native of Michigan.
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        Natural Resources Report

By Alice Parker
Washington

Appropriations process could 
help overturn proposed 
Clean Water Act regulations 

President
Linda Newman
442 #4 Road
Roundup, MT 59072
(406) 323-8299 MST
dlnewman@3riversdbs.net

Vice President
Mary Ellen Cammack
14720 Home Place
Sturgis, SD 57785
(605) 347-4197
fllyingcranch@BlackHills.com

Secretary
Pam Pothoff
35807 Drove 714
Trenton, NE 69044
(308) 276-2548  CST 
coyotepp@gpcom.net

Treasurer
Shana Baisch
323 Road 300
Glendive, MT 59330
(406) 365-4133 MST
jsbaisch@midrivers.com

2015 
WIFE Officers
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2014 National WIFE Convention Photo Album

Photo Descriptions (left to right):
Top Row: 1. Pat Torgerson listens to a speaker; 2. Deb Dressler, Alice Parker, Jennifer Felzein and Pam Pothoff; 3. Speaker Dan Bell, President of 
the Arizona Cattlemen’s Association addresses the WIFE delegation
Middle Row: 1. Pam Pothoff and Ruth Laribee enjoy the Arizona weather; 2. Shirley Ball; 3.Jenifer & Gordon Felzein enjoy the bus ride 
Bottom Row: 1.Darcy Dresser and Diane McDonald; 2. HOW’S (Husbands of Wives) Kenny Torgerson, Harold Pothoff, Jacob Froese, Russ Dressler, 
Gordon Felzein, Tyler Massey (Parliamentarian), Burl Scherler; 3. Tour guide at Casa Grande Ruins
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2014 National WIFE Convention Photo Album

Photo Descriptions (left to right):
Top Row: 1. 2014 Officers Ruth Laribee, Pres., Linda Newman, Vice Pres., Shana Baisch, Treas., Darcy Dressler, Sec., Cathy Scherler, Area Dir., Deb 
Dressler, Past President 2. Pam Pothoff, Ruth Laribee, Jennifer Felzein paying tribute to deceased members we lost in 2014, Nita Bramble, Kay 
Zeosky, Hazel Woelk 
Middle Row: 1. Barb Broberg addresses WIFE members 2. Tour of Queen Creek Olive Mill, Kimmi Lewis, Alice Parker, Kerry Froese, Shana Baisch, 
Bobbi Massey, Jacob Froese 3. Jennifer Felzein, Cathy Schaeffer, Linda Newman 4. Ruth Laribee and Linda Newman
Bottom Row: 1. Group tour of Casa Grande Ruins 2. Pat Togerson with the 2014 fundraiser quilt  3. Kerry & Jacob Froese give the tours a 
“thumbs up”



  Shana Baisch
  323 Road 300
  Glendive, MT 59330

Change Service Requested
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WE WANT YOU!
National WIFE needs talented ladies who are 
willing to create 12-inch square blocks on either 
white or cream colored fabric depicting Agricul-
ture, so get your creative juices flowing!  Thank 
you to all who submitted blocks for our beautiful 
quilt last year--it was a great success, and a 
special thanks to Pat Torgerson, who put it all 
together (check out the photo album on page 9 
for a picture of the one-of-a-kind quilt).

The assembled blocks will be made into a quilt 
to be raffled off. The public will have the op-
portunity to donate $5.00, which will purchase 
a single ticket or $25.00 to purchase 6 tickets. 
The donation will also make participants eligible 
for a $100.00 certificate toward dining at a lo-
cal restaurant and a $50.00 certificate for the 
purchase of meat.

The drawing for these items will take place at 
the National WIFE convention next fall. Finished 
blocks are to be sent to Linda Newman, 442 
#4 Road., Roundup, MT 59072 by March 15.

Get Your Voice Heard...
The dates for the Washington, D.C. legislative meet-
ings have been set so mark your calendar!
* Tuesday, March 3: WIFE Board of Directors    
   meeting is scheduled for 3:00 pm. 
* Wednesday, March 4: USDA visits and House 
    and Senate Ag briefings; pizza party for Legisla-
    tive Aides.
* Thursday, March 5: Legislative visits wrap up 
* New this year, corporate visits will be held before 
   our legislative visits on Monday, March 2 and 
   Tuesday, March 3.

To get the discounted hotel rate of $229 plus tax, 
contact the Holiday Inn Capitol at (202) 479-4000 or 

www.hicapitoldc.com and give the code “W8F” by Feb-
ruary 2. The address for the hotel is 550 C Street, SW, 

Washington, DC 20024.


